
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 

  

  

  
  

  

Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9–12 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

          

Epistle Philippians 2:5–11 
 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore 
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  

Holy Gospel Matthew 27:11–54 
 
 11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was 
accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said 
to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14But he 
gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed. 



 15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any 
one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner 
called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do 
you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For 
he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while 
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to 
do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a 
dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 
Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the 
two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate 
said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all 
said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But 
they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people 
answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for 
them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 
 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And they 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of 
thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling 
before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit 
on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had 
mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and 
led him away to crucify him. 
 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They 
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, 
mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they 
had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 
36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head they 
put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 
39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If 
you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, 
with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, 
and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he 
desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were 
crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 
hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, 
Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 
48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and 
put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us 



see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a 
loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. 
And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming 
out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared 
to many. 54When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch 
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe 
and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
 
 

 

 

+ FOR US + 

 

HOLY (MAUNDY) THURSDAY  

We have been reflecting a great deal on the phrase “for us.” Tonight, though, 

we will hear about the phrase “for many” as Jesus gives His own body and 

blood for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26–28). Jesus and the 

disciples are celebrating the Passover, but Jesus does something new. We 

hear echoes of how Moses and the elders saw God (Exodus 24:3–11), 

recognizing that the sacrifices of old will not satisfy (Hebrews 9:11–22). 

When Jesus says the phrase “for many,” He is clearly pointing the disciples 

to the fact that His death was not only for them alone, but for the sins of the 

world. Because you are a part of the many, “for us” still holds true. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY  

Jesus is betrayed into the hands of sinners. He is mocked while wearing a 

purple robe and a crown of thorns. He must carry His own cross to 

Golgotha, the Place of a Skull. All of this happens until the last, when “for 

us He gave His dying breath” (LSB 544:5). It is completed. Salvation has 

been won for us. It is finished; He has loved us to the end.  

 

EASTER VIGIL  

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead! This simple, incontrovertible fact 

changes everything. He was delivered over to death for our sins and was 

raised up for our justification (Romans 4:25). This night, as we hear the 

sweeping story of God’s salvation throughout history, all of it will come into 

sharp focus as we learn how we are now justified by faith through Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. Satan is defeated, sin is forgiven, and death is 

overthrown on this wondrous, glorious night. It is all done for us, His 

children, His Bride, His church, His everything. 

 

 



THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD  

Sin brings separation and death. That sin separates us from God and divides 

us from one another. But in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, we are united 

to God once again. As we hear in Jeremiah, “I have loved you with an 

everlasting love; therefore I have continued My faithfulness to you” (31:3). 

Nothing will separate you from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, 

our Lord (Romans 8:39). Thanks be to God for the victory in Jesus Christ! 
 

 

  
 

 

 

A LOOK AHEAD AT 

EASTER SCHEDULE 

 

For Us 
  
  

Maundy Thursday, April 2nd 

Divine Service 6:30 p.m.,  

For Many Means For You – Matthew 26:28 
  

Good Friday, April 3rd 

Vespers, 6:30 p.m. 

His Dying Breath –John 19:28-30 
  

Holy Saturday, April 4th 

Easter Vigil, 5:00 p.m. 

For Us He Rose from Death Again –Romans 4:23-25 
  

Easter Sunday: 

Easter Sunrise - 6:30am & 9:30 am 

For Us He Lives on High to Reign - 
Romans 8:38-39 

Easter Breakfast - 8:00am 


