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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. PETER’S NET
It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock
of the year past in order to improve the year to come.
It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement
what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of
that is planning our stewardship for the coming year.
Often, we find this difficult and
daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t
have to be. In fact, it is really quite simple
and full of joy. So, here are some tips to
make that planning less stressful. You
begin by answering these three questions:
Who are you?
To whom do I give?
And how much?
So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of
God’s Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a
member of a family? Stewardship covers these three
estates: church, society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles,
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our difficulties, and our questions arise in giving to the
Church.
So, what is our duty as members of the Church
with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives
us a guide. If you are a hearer – a member of the
Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let
the one who is taught the word share all
good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the
Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s
blessed sacraments to you. Your congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the Church, He
has the local congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get
their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).

Continued on page 5

One of this cantor’s greatest joys is being able
to talk about Baptism. We have such wonderful baptismal hymns. But none of that would be true if it weren’t
for Luther getting the trend started. And so, it’s time to
look at his hymn, “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our
Lord”, LSB 406/407. We sing this great hymn on January 10/11, when we remember Christ’s own baptism in
the Jordan River.
If Martin Luther had done nothing but write
hymns he would still be remembered today. Granted,
there was a great need for new hymns in his day because the Reformation brought a renewed accent on
congregational singing, but songs for the congregation
were few and far between. So Luther and others set
about writing hymns. The first hymnal for congregational use was a Lutheran hymnal, published in Luther’s lifetime.
In this hymn, Luther uses Jesus’ Baptism to
show the blessings of our own Baptisms. Jesus, the sinless Son of God, didn’t need to be baptized, but He
was. “For our sake He (the Father) made Him (the Son)
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might
become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians
5:21). Jesus’ Baptism was another way that He identified with us. Baptism becomes a two-way street. Jesus
identifies with us poor sinners and we are clothed in
His righteousness and become God’s children
(Galatians 3:26–27).
Jesus began His ministry with His Baptism in
the Jordan River. Some might say that he began his
ministry after his temptation, and a case can be made
for that. However his baptism was his first public action. In Luke 3:21–22 we see that John the Baptist baptized many, not just Jesus. There were some key differences, though, aside from the fact that Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15). Luke 3:21-22 tells us about a
very obvious difference. At his baptism the Holy Spirit
descended upon Jesus like a dove, and the Father said,
“This is My beloved Son; with whom I am well
pleased.” Luther catches this event in verses three and
four.
In Matthew 28:1-20 we find the “Great Commission.” In it, of course, we find Christ’s command to
baptize all nations in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit. This command from our Savior instituted the Sacrament of Baptism, through which
God forgives sins by water and the Word (Ephesians
5:26). This is caught in verse six of Luther’s hymn.
Christian baptism, while not identical with John the
Baptist’s baptism, still has some strong parallels. This
is one of them. In Mark 1:4 we read, “John appeared,
baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” Notice that
John doesn’t proclaim repentance, forgiveness of sins
and then baptism. Somehow, through a miracle very
similar to Christian baptism, John’s baptism granted
and worked repentance and forgiveness of sins.
Going back to Galatians 3:26-27, we find that,
in Christ, we are all “sons of God.” God removed our
sins in baptism and clothed us with “Christ,” or more
specifically, Christ’s righteousness. Our human eyes
may only see water, but we are connected to the death
and resurrection of Jesus, caught in the final verse of
the hymn (Romans 6:3).
Peter later confronted the Jews with their role
in crucifying the Messiah. Many were shaken and
wanted to know what to do. Peter answered, Peter said,
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts
2:38). The saving gift of the Holy Spirit is faith (and
the continuation of that faith), which comes through
the Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. Notice here
that repentance comes before baptism. So we have the
pattern established that the Church follows to this day.
If the non-Christian we are dealing with is an adult,
you instruct until they repent and come to faith in Jesus, then you baptize. However not everyone can receive instruction. An infant, for example, still needs to
be saved by grace through faith, but can’t understand a
sermon. In such a case we baptize first and instruct as
the child grows. The baptism works the repentance and
faith. How can baptism do this? Well look at Peter’s
words. Baptism grants the Holy Spirit, and it is the
Spirit who “calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies us
in the one true Christian Faith.” So the bottom line is
this: it is always the Holy Spirit who brings us to faith.
It doesn’t matter what age we are when He does this.
What a great and glorious God we have to do all of
this for us!
Happy New Year to you! May you find comfort in God’s Means of Grace, Word and Sacraments,
all year long!
Send a special thank you to our musicians over the
Christmas season! Bell choir players: Lori Saager,
Matthew Saager, John Smith, James Saager, Judy
Smith, Stephen Saager, Cynthia Hemp, Linda Manthey, Debbie McVey. Soloists: Debbie McVey, Ashley
Hagenow.
In His service,
Cantor Geremy Zieroth

BIBLE STUDIES
Bible Study has resumed Sundays though we
will meet in the classroom by the kitchen and offices.
Tables and distancing are being observed.
Friday morning Bible Study is also in the
same classroom at 7:30am.
Join in time of fellowship and discussion of
God’s Word.

Lower Grades
Children’s Christmas Program:
Christmas from
Head to Toe. Featuring (in alphabetical order):
Kainsley Mack,
Kandyn Mack,
Kiptyn Mack,
Oakley Mack,
Anna Zieroth, and
Jesse Zieroth

Upper grades Christmas program performed during the Carol
Service on Christmas Eve “A Family Tree of Royalty”. Featuring performances by (in alphabetical order): Kayson Mack,
Maddox Mack, Brock Wendt, Katze Zieroth, and Nora Zieroth

Remember, you can give
online at StPetersArlington.org, with options for
designated and automatic
giving. Thanks for your
generosity and support.

CHOIR, MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES
Cantor has lots of musical options for soloists,
duets, small groups, and instrumentalists. Handbells
will play on a limited basis. Rehearsals will be Sundays during the Sunday School hour or by arrangement with Cantor.
Help us make a joyful noise with your musical gifts!

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool
WMELS Accredited
4-K Host Site for Poynette School District

We have been busy and hard at work to help
the youngsters get through school this past month.
With two weeks of virtual learning we had our hands
full, but with the help of Charlotte for a few days and
with our new staff member, Abby Walsh, starting we
got it all figured out and under control. The school district also sent a para professional from the school and
we were blessed with such a kind lady to help the children.
We also have been taking to the children about
“The Reason For The Season.” We are teaching them
about Jesus’s birth and what that means for us. We also have been singing songs to celebrate the birth of
Christ, and the children have really enjoyed it. We
hope to record a few songs they sing and share it with
the parents because due to Covid we are unable to
have our normal little Christmas concert.
We also want to take the time to wish all of you
a Happy and Healthy New Year. Please take the time
to be thankful for all God has given us, and for the
blessings he bestows on us.

I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the
people of the congregation who
have stepped up to help in this
time of vacancy, especially the
Board of Elders, the Trustee,
and the Board of Christian Education. A special thanks to
Geremy and Lynnette for their
extra efforts. Thank you,
President Jim Rittmeyer.

1/2
1/7
1/8
1/18
1/25

Cynthia Hemp
Pamela Childs
Judy Smith
James Dobratz
Joyce Herwig

JANUARY
635-4825

Volunteers
*following COVID –19
procedures

DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY
Jan 3/4
The Epiphany of Our Lord (observed)
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-11
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

Sermon:
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 378 - 395 - 412 - 400
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

Jan 10/11

Sermon:
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 394 - 407 - 594 - 405
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: Upper Sunday School (8am)

Baptism of Our Lord

Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Romans 6:1-11
Mark 1:4-11
Jan 17/18

2nd Sunday after Epiphany

1 Samuel 3:1-20
Psalm 139:1-10
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

Jan 24/25

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62
1 Corinthians 7:29-35
Mark 1:14-20
Jan 31/Feb 1

4th Sunday after Epiphany

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Sermon:
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 396 - 533 - 397 - 830
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: Lower Sunday School (10:30am)

Sermon:
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 833 - 839 - 856 - 409
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: Handbells
Sermon:
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 849 - 842 - 620 - 583
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: Handbells
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How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give:
Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2);
Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12);
Generously (2 Cor. 8:20);
Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev.
27:30); and
With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7),
and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
In other words, giving to the Church is not
to be an afterthought, given after everything else
is spent. In this way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or
yearly – keeping in mind our own strengths,
weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent.
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent
was the standard for the Israelites. This was a
command for the ancient Israelites. We can give
as much as we want, but ask yourself: Do we real-

ly want to be less generous than was commanded
of the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament
Church bigger or smaller than the job given to Israel?
And how are we to give it? We give it with
eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully
and with love, not out of compulsion. For through
the preaching of the Gospel and the administration
of the sacraments, God has made us His children,
forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace,
promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy
Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship,
our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part
in the work that He accomplishes here on earth,
providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel
as well as those who are in need. Taking part in
that makes all our work holy – work that is done in
service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom.
Printed from: LCMS Stewardship Ministry

COUNCIL MINUTES December 8, 2020
The December 8th meeting of the
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
council meeting was called to
order by President Jim Rittmeyer at 6:37 pm. This meeting was
held in the sanctuary so social
distancing can be observed. In
attendance were: Tom Crum,
Bob Hagenow, Elizabeth
Hutchinson, Bill Manthey, Tyson Miller, Calvin Moll, John Penshorn, Keith Podoll,
Barbara Reddeman, Charlotte Reddeman, James
Rittmeyer, Dan Schmidt, Lynnette Taylor, Paul
Yamriska, and Geremy Zieroth.
Cantor Geremy Zieroth gave the opening devotional from Luke 21. So much can trip us up and cause
our hearts to faint in fear. Jesus knows this so straighten
up. His promise of redemption is drawing near. He will
always point to the promise of redemption that He gave
us through His sacrifice on the cross.
The agenda was presented. It was requested that
we add “Job Description and Governance” to new business. Charlotte Reddeman moved approval, Dan Schmidt
second, motion carried.
Secretary’s minutes were read. Bob Hagenow
moved approval, John Penshorn second, motion carried.
The Financial secretary’s report was presented by Bob
Hagenow. He reports that we are at 95.4% of giving
comparted to the year prior. We are at 87% of the budget
compared to 2019. The mission fund is at 106.5%. Beth
Hutchinson moved approval, Bill Manthey second, motion carried.
The Treasurer’s report was presented. Barb
Reddeman gave the current checking account balance at
$18, 943.86 and this includes one deposit, all bills presented on the report but no payroll for December yet. We
did receive another bill from Arlington Hardware for the
boiler. Paul Yamriska moved to pay this portion of the
repairs out of the heat fund, John Penshorn seconded,
motion carried. Dan Schmidt moved approval of the
treasurer’s report, Keith Podoll second, motion carried.
The Elders report began with the military care
committee indicating that two packages will be sent for
Christmas, then it was discovered that one of the members will be home before Christmas so they won’t send
his package to Georgia but rather deliver it instead. Paul
Yamriska relayed that he had done some checking on
salary options for Vacancy Pastors and we need to update our payment plans some. Pulpit pastors should also
be getting paid milage along with their pay for that
preaching. The Elders have secured a Pastor for every
service except for the 6:30 pm service on Christmas Eve
and the Christmas Day service. Advent services are being covered by teams of two elders. The livestream
seems to be going well. He reported that our “First Responders” as far as Elders will be John Penshorn and Bill
Manthey. He purchased them a book called “Visitation”
from CPH that they can use for these situations. Paul
then asked for aoproval for the job description he was

working on for a vacancy pastor. John Penshorn moved to
give Paul Yamriska authority to make decisions on vacancy
issues without council approval beforehand. Keith Podoll
second, motion carried. Cantor Geremy Zieroth gave his
report that the Sunday School programs for Christmas are
going well and will be ready for performances on their
scheduled dates. He is also keeping track of what Gospels
each Pastor is using so that we can keep up with songs and
readings appropriately.
The Trustees reported that they put in a new thermostat for the sanctuary. They have also assessed the Parsonage needs: painting, carpet, faucets, etc., but do not
know the costs of that project yet.
The Board of Christian Education reports that the
Child Care Center is going well. They have hired a new part
time person, Abigail Walsh. They also put a new load of
wood chips on the playground. The Sunday School is doing
great. There are 5 of the older children who are going to
perform on Christmas Eve. The lower grades will do their
program on Sunday, December 20th with at least six children. Midweek classes have continued under the instruction
of Cantor Geremy Zieroth through December. High School
Youth group doesn’t have much happening right now.
There are still Bible studies on Fridays and Sundays.
No Pastor’s report. President Rittmeyer did offer up
a thank you to everyone who stepped up to get the decorating completed.
Old business began with a report from Bob Hagenow on the budget. He reminded the group that the budget is just a best guess on what St. Peter’s intends to spend,
but will ultimately be guided by the contributions that are
given. They have put a number in as a placeholder for the
Pastor’s salary and also for the Parsonage facelift. The committee recommended keeping the mission budget at $14,000
with the same designations as the prior year. The nominating committee indicated that they have filled the Assistant
Financial Secretary position, the Endowment Committee
and Board of Christian Education are full but they still need
Elders and Trustees.
Keith Podoll moved to hold our annual voters’
meeting on January 31, 2021 at 1:00 pm. Barb Reddeman
second, motion carried. The next item of new business was
added to the agenda at the beginning of the meeting. Bob
Hagenow went over the job description for the Child Care
Center director that he had obtained from Dr. Chris Cody at
the District Office and amended to fit our center, a valid
and up-to-date job description. It is really a guide to work
for the Department of Labor Law, should we need to have it
for a worker to return to work. There was discussion of the
requirements for a director (ie: education, state certification,
etc.) Charlotte Reddeman moved to accept the proposal for
the St. Peter’s Child Care Center director position. Keith
Podoll second, motion carried.
Tom Crum moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:55
pm, John Penshorn second, motion carried. Meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. Elder meeting followed.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lynnette Taylor
Council Secretary

ELDERS

FINANCIAL REPORT
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND:

Jan 3
Balance on Nov 30, 2020 ...................................... $24,368.47
Receipts for Dec (est.) ............................................ $17,093.00
Expenses for Dec (est.) ......................................... ($15,489.04)
Shortage/Overage ................................... $25,972.43

Jan 4
Jan 10
Jan 11
Jan 17
Jan 18
Jan 24
Jan 25
Jan 31

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Cameron Gramse
Tom Crum
_____________
John Penshorn
Tyson Miller
Paul Yamriska
Calvin Moll
Dan Schmidt
Bill Manthey
John Penshorn
Dan Schmidt
Bill Manthey
Calvin Moll
Paul Yamriska

JANUARY
January 6, 10 & 17
Early

Jeff Anderson ,Chr.
(434-9764)
Dave & Wesley Sandstrom
Austin Anderson
Craig & Owen Wendt
Glenn Puntney
Riley & Cody Puntney
Todd, Justin, Hayden Taylor
Logan Sandstrom

Late

Chr.
()
Nathan Campbell
Noah, Haydin, & Lucas
Vint Quamme
Tom Crum
Vint Quamme, Jr
David Steinke

January 24 & 31
John Caldwell, Chr.
(635-4762)
Mike Manke
Dale & Tucker Johnson
Mark & Fred Manke
Tom Manke
Kraig See

The table in the narthex has a
good selection of cards available Stop by and check it out!
There is a wide range of cards
to fit every occasion and all
proceeds go to the Christian
Women’s Council to help support all their good
works. There are also a number of craft items available for sale. You may leave your cash or check in
the basket on the table.

Herb Miller, Chr.
(635-4557)
Paul Yamriska
Andrew & Josh Yamriska
Charles Hilgendorf
Jim & William Plenty (Mondays)

3

17

24

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class/SS
Music sessions
10:30 AM Divine Service
1:00 PM Annual Voters’
Meeting

Epiphany 4 31

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class/SS
Music sessions
10:30 AM Divine Service

Epiphany 3

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class/SS
Music sessions
10:30 AM Divine Service
10:30 AM Lower Gr Sing

Epiphany 2

8:00 AM Divine Service
8:00 AM Upper Gr Sing
9:15 AM Bible Class/SS
Music sessions
10:30 AM Divine Service

Baptism of our Lord 10

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class/SS
Music sessions
10:30 AM Divine Service

Epiphany

SUNDAY

4

5

12

27

20

13

6

THURSDAY

Fax: 608-635-2753
www.stpetersarlington.org

4:00 PM Midweek

4:00 PM Midweek

4:00 PM Midweek

4:00 PM Midweek

WEDNESDAY

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

26

19

6:00 PM Bd of Ed
6:30 PM Council
7:30 PM Bd of Elders

TUESDAY

Phone: 608-635-4825
E-mail: stpeterluth@gmail.com

6:30PM Divine Service

25

6:30PM Divine Service

18

6:30PM Divine Service

11

6:30PM Divine Service

MONDAY

28

21

14

7

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

29

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

22

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

15

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

Church Office &
Child Care Closed
8

New Year’s Day 1

FRIDAY

No Men’s Bible
Class

CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2021
SATURDAY

30

23

16

9

2

