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our singing the liturgy and hymns. Why not offer the 
same opportunity that Kantor has each week and Greg 
Zelek had last year for other talented organists? Thus 

began the idea for an organ concert series, 
mixing both sacred and secular pieces for 
the greater glory of God and for our enjoy-
ment, too. 
 Pastor Hendrickson brought our congre-
gation a tremendous gift of music during his 
23 years of ministry in Arlington. I’ve heard 
stories of Madison Brass performing among 
us during Advent. I’ve seen pictures of East-
er cantatas sung by our choir under Pastor 
Hendrickson’s direction with guest musi-
cians. I’ve heard Michael talk about his dad 
practicing his organ skills in the parsonage 
and in our church building. I’ve heard Pastor 
Lance O’Donnell of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Oconomowoc talk about Pastor 

Hendrickson returning to his first congregation to per-
form an organ concert for their anniversary celebration 
several years ago. This organ concert series is our op-
portunity to give thanks to our heavenly Father for the 
gift He gave us in bringing Pastor Hendrickson into our 
midst. Even more, it is an opportunity for our heavenly 

  

Beloved in the Lord: 
 As Simon and Garfunkel sang, “April come she 
will.” And, boy, does April come this year! Our church 
calendar is loaded with events as winter’s chill 
slowly disappears and creation awakes from 
slumber. 
 Three young people will be confirmed at 
the 10:30 Divine Service on April 14th. Please 
remember Christopher, Payten, and Spencer in 
your prayers as they begin a new season of 
their life in Christ. God willing, we will dis-
cover our new vicar’s name on either April 
22nd or 23rd. Please keep him in your prayers as 
he prepares to move into the vicarage in July. 
The newest April event happens on April 
28th as Dr. Craig Sproat of Concordia Univer-
sity in Mequon joins us for the first installment 
of the inaugural year of The Rev. Dr. Marion 
L. Hendrickson Memorial Organ Concert Se-
ries. 
 You’ve probably heard me mention in passing the 
organ concert series named after our beloved former 
pastor. The inspiration for this series came from Greg 
Zelek’s organ concert last April here at St. Peter’s. We 
have a very special instrument. Kantor Geremy Zieroth 
is a tone poet, painting musical pictures to accompany     Continued next page 



Father to open the gates of Paradise just enough to 
hear the glorious praise that endures among all the 
company of heaven. 
 I’m looking forward to all that April brings us at 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, whether it is something 
special or the simple celebration of Christ’s for-
giveness and life in Word and Sacrament in the Divine 
Service. Whatever it is, whenever it is, I’ll see you 
soon!    

  

Your partner in the Gospel, 
Pastor Juhl 

 It’s Easter all month! That gives this cantor a 
chance to focus solely on an Easter hymn. Usual-
ly, there is a choice to be made between Easter 
and Holy Week hymnody, but not this year! 
 If you turn to LSB 484, you’ll find a Slovak 
hymn, “Make Songs of Joy”. This hymn was writ-
ten by Juraj Tranovsky (1591-1637). He is some-
times called the “Father of Slovak hymnody” and 
sometimes the “Luther of the Slavs.” The son of a 
blacksmith, he began studies at the 
University of Wittenberg in 1607. 
You’ll recall that this was Luther’s 
teaching post in the 1500s. Ordained 
in 1616, he spent his life teaching 
and preaching in Prague, Moravia, 
Silesia, and finally in Slovakia. Under 
Ferdinand II, Lutherans were perse-
cuted, and Tranovsky was impris-
oned in 1623. At that time two of his children also 
died of the plague. 
 Tranovsky was a lover of poetry and hymns. 
He issued several collections of hymns. His most 
famous work was Cithara Sanctorum (Lyre/Harp 
of the Saints), written in Czech in 1636. This vol-
ume has formed the basis of Czech and Slovak 
Lutheran hymnody to the present day. In addition 
to hymn collections, Tranovsky translated the 
Augsburg Confession in 1620 into Czech. These, 
together with Bible of Kralice, are the pillars that 
supported the Slovak Reformation. Our Lutheran 
Service Book has three of his hymns. 
 “Make Songs of Joy” was translated by Jaro-
slav Vajda (1919-2008), LCMS pastor and son of 
a Lutheran pastor of Slovak descent. He was a 
prolific hymn writer and translator, spending plen-
ty of time translating Slovak writings into English. 
 The joy we have as Christians as we cele-

  

Continued on page 5 
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brate the resurrection of our Lord is expressed 
right away in the first line of the hymn, “Make 
songs of joy to Christ, our head.” Paul discusses 
Christ as our head in Ephesians. He wrote: “[S]
peaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
from whom the whole body, joined and held to-
gether by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds itself up in love”   
(Ephesians 4:15-16). The image of Christ and his 
church is corporate. He is “our” head, not “my” 
head. Hence the Church corporate sings songs 
of joy and we grow in our Christian Faith within 
the Body of Christ, the Church, of whom Jesus is 
the head. 
 The reason for this joy is that our Lord has 
defeated the enemy. The enemy that receives 
special attention in this hymn is death. St. Paul 
tells the Corinthians: 
         55

   “O death, where is your victory 
              O death, where is your sting?” 
 56

   The sting of death is sin, and the power of   
sin is the law. 

57 
But thanks be to God, who gives 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 
Corinthians 15:55-57) 
 In the 1 Corinthians passage Paul points also 

to the connection between death and 
sin. Christ’s victory over death also 
means his victory over sin. As he is our 
head and we are his body, his victory is 
also our victory. When we sing “He 
lives again who once was dead”, we 
could also say that we are singing “WE 
live again who once were dead”, for we 
died and rose in Christ. Paul unpacks 

this connection in Romans 6 when he writes 
about our baptism. Thanks to Christ’s victory 
over death, and our connection to Christ through 
baptism, death and sin have lost their power over 
us. Christ was sinless (2 Corinthians 5:21) so our 
baptismal union with him also grants us his sin-
lessness. 
 As Paul points out in verse 57, our response 
is to thank God who gives us the victory through 
Jesus Christ. So our hymn is filled with praise 
and thanks. The repeated singins of “Alleluia” 
(which means “praise the Lord”) keeps that be-
fore us, as do the English phrases like “For this 
be praised the Son who rose … the Father and 
the Holy Ghost!” 
 Notice how Paul honestly indicates that we 
have done nothing to gain this victory—not 
works, prayers, contributions, and so on. He 
gives us the victory. In His grace and His unfath-



 

  

 The vernal equinox has 
passed. Hopefully this means 
that the last of snow has come 
and gone until later this year. 
But whether it snows or not in 
April and early May this year, 
since the vernal equinox has 
passed, this means that it is 
technically spring. 
 With spring we look for-
ward to the blooming and blos-

soming of flowers, the warmer 
weather, the increased day-
light, and perhaps a view of 
some of the wildlife around us. 
Spring is a new beginning. 
 It is all the more fitting, 
then, that the Easter Season 
occurs in spring. The resurrec-
tion of Christ marks a new be-
ginning, a new creation. This 
should be the time when we a 
perhaps take renewed interest in our life as Christians. 
Perhaps it is with this season that we find that we 
should start regularly attending service again or have 
prayer and devotions in the home. 
 Yet how often do we start to try to do these things 
and yet fail again? How often do we think about going 
to service more often but then don't? How often do we 
think about having prayer and devotions in the home 
but fail to implement it? Our practice and fervor goes 
cold, like an early-spring freeze that wilts flowers and 
fruit and silences the chirping of spring birds. 
 What can we do about this? We can do nothing but 
pray. We pray that God would thaw our cold hearts 
and lead us to hear and obey His Word, no differently 
than how we pray to God that the early-spring freeze 
would go away quickly so not to ruin the blooming 
flowers and budding fruits. We pray that God would 
keep us humble, that we would acknowledge that we 
cannot save ourselves (or control the weather). We pray 
to God that we would answer our pleas for mercy, de-
liverance, and acceptance of any frugal and imperfect 
good work we attempt. 
 And God be praised. He does answer our pleas. He 
grants us mercy every day, through the daily repent-
ance and contrition worked in us through our Baptism. 
He grants deliverance from sin, death, and Satan 
through the shedding of Jesus' blood and by His resur-
rection. He accepts our good works, even for as few 
and feeble as they are, because of the merits of Jesus 
imparted on us. All this God does because of His Love 
for us. Therefore, God will see us through this crazy 
and trying life, just as He sees us through the crazy and 
trying weather of a Wisconsin early spring. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Vicar Sinatra 

 

Starting Monday, July 29th-Aug 2nd, from 9:00 am-
11:30 am, St. Peter’s Lutheran will “Celebrate the 
Savior” We’re having a party—a party to celebrate the 
Savior—and you’re invited!  

Celebrate the Savior: Jesus Gives Us 
Joy is the theme of this VBS pro-
gram. Of all the blessings God gives 
us, His Son, Jesus is the biggest rea-
son to celebrate. Starting with Jesus’ 
birth and concluding with His resur-
rection, children will learn about Je-
sus’ unending love and forgiveness.  

Be sure to join us for fun lessons, 
music, crafts, snacks, and activities 
to discover that Jesus does the im-
possible for us at 2024’s 
VBS, Celebrate the Savior! 



 

 

 
St. Peter’s Child Care  

& Preschool 
Cathy Wendt, Director 

 
 

 April Showers bring May flowers! As we turn 
the page on winter and begin a new season of 
spring I am reminded that God has built into cre-
ation a cycle of rest and renewal. What looks like 
death to us is rest to God. As the trees and grass 
spring to life I am reminded that death is a tem-
porary condition and that its purpose is to pre-
pare for a new life… A new beginning for some-
thing even better. While pollen can be a spring-
time nuisance when it coats everything and 
makes people sneeze, it reminds me that God is 
in the business of keeping things alive. He prom-
ises a glorious resurrection for those who believe 
in His Son. Easter Blessings to each of you from 
the Child Care Center. 

Did you Know Our Child 

Care & Preschool has a 
Wish List? 

 

• Volunteers who love    
      working with children 

• Monetary gifts  

•Items on our Ama-
zon.com wish list https://www.amazon.com/
hz/wishlist/ls/3AHJ7WTR7OX4C?
ref_=wl_share 

• Gently used books, toys and dress up              
 clothes  

• Your prayers as we celebrate the new 
year! 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3AHJ7WTR7OX4C?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3AHJ7WTR7OX4C?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3AHJ7WTR7OX4C?ref_=wl_share


DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 
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(scourging, wounds, and bruises). 
Isaiah wrote, “The Lord has laid on him the iniq-
uity of us all.” That is when God accomplished 
his great purpose. That is what the cross of 
Christ is all about. Then He rose! Alleluia! 
  

In His service, 
Cantor Geremy Zieroth   

CHOIR, MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Practices are Wednesdays  
 

Handbells: 6:30 pm 

Vocal Choir: 7:30 pm 

Help us make a joyful noise with your musical gifts! 

  4/7  Rick Mack 
  4/12 Dan Schmidt 
  4/16 James Laatsch 
  4/17 Kris Manke 
  4/19 Sharry Rittmeyer 
  4/21 Jeff Anderson 
  4/22 Alice Erstad 
  4/22 Bill Manthey 
  4/26 Henry Schroeder 

   4/26 Wade Senft 
   4/29 Roland Stoltenberg 

April 1               (no Monday due to Easter weekend)  

April 7/8           2nd Sunday of Easter  
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 81:1, 7a, 10, 16b; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2a 
1 John 5:4-10 
John 20:19-31 

Order: DSI, p. 151 
Hymns: 603 - 470 - 490, 474 - 482 
Organist: Mr. Trevor Magness 
 

April 14           3rd Sunday of Easter 
                               (no Monday due to district Pastor’s Conference)  

Ezekiel 34:11-16 

Psalm 33:1, 18–20; antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a 
1 Peter 2:21-25 
John 10:11-16 

Order: DSI, p. 151 with Rite of Confirmation at 10:30am 
Hymns: 475 - 710 - 740, 735, 719, 711 - 865 
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 
Choir: Handbells 

April 21/22      4th Sunday of Easter 
 

Lamentation 3:22-23 
Psalm 66:3, 5, 8–9; antiphon: vv. 1–2 
1 Peter 2:11-20 
John 16:16-22 

Order: DSI, p 151 
Hymns: 809 - 483 - 756, 782 - 818  
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 
Choir: Upper Grades Sunday School (8am) and Adult Choir 

April 28/29      5th Sunday of Easter 
 

Isaiah 12:1-5 
Psalm 98:1b, 3–4; antiphon: vv. 1a, 2b 
James 1:16-21 
John 15:5-15 

Order: DSI, p 151 
Hymns: 579 - 633 - 556, 528 - 580 
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 
Choir: Lower Grades Sunday School (8am) 

omable way, in eternity, He chose those whom 
He would bring to faith in His Son through the 
Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:4); He works through 
the Gospel, the Good News about Jesus 
(Romans 1:16), which can be rejected (Acts 
13:46). Believers, however, cling to the Scrip-
tures, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper (Acts 
2:42). 
 Isaiah, through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, prophesied about what the Messiah would 
do to earn the victory. 
4
      Surely he has borne our griefs 

              and carried our sorrows; 
       yet we esteemed him stricken, 
              smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5
      But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

              he was crushed for our iniquities; 
       upon him was the chastisement that brought 
  us peace, 
              and with his wounds we are healed. 
6
      All we like sheep have gone astray; 

              we have turned—every one 
              —to his own way; 
       and the Lord has laid on him 
              the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:4-6) 
Jesus defeated three enemies: Satan, sin, and 
death. Satan, the perpetrator of sin, heaps prob-
lems upon us. God took all of them and put them 
on His Son. Those problems include our griefs, 
sorrows, transgressions, iniquities, and stripes 



 COUNCIL MINUTES   March 12, 2024 
The March 12, 2024 meeting  of the St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church council meeting was called to order by President Cam-
eron Gramse at 6:33pm. This meeting was held in the confer-
ence room.  Vicar Sinatra presented the opening devotion from 
Hebrews 9. Jesus’ sacrifice only had to be made 
one time.  Prior to Jesus, the high priests needed to make re-
peated sacrifices.  Jesus’ superior sacrifice paid the price 
for our sins once and for all time. 
  Agenda was presented. Dan Schmidt moved approval, 
Brad Larson second, motion carried. 
 Secretary’s minutes were read. Paul Yamriska moved 
approval, Dan Schmidt second, motion carried. 
 Financial Secretary’s report was given by acting Finan-
cial Secretary Bob Hagenow. Two months do not make a trend 
but we are trailing 2023 giving. Only at 73% of prior year for 
general fund contributions and at 92% of projected expenses. 
Mission giving is at 116% of amount pledged for 2024. Online 
giving for February saw 8.5% for general fund giving and 
5.3% for mission giving. Joey Pascavis has expressed interest 
in taking over as the Financial Secretary. He and Bob will 
work together for a couple of weeks and then our Council 
President can appoint him if he so wished to fill the role and 
that action can then be reatified at the Voters’ meeting. Brad 
Larson moved approval of the report, Alex Rehlinger second, 
motion carried. 
 Treasurer’s report was given by Lynnette Taylor. The 
checkbook balance as of today is $12,633.86. No out of the 
ordinary expenses from the general fund. Two large payments 
made from the Special Purpose account were the payment to 
Heins Contracting for completion of the roof of the parsonage 
and the roof and siding of the vicarage, and final payment to 
Kessenichs for installation of the dishwasher. Dan Schmidt 
moved to approve the Treasurer report, Payl Yamriska second, 
motion carried. 
 The Board of Elder’s report was given by Alex 
Rehlinger. The Easter Egg Hunt is approaching and Brad has 
the egg stuffings ordered, he will be ordering donuts from 
Woodmans soon. Luncheon at Calvary Lutheran Chapel will 
happen on Sunday, April 28th and Vicar Sinatra will be going 
along as well for that event. Christian Women’s Council met 
and made decisions for their annual tithing. The two seminary 
students from St. Peter’s and the two local food pantries were 
recipients this year as well as our Vicar fund. They are going 
to hold their annual Spring Plant & Bake Sale on May 10-11, 
2024. They are also planning a wedding shower for Josie 
Zweifel, Vicar Sinatra’s fiancé, for April 27th. Spring cleaning 
of the sanctuary and narthex is scheduled for the week of 
March 18-22 but realizing the late notice some items may get 
cleaned during Holy Week. There was no update from the Mil-
itary Care committee. The Endowment Committee did meet 
with Michael Hendrickson while he was here on break and 
they opted to send him the $600 he was short of meeting the 
Spring Quarter seminary bill. The Oakwood Community has 
installed a new CEO this winter. Cantor’s report: Cantor 
Zieroth is attending the Portage High School Concert this 
evening, where Katze is in both band and choir. Music contin-
ues to go well. Every group is actively practicing for upcoming 
days, including Holy Week. Mr. Trevor Magness is slated to 
play the first weekend of both April and May. He will be at-
tending his godson's wedding in Phoenix the first weekend of 
April. Cantor’s whole family will be attending a goddaughter's 
confirmation in south central Indiana in May. The next organ 
concert is April 28 at 3pm with recitalist Dr. Craig Sproat from 
Concordia University, WI. 
 Board of Trustee’s Report was presented by Greg Frank 
and Steve Paskey. The church roof will get redone when the 
temperature outside is more consistently 50°. The Stain Glass 

Windows will also get started when 
weather is warmer. The lawn fertiliz-
ing bid came in for 2024, will remain 
the same as previous year. The Trus-
tees will go ahead with this company 
again this year. They are making 
plans to do outside clean up this 
spring following the roof repairs. 
 Board of Christian Education 
report was given by Charlotte Redde-
man. The Child Care Center enrollment remains the same. The 
teachers have a training course in Madison. They have hired a 
new teacher, Riley Nugent will be staring later this month. The 
director has mentioned a few brainstorming ideas for the play-
ground such as a more permanent roof for the winter months and 
potentially using more green space such as the vicarage  back 
yard. They also need to upgrade some of the equipment used on 
the playground (ie: wooden tables & playhouse to replace the 
broken/cracked plastic ones). Sunday School has an all grades 
activity this coming weekend. The Ladies Bible Study is finishing 
the 7 Deadly Sins; the men are studying the book of Acts; and 
Sunday morning between services are continuing on the path of 
the Minor Prophets. The Midweek students will have their last 
day on March 20th. The confirmands will continue for a couple of 
weeks, getting in their conversations with the Elders and finishing 
up confirmation items. New candle lighters have arrived and are 
ready for use. 
 Pastor’s Report was given by Rev. David Juhl. Attendance 
for February was up bringing the average for 2024 to 110 per 
weekend. In Madison North and South circuit matters Living 
Christ, Madison remains vacant. Looking ahead one catechumen 
(Jesse Zieroth) will receive First Communion Maundy Thursday, 
March 28th. The other eligible catechumens (Taylon Albrecht, Tim-

othy Juhl, and Kandyn Mack) have chosen to wait. Confirmation is 
scheduled for Sunday, April 14, 2024 at the 10:30 Divine Service. 
Christopher Juhl, Payten See, and Spencer Serwe are this year’s 
pending confirmands. Payten’s and Christopher’s examination is 
Wednesday, April 10th at 6:30 PM. Due to a schedule conflict, 
Spencer’s examination date will be determined by the elders to-
night. There will be NO MONDAY NIGHT DIVINE SERVICE 
on April 1st and April 15th. He and Vicar will be at the District 
Pastors Conference in Manitowoc from April 15-17. We’ll know 
whether we receive a vicar, and who he is, either April 23rd (St. 
Louis) or April 24th (Ft. Wayne). Sunday, April 28th is the first in 
the Marion Hendrickson Memorial Organ Concert Series. Dr. 
Craig Sproat of Concordia University Wisconsin will perform that 
afternoon. 
 Vicar Report was given by Vicar Nicholas Sinatra.  Much of 
his time is occupied by the same things as before, writing ser-
mons, teaching and leading Bible studies, helping Pastor with 
home bound visits and taking care of some of our IT items here at 
St. Peter’s. 
 St. Peter’s has received a request from Amber Schwartz and 
her sons; Hayden, Wyatt, and Myles to transfer here from St. 
John’s, Portage. Charlotte Reddeman made the motion to approve 
the transfer, Brad Larson second, motion carried. 
 There was no old business. 
 New business: The April quarterly meeting date needs to be 
set. Steve Paskey moved that we hold that meeting on Sunday, 
April 21, 2024 between services at 9:30 am. Paul Yamriska pro-
vided the second, motion carried. 
 Dan Schmidt moved to adjourn, Steve Paskey second, mo-
tion carried at 7:22 pm. 
 The meeting was closed with Lord’s Prayer. 
  
               Respectfully submitted, 

Lynnette Taylor, acting Council Secretary 



 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: 

 

Balance on Feb 29, 2024 ......................................... $8,967.22 
Receipts for Mar (est.) ............................................ $18,254.85 
Expenses for Mar (est.) ......................................... $(21,343.07) 
                Shortage/Overage ..................................... $5,878.99 

 

Apr  1   No Monday Service 
Apr  7  8:00 a.m.   Dale Johnson 
        10:30 a.m.   Mike Pertzborn  
Apr  8 6:30 p.m.   Paul Yamriska 
Apr  14    8:00 a.m.      Phil Kruger 
         10:30 a.m. Alex Rehlinger 
Apr  15   No Monday Service 
Apr  21    8:00 a.m.      Mike Manke 
         10:30 a.m. Benjamin Robinson 
Apr  22 6:30 p.m.   Stephen Saager 
Apr  28    8:00 a.m.      Brad Larson 
         10:30 a.m. Mike Pertzborn 
Apr  29 6:30 p.m.   Dan Schmidt  

 
April 7 & 14 

 

No Chairman  No Chairman 
Dave & Wesley Sandstrom           Nathan Campbell 
Craig  & Owen Wendt                      Noah, Haydin, & Lucas                                                             
Glenn Puntney                  Vint Quamme                                                                                                                  
Riley Puntney Vint Quamme, Jr 
Cody Puntney  David Steinke 
Todd, Justin, Hayden Taylor       Alex Rehlinger 
Logan Sandstrom 

  
April 21 & 28 

     
     

John Caldwell, Chr.  Herb Miller, Chr. 
       (635-4762)         (635-4557) 
Mike Manke  Paul Yamriska 
Dale & Tucker Johnson Andrew & Josh Yamriska 
Mark Manke       Jeff Anderson 
Tom Manke                        
                    

Jim & William Plenty (Mondays)                   
  

ELDERS 

 

 

                  APRIL 
 

                                 608-635-4825 
                              Brad Larson 

The table in the narthex has a 
good selection of  cards avail-
able. Stop by and check it 
out!  There is a wide range of 
cards to fit every occasion, 
All proceeds go to the Chris-
tian Women’s Council to help 

support all their good works. There are also a small 
number of craft items available for sale.  You may 
leave your cash or check in the basket on the table. 

 APRIL 
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