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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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seminaries in St. Louis, MO or Ft. Wayne, IN due to 
personal circumstances. 
 The beloved hymn, “Abide With Me” says: “Change 
and decay in all around I see. O Thou Who changest 
not, abide with me.” A change in our lives together as 
the body of Christ is sometimes hard. Maybe you’ve 

made a special bond with Vicar Sinatra. You’ll 
miss him. I will, too. Remember that Jesus is 
always with us in His Word and Sacraments. 
He does not change. His Word of forgiveness 
never changes, even when a vicar or a pastor 
changes. 
 One more thing: Whether you are at home 

or away as summer approaches, keep connected to 
Christ. If you’re traveling for a while, I’m happy to help 
you find a Missouri Synod congregation where you are 
traveling so you can be fed in Word and Sacrament. 
Our Facebook page features a weekly livestream of 
Divine Service. A livestream does not replace being 
here in person, but you have a connection with your 
home congregation. Nick and Josie Sinatra will soon 
find a congregation in the Ft. Wayne area where they 
will be fed for his final year of seminary studies. Before 
too long, Jesus will meet Kyle Bliss with joy in His Gifts 
as he continues his seminary formation among us at St. 
Peter’s congregation. 

  

Beloved in the Lord: 
 The return of warmer weather is a harbinger of 
change not only in nature, but also in our lives together. 
As much as we have grown to love Vicar Nick Sinatra 
over the past ten months, we cannot hang on to him 
much longer. Nick’s last weekend among us will be July 
7th and 8th. Nick and his soon-to-be bride 
Josie will move back to Fort Wayne, IN for 
his final year of seminary studies. Next 
April, God willing, Nick will receive his first 
divine call into the Holy Ministry and be 
placed in a congregation somewhere in our 
synod. Nick and I look forward to a strong 
finish to his service among us. 
 We will welcome our tenth vicar in mid-July! Kyle 
Bliss is a pastor’s son. He most recently lived in north-
ern Minnesota. He is a graduate of Concordia Universi-
ty in St. Paul, MN. He is a single man. We will get to 
know more about Kyle soon. He may even visit us later 
this month on his way home from Ft. Wayne. 
 Vicars are no longer a dime a dozen. The number 
of men studying for the Holy Ministry in the Missouri 
Synod has declined over the last twenty years. It is a 
blessing, one we should not take for granted, that our 
seminaries have given our congregation the gift of an-
other vicar, especially this year with many men ex-
pressing a need for a vicarage placement near our     Continued next page 



 The Lord bless your coming out and your going in 
from this time forth and even forevermore!    

  

Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Juhl 

 
P.S.: Thank you for your kind expressions of sympa-
thy upon the death of my mother. She will be missed, 
but we will see her again in the Resurrection.  

 As I look through my records, I realize I have nev-
er done a newsletter article on an Ascension hymn 
since I’ve been here. For obvious reasons, I am now 
rectifying that and catching up with our hymn of the 
day for Ascension, “Up through Endless Ranks of An-
gels” (LSB 491). 
 Nostalgia. A yearning for past times.  
Can you think of a situation in your past? This would 
be a time when you were much 
younger. You ended up in the same 
room as, or maybe even met a pret-
ty famous person. But, you were 
much younger than you are now. 
Due to your lack of maturity, you 
didn’t fully understand the signifi-
cance of being in the same room as this person. It was 
nice to be near them at the time. But now that you are 
grown and can look back on the significance this per-
son had in history, you have so many questions! There 
are so many things that would have been great to know 
about that person. There are so many insights you 
could have gained or little tidbits of wisdom they could 
have shared with you! Instead, at the time, it was just 
another day in your life with some other person. Oh, to 
be able to go back and enjoy the time more fully!  
 I suspect something of that kind of nostalgia 
nagged the back of the mind of the disciples as they 
stood on the soil of Bethany, the space in the center of 
their circle still vacant and empty. Jesus has just as-
cended into heaven, leaving them there. If only they 
knew then what they know now, the questions they 
would ask.  
 This is a typical feeling on Ascension Day, a kind 
of nostalgia that persists even to us today. But that is 
not the journey that the author of this hymn, Jary 
Vajda, wants to take us on while we are singing. No-
tice the perspective he sets up in the first verse. We are 
not the disciples looking up. We see through the eyes 
of our ascended Lord:  

 

“Up through endless ranks of angels 
Cries of triumph in His ears, 

To His heavenly throne ascending 
 Having vanquished all their fears 

  

Continued from previous page 

 Christ looks down upon His faithful 
Leaving them in happy tears.”  

 

 The effect is to bring us into an eternal present 
moment. The “Cries of triumph” aren’t merely the 
shouts of angels as the resurrected Christ rises through 
their midst. Our voices—even as we sing this very 
song—mix with their echoes. We stand in the same 
choir.  

Death-destroying, life-restoring, 
 Proven Equal to our need, 

 Now for us before the Father 
 As our brother intercede; 

Flesh that for our world was wounded, 
 Living, for the wounded plead!  

 The hymn then proceeds to narrate exactly what it 
is that makes such an eternal victory worth celebrat-
ing. “Death-destroying, life-restoring, / Proven Equal 
to our need” (an example of outstanding vintage 
Vajda wordsmithing). What a way to state the work of 
God in Christ at the center of history.  This Cantor, 
before this article, never fully wrestled with the pic-
ture of Jesus being our “Proven Equal.” But that is just 
what is required for the repayment of our sins – the 

equal antidote. So we continue with 
this exuberant exchange: “Flesh that 
for our world was wounded, / Living, 
for the wounded plead!”  
Likewise, we anticipate the Spirit of 
Pentecost—“Send Your Spirit, prom-
ised guide”. We now approach the 

threshold between festive season of the year and ordi-
nary time.  

To our lives of wanton wandering 
Send your promised Spirit-Guide; 

 Through our lives of fear and failure 
 With your pow’r and love abide: 

 Welcome us, as you were welcomed, 
 To an endless Eastertide. 

 

 Thus we end in doxology, standing to invoke the 
Three in One, giving praise by repeating the only 
word that can name our awe: “Alleluia, alleluia!” It is 
only then that we see how far Mr. Vajda has brought 
us. We too have ascended “through endless ranks of 
angels…to breathe the Spirit’s grace…to see the Fa-
ther’s face…to feel the Son’s embrace.” And it is a 
full-bodied flight into joy, where we are welcomed “as 
You were welcomed.” This is the joy of the Ascen-
sion, not that he has left us behind, but that he brings 
us to where he is. This is an eternally present moment, 
and he uses words that resonate the Word made flesh, 
in a table set with the bread of life. 
 May you enjoy this hymn anew as we celebrate 
on Ascension Day, Thursday, May 9, 40 days after 
Easter, at 6:30pm. 
  

In His service, 
Cantor Geremy Zieroth   



 

  

 “Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24 ESV) 

    Man and woman together as one. 
Two parts become one unit. This is 
how God created and designed mar-
riage. The man and the woman are 
no longer just themselves but also 
their other half. One flesh. The 
man's triumphs and sorrows be-
come part of his 

wife. Conversely, the woman's triumphs 
and sorrows become part of her husband. 
Financial assets and liabilities become 
shared. Reputations are intertwined. Chil-
dren have a mix of both their father and 
mother's likenesses, both in physical traits 
and personality. 
 It should surprise few readers of this 
publication that this author has marriage 
high on his mind. After all, he is to be 
married in about month's time at the time 
of writing. However, marriage is more 
than just the reality of married people. 
For the Christian, marriage is the reality of the Christian life. 
Christ is the bridegroom and the Church the bride. And the 
Christian is part of the Church, part of the bride. And since 
Christ and His bride, the church, are one flesh, therefore the 
Christian is also part of the body of Christ. And therefore in 
this marriage, there also is an exchange. 
 Christ, the husband, is perfect in every way. He is the 
Lord of All, eternal and immortal. He is sinless, having nev-
er committed a sin. He has overcome every temptation Satan 
has thrown at Him. And since Christ is sinless, He is inno-
cent and pure. Christ is righteous. 
 But the Bride, the church, that is to say human beings 
such as you and I, is a different story. We are the opposite of 
perfect. We are corrupted and imperfect. And as a result of 
our sin, we are mortal, and we all shall die some day. And 
we regularly fall into Satan's temptations, our human flesh 
all too often too weak to resist. We are impure and guilty, 
deserving of death and damnation. 
 But that does not stop the Blessed Exchange. Christ, 
our husband, takes our imperfection, our mortality, our sin, 
and our guilt upon Himself to the cross to die. Thus, Christ 
became sin. St. Paul tells us, “For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21 ESV). 
 But while He takes all our worthless qualities, we gain 
all of His qualities. We are made perfect before God's eyes. 
We are given His immortality and His sinlessness. He are 
clothed with His righteousness. In this way, the bridegroom 
redeems the bride. 
 Although our earthly marriages are not the spitting per-
fect image of this reality at times, nevertheless this marriage 
of Christ and the Church is the reality we have as Christians. 
So rejoice, O Bride of Christ, for He has redeemed you and 
made you His own, and in Him you have that certain Hope 
of Salvation. 

Yours in Christ, 
Vicar Sinatra 

*due to popular interest, I’ve included recipes from Lent suppers 
for your perusal, see column to the right 

 

Starting Monday, July 29th-Aug 2nd, from 9:00 am-
11:30 am, St. Peter’s Lutheran will “Celebrate the 
Savior” We’re having a party—a party to celebrate the 
Savior—and you’re invited!  

Celebrate the Savior: Jesus Gives Us 
Joy is the theme of this VBS pro-
gram. Of all the blessings God gives 
us, His Son, Jesus is the biggest rea-
son to celebrate. Starting with Jesus’ 
birth and concluding with His resur-
rection, children will learn about Je-
sus’ unending love and forgiveness.  

Be sure to join us for fun lessons, 
music, crafts, snacks, and activities 
to discover that Jesus does the im-
possible for us at 2024’s 
VBS, Celebrate the Savior! 

Crockpot Red Beans and Rice 
Ingredients 

lb of red beans 
onion diced 
bell pepper diced 
package smoked sausage (cut however you want) 
stick of butter 

a little less than 6 cups of water (because it gets some liq-
uid from ingredients) 

Seasoning - add to your taste: 
◦ Tony Chachere’s Cajun Seasoning 
◦ garlic powder 

White Rice 
Directions 
1. Add all ingredients except the white rice to the crockpot. 
Sprinkle top with garlic powder & 
Tony's. 
2. Cook on high for 6-8 hrs. Every crockpot is different, so 
cooking time might vary. Beans wil be 
tender when done. 
3. Turn off heat, stir and let cool a little so it will thicken a 
little. 
4. Serve over hot, white rice cooked separately. 
 

Tips 
You can add extra ingredients depending on what you prefer: 
I typically add freshly diced garlic and a package of cubed 
ham pieces. 
 
**watch for the Jambalaya recipe in next month’s newsletter. 



 

 

 
St. Peter’s Child Care  

& Preschool 
Cathy Wendt, Director 

 
 

 “Life doesn’t come with a manual; it comes 
with a mother.” Mothers are one of God’s most 
special gifts to earth. We thank God for our 
mothers for raising us, loving us, supporting us, 
and so much more! We will be celebrating our 
moms and mother figures this month with a Tea 
Party on May 10, at 3pm.  Party attire and tea 
hats encouraged, invite family members and sign 
up on the parent information board.  We also cel-
ebrate our Teachers and Staff this month! They 
do so much for our children on a daily basis. We 
will be celebrating all week long with a special 
 “Way to Go’ Board for you to add your written 
thanks, please be sure to let your child’s teacher 
know how much you appreciate them!  
 As the days continue to get warmer and the 
light shines brighter, let us remember to also 
shine as lights for Christ in the world around us. 
Let us reflect the love and grace of Christ, espe-
cially as we wrap up the school year and prepare 
for summer. 



DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 

May 5/6              6th Sunday of Easter 
 

Numbers 21:4-9 
Psalm 66:1–2a, 17, 19–20; antiphon: Isaiah 48:20b 
James 1:22-27 
John 16:23-30 

Order: DSI, p. 151 
Hymns: 480 - 766 - 773, 837 - 706 
Organist: Mr. Trevor Magness 
 

THURSDAY, May 9       The Ascension of Our Lord       6:30pm 
 

2 Kings 2:5-15 
Psalm 47:1–2, 5, 8; antiphon: Acts 1:11 
Acts 1:1-11 
Mark 16:14-20 

Order: DSI, p. 151 
Hymns: 493 - 491 - 495, 564 - 494 
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 
Music: Handbells 

May 12/13             7th Sunday of Easter 
 

Ezekiel 36:22-28 
Psalm 27:1, 11a, 12; antiphon: vv. 7a, 8b, 9a 
1 Peter 4:7-11 
John 15:26-16:4 

Order: DSI, p. 151 
Hymns: 492 - 769 - 553, 687, 637 - 842 
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 
Choir: Handbells 

May 19/20             The Day of Pentecost 
 

Genesis 11:1-9 
Psalm 68:1, 4a,c, 11a, 33b, 35a; antiphon: Liturgical Text; Ps. 68:3 
Acts 2:1-21 
John 14:23-31 

Order: DSI, p. 151 
Hymns: 498 - 497 - 500, 501 - 504 
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 
Choir: All Sunday School (8am) 
 

May 26/27           Holy Trinity 
 

Isaiah 6:1-7 
Psalm 8:1–2a, 3–5; antiphon: Liturgical Text 
Romans 11:33-36 
John 3:1-17 

Order: DSI, p. 151 
Hymns: 680 - 571 - 507, 940 - 506 
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

Christian Women’s 
Council  

Spring Plant Sale  
& Bake Sale 

May 10th 8 am to 2 pm 
& May 11th   8 am to 12 pm 

303 Park St., Arlington 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

         
 5/1      Nina Schroeder   
 5/3      David Qualle 
   5/3      Herb Schultz 
  5/4       Jacquie Penshorn 
  5/14     Connie Hendrickson 

    5/14     Steve Paskey 
    5/23     Sandra Smith 
    5/24     Brita Schoeneberg 
            5/24     Veronica Lerch 
    5/29     Jane Tomlinson 
        

Congrats to the 
Class of 2024 

 
      Poynette High School   

   Lucas Campbell                   
   Kloie Hathaway    
                       Codi Woodward 
                               
        

 

 

Congratulations to you all! 



 COUNCIL MINUTES   April 9, 2024 

The April 9, 2024 meeting was called to order by President Cam-
eron Gramse at 6:33pm. This meeting was held in the conference 
room.  Pastor Juhl presented the opening devotion from Ezekiel 
37:3. What word brings bones to life? The Spirit working through 
the breath, the breath of life. What brings all things to life? The 
breath of God, the breath of the Preacher as he speaks the Word 
of God. 
  The Agenda was presented. Calvin Moll moved approval, 
Dan Schmidt second, motion carried. 
 Secretary’s minutes were read. Geremy pointed out that he 
was not present at last months meeting. Brad Larson moved to 
approve the report with that correction noted, Mike Pertzborn 
second, motion carried. 
 Financial Secretary’s report was given by acting Financial 
Secretary Bob Hagenow with Joey Pascavis along to learn. A 
very solid March with all of the Lent & Easter services. General 
fund giving is at 124% of February realizing that there are 5 Sun-
days in March vs only 4 in February. Also 148% of last March 
again though with only 4 Sundays in 2023. Mission giving is at 
202$ of February and at 156% of March 2023.We are at exactly 
90% of the giving vs the end of March 2023 and 89.8% of our 
projected expenses. Remembering that if we are able to stay at or 
above 90% of our projected expenses we should come out alright 
by the end of the year. That is something that we are going to 
have to keep an eye on in the coming months. A solid 9.8% of 
general fund giving came from the online giving platform. The 
special purpose funds that were heavily funded during March 
were Memorials, the Stain Glass Windows and the Vicar fund for 
both this year and next. Dan Schmidt moved approval of the re-
port, Meg Hanson second, carried. 
 Treasurer’s report given by Meg Hanson. The checkbook 
balance today is $1,140.63. One more expense for snow removal 
yet this year. No other out of ordinary expenses. Mike Pertzborn 
moved to approve Treasurer report, Calvin Moll second, carried. 
 Board of Elder’s report was given by Alex Rehlinger. A 
huge thank you to Pastor and Vicar for their hard work and time 
in getting the Easter and Holy Week services to come together so 
well. The Easter Egg Hunt had a lower attendance (37 kids) than 
last year but that could be attributed to being held the same week 
as Spring Break. Luncheon at Calvary Lutheran Chapel will hap-
pen on Sunday, April 28th and sign up sheets have been posted on 
the narthex bulletin board. That same day is the first in the Rev. 
Dr. Marion L. Hendrickson Memorial Organ Concert Series with 
Dr. Craig Sproat providing the music. Christian Women’s Coun-
cil to hold their annual Spring Plant & Bake Sale on May 10-11, 
2024. Sign up sheets for that are up as well. The wedding shower 
for Josie Zweifel, Vicar Sinatra’s fiancée, for April 27th has a sign 
up sheet as well as an RSVP for Vicar & Josie’s wedding on May 
25th. There was no update from the Military Care committee. No 
Endowment scholarship applications turned in. Cantor’s report: 
Cantor Zieroth reported that we made it through the Easter ser-
vices with all choirs and instrumentalists doing an exceptional 
job. Mr. Trevor Magness played this past weekend and will play 
again in May when Cantor’s whole family will be attending a 
goddaughter's confirmation in south central Indiana. The adult 
choir will be performing with the upper grade Sunday School 
during their next performance. 
 Board of Trustee’s Report was presented by Calvin Moll. 
The church roof is currently being worked on and they are antici-
pating being finished in 10-12 days. The boilers are still having 
trouble with producing heat at all times. Many people have 
looked into the problem but so far no solution has been found. 
They will continue to try and diagnose the problem. The Stain 
Glass Windows should get started some time in April. The lawn 
mowing bid from Brown’s is in the works and they will bring it 
forward when we receive it.  
 Board of Christian Education report was given by Charlotte 

Reddeman. The Child Care Center 
enrollment is at 30 students and will 
be completely full during the summer 
months. Riley Nugent has started this 
month. The center will be doing a 
celebration sometime this summer a 
sort of Class Reunion as they turn 30 
years old.  Sunday School last day for 
this school year will be May 19th. The 
midweek classes had their last day on 
March 20th. Jesse Zieroth received First Communion on March 
28th. The Ladies Bible Study is starting a new topic; the men are 
studying the book of Acts; and Sunday morning between services 
are continuing on the path of the Minor Prophets. Three students 
will be confirmed on April 14th: Christopher Marvin Juhl, Payten 
Ann Casey See, and Spencer Scott Serwe. 
 Pastor’s Report was given by Rev. David Juhl. Attendance 
during the first quarter of 2024 sits at 118 per weekend. Official 
Acts performed in March were the funeral of Philip Hanson 
(March 12th), First Communion for Jesse Zieroth (March 28th); 
and the Baptism of Laura Alice Puntney (March 30th). Madison 
North and South Circuit Matters: Living Christ, Madison remains 
vacant. Pastor Greg Hovland is deliberating a call from St. John’s, 
Portage to Trinity, Mequon (Freistadt), WI. Looking ahead to Con-
firmation on Sunday, April 14, 2024 at the 10:30 Divine Service. 
Christopher Juhl, Payten See, and Spencer Serwe are this year’s 
confirmands. All three were involved in a conversation before 
three elders on Wednesday, April 3rd to confess their faith. There 
will be no Monday night divine service on April 15th as Pastor and 
Vicar will be at District Pastors Conference in Manitowoc from 
April 15-17. We are pre-slotted to receive a vicar from Ft. Wayne 
on Tuesday, April 23rd. Vicar Sinatra’s last weekend with us is 
July 7/8. Vicar and Josie’s wedding Saturday, May 25th at 10:00 
AM  at St. Peter’s. Vicar Sinatra will be unavailable from May 25th 
to June 1st while he is on his honeymoon. Sunday, April 28th is the 
first in the Marion Hendrickson Memorial Organ Concert Series. 
Dr. Craig Sproat of Concordia University Wisconsin will perform 
for us that afternoon. Pastor will be taking vacation time from 
Tuesday, April 30th through Saturday, May 4th to visit family in 
southern Illinois. Vicar Sinatra will be here to cover his absence. 
Pastor will also be taking vacation time from Friday, June 14th 
through Sunday, June 16th for his annual in-law camping weekend 
at Camp Sinawa near Valders. Pastor Allen Strawn from Calvary, 
Madison will preside over Divine Service on Sunday June 16th 
while Vicar Sinatra preaches. Pastor will be here to preside over 
Divine Service on Monday, June 17th. He’ll also be on vacation 
from Tuesday, June 25th through Saturday, June 29th with his fam-
ily in Tomahawk. Vicar Sinatra will be here to cover his absence. 
 Vicar Report was given by Vicar Nicholas Sinatra.  Much of 
his time is occupied by the same things as before, writing sermons, 
teaching and leading Bible study on Sunday mornings, helping 
Pastor with home bound visits and taking care of some of our IT 
items here. Oh, and there is a wedding on the horizon. 
 Paul Yamriska moved to accept as communicant members 
the three students to be confirmed this next weekend: Christopher 
Juhl, Payten See, and Spencer Serwe. Charlotte Reddeman provid-
ed the second, motion carried. 
 There was no old business. 
 New business: President Cameron Gramse mentioned that he 
would like to appoint members to fill the two open positions on the 
church council. Meg Hanson moved to accept Lynnette Taylor as 
Council Secretary for another two year term, Dan Scmidt second, 
motion carried. Paul Yamriska moved to take to the Voters’ the 
appointment of Joseph (Joey) Pascavis as Financial Secretary, 
Alex Rehlinger seconded, motion carried. 
 Calvin Moll moved to adjourn, Brad Larson second, motion 
carried at 7:16 pm. The meeting closed with Common Doxology. 
               Respectfully submitted, 

Lynnette Taylor,  Council Secretary 



 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: 

 

Balance on Mar 31, 2024 ........................................ $9,165.18 
Receipts for Apr (est.) ............................................ $15,800.03 
Expenses for Apr (est.) .......................................... $(20,329.16) 
                Shortage/Overage ..................................... $4,739.05 

May  5  8:00 a.m.   Brad Larson 
        10:30 a.m.   Paul Yamriska  
May  6 6:30 p.m.   Mike Pertzborn  
May  9 6:30 p.m.  ______________ 
May  12    8:00 a.m.      Dale Johnson 
         10:30 a.m. Phil Kruger 
May  13 6:30 p.m.  Paul Yamriska 
May  19    8:00 a.m.      Mike Pertzborn 
         10:30 a.m. Alex Rehlinger 
May  20 6:30 p.m.   Dan Schmidt 
May  26    8:00 a.m.      Mike Manke, Brad Larson 
         10:30 a.m. Mike Pertzborn, Alex Rehlinger 
May  27 6:30 p.m.   Dan Schmidt  

 
May 5 & 12 

 

No Chairman      Tyson Miller, Chair 
Wade Senft                                  Mitch & Ahren Schoeckert 
George Schoeneberg                  Mike Hendrickson 
Phil & Austin Kruger  Stephen Saager 
Jeff, Brandon, Jacob Rowe         James Saager 
      Matthew Saager 

  
May 19 & 26 

     
     

No Chairman         No Chairman  
Randy Schuster                           Al Stoltenburg 
Rich Rittmeyer              Brad Larson 
Mark Hirssig                               Bob Hagenow                               
Justin & Caleb Reddeman   
Jacob Reddeman                            

  

ELDERS 

 

 

                       MAY 
 

                                 608-635-4825 
                              Brad Larson 

The table in the narthex has a 
good selection of  cards avail-
able. Stop by and check it 
out!  There is a wide range of 
cards to fit every occasion, 
including graduation. All pro-
ceeds go to the Christian 

Women’s Council to help support all their good 
works. There are also a small number of craft items 
available for sale.  You may leave your cash or 
check in the basket on the table. 

 MAY 
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