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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. PETER’S NET
Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word of God in sermon, song, and sacrament.
We hear the proclamation of the message of the
angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke
2:10-11). We mingle our voices with theirs as
we sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased” (Luke 2:14)! We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in manger but wrapped in bread and wine
placed into our mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation. We feast in great joy indeed because of
this great blessing from our Lord and God.
God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with
great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing on
His people. And He commanded them to feast upon it
(Deuteronomy 16). The people were to go to the place
appointed, where the Lord would make His name dwell,
and give offerings, each man as he was able, according
to the blessing of the Lord that He had given them
(Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).
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And there the Lord would bless them with joy as
they feasted upon what the Lord had provided. They ate
of the choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the
company of all the people of God as they together heard
His promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful
goodness, and partook of what He gave.
We feast on the Word who became flesh to
dwell among us, not just during Christmas but
throughout all the year. We feast not just on the
salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all the
temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us. We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in
house and home, property and income, family and
friends.
Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from
ancient Israel, give as we are able, according to the
blessing of the Lord our God that He has given us. Let
us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our
income, which He gives, so that all may know and enjoy
the salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior
born in the city of David, who is Christ the Lord.
Printed from: LCMS Stewardship Ministry

3.See, the Lamb, so long expected,
“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29)

Welcome to Advent! We look this month at one of the oldest hymns that
we have, “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” (LSB 345). We join with
the church at large to sing this great hymn on Advent 3, December 13/14.
If you have something important to communicate to someone,
you first need to get their attention. And if you need to get someone’s
attention quickly, there are numerous approaches you could take. Yes,
there’s the always red exclamation point attached to the email, or the allcaps text message. But what about when you’re within sight or shouting
distance of the people who need to know the news you need to share? To
get their attention, perhaps you whistle, wave your arms, or yell.
There’s a lot of attention-getting that happens during Advent,
and a lot of it is carried out by John the Baptizer. While his choice of
clothing and eating habits may have gained him attention, we remember
him not for who he was, but for whom he was the attention-getter. As
John the Baptizer says in John’s gospel, “I am the voice of one crying out
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” (John 1:23 ESV)
Throughout the season of Advent, we look for the coming
Christ, and as our attention is turned, so our lives are turned in repentance to receive the gifts that Christ brings. We “cast away the works of
darkness” and “haste, with tears of sorrow” and receive the “pardon,”
“mercy,” and “words of love” of our coming Savior.
Whoever was the 6th -or-7th -century-or-so writer of this hymn
was also an attention-getter. The archaic “Hark!” which begins this hymn
is a translation of the original Latin ecce, which seems to be the go-to
attention-getting word in that language. It can also be translated as “Lo!”,
“Behold!”, “Look!”, or “See!” It’s no accident that several Advent and
Christmas hymns begin with these words. There’s important news to
share both in anticipation of and in response to Jesus’ birth. But just as
John’s attention-getting dress and diet was not the primary point, rather a
pointing to his message and the point of his message, so the hymnwriter’s attention-getting “Hark!” serves as an opening to a hymn full of
messages for us—all taken fairly directly from scripture, as the best
hymns do. Hymnal companion commentaries on this hymn point out that
almost every line of the Latin hymn is related to a passage from scripture.
Consider the following connections between hymn and scripture. Allow
them to lead you in prayer and meditation.
1.Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!/
“Christ is near,” we hear it say./
“Cast away the works of darkness,
“Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works
of darkness and put on the armor of light.” (Romans 13:11-12)
All you children of the day!”
“I, Jesus… am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning
star.” (Revelation 22:16)
2.Startled at the solemn warning,/
Let the earthbound soul arise;/
Christ, its Sun, all sloth dispelling,/
Shines upon the morning skies.
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has
risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will
be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light.” (Isaiah 60:1-3)

Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
(Romans 3:23-24)
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,/
One and all, to be forgiven.
“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched
and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your
joy to gloom.” (James 4:8-9)
4.So, when next He comes in glory
And the world is wrapped in fear,
“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the
waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on
the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” (Luke 21:25- 27)
He will shield us with His mercy,
And with words of love draw near.
“He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according
to our iniquities. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are
dust.” (Psalm 103:10, 14)
As we enter this new season, new church year, and new era in
Arlington history, we take comfort in the everlasting promise that Jesus is
coming to save us soon. Rejoice!

In His service,
Cantor Geremy Zieroth

CHOIR, MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES
Cantor has lots of musical options for soloists,
duets, small groups, and instrumentalists. Handbells
will play on a limited basis. Rehearsals will be Sundays during the Sunday School hour or by arrangement with Cantor.
Help us make a joyful noise with your musical gifts!

Due to the
recent spike in
positive cases, the
Elders have suspended serving
coffee and cookies between services.

A fresh look

12/1
12/2
12/2
12/3
12/7
12/11
12/12
12/18
12/24

George Plenty
Terry Grinde
Sandy Paske
David Tomlinson
Vicki Stewart
Cynthia Thurston
Linda Manthey
William Hutchinson
Bill Steffenhagen

Just when everything is bearing down on us to such
an extent that we can scarcely withstand it, the
Christmas message comes to tell us that all our ideas are wrong, and that what we take to be evil and
dark is really good and light because it comes from
God. Our eyes are at fault, that is all.
God is in the manger, wealth in poverty, light in darkness, succor in abandonment. No evil can befall us;
whatever men may do to us, they cannot but serve
the God who is secretly revealed as love and rules
the world and our lives.
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger

BIBLE STUDIES

CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY Included in this
newsletter. So that the entire congregation has the
opportunity to give proper input, this survey (a brief,
two-page survey regarding the qualities the congregation would like to see in the next pastor) is inserted in the newsletter for you to fill out. This information is helpful to the call committee. Please do
not include your name so that all information is received equitably. Return this survey to the church
office, preferably by the first week of December.
There is a box on the kitchen counter by the church
office for them to be placed. If you need explanation
of the categories, please contact the church office
and they can be forwarded to you.

Bible Study has resumed Sundays though we
will meet in the classroom by the kitchen and offices.
Tables and distancing are being observed.
Friday morning Bible Study is also in the
same classroom at 7:30am.
Join in time of fellowship and discussion of
God’s Word.

Remember, you can give
online at StPetersArlington.org, with options for
designated and automatic
giving. Thanks for your
generosity and support.

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool
WMELS Accredited
4-K Host Site for Poynette School District

We pray this finds all of you well and healthy. What
trying times we are facing, however may we find
peace knowing everything rests in the hands of the
Lord.
The daycare continues to do well. Our staff finds ways
to joke and laugh, even when faced with the fear of
closure. The children are adjusting well to the virtual
Wednesdays and have a great handle on how and
what they are suppose to be doing.
The preschool is also having fun and doing well. The
children have been learning about fall and also about
Harvesting. Next week we will be helping the children
learn what being Thankful means and talking about
what in our lives we already have to be thankful for.
We also will be replenishing the wood chips in the
next couple of weeks. We are planning to hopefully
spot fill them after this year.
We want to send our best wishes to the Amen family
with the journey ahead. We pray this adventure
serves them well.
We wish everyone a safe and Happy Holiday Season.

Parents and College Students:
Please let us know what your college
address is going to be so that we can
keep in touch through the coming
year! Just email the Church Office:

stpeterluth@gmail.com

DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
November 29/30 1st Sunday in Advent
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Psalm 24
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 21:1-9
December 2
Midweek in Advent 1
TBA
December 6/7 2nd Sunday in Advent
Malachi 3:1-7b
Psalm 66:1-12
Philippians 1:2-11
Luke 3:1-20
December 9 Midweek in Advent 2
TBA

Order: DSIV, p 203
Hymns: 331 - 332 - 341 - 343
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: Upper Sunday School (8am)
Order: Evening Prayer, p. 243
Hymns: Requests - 342 - 338
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Order: DSIV, p 203
Hymns: 334 - 336 - 353 - 333
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: Lower Grades Sunday School (10:30am)
Order: Evening Prayer, p. 243
Hymns: Carols by Request - 352 - 350
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

December 13/14 3rd Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 11:2-11
December 16 Midweek in Advent 3
TBA

Order: DSIV, p. 203
Hymns: 347 - 345 - 344 - 349
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

December 17/20

Order: DSIV, p. 203
Hymns: 933 - 357 - 356 - 383
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: Handbells

4th Sunday in Advent

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm 89:1-5
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38
December 20
9:30am
December 23
TBA

Lower Grades Sunday School Christmas Program

Midweek in Advent 4

December 24

Order: Evening Prayer, p. 243
Hymns: Carols by Request - 335 - 333
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

Order: Evening Prayer, p. 243
Hymns: Carols by Request - 353 - 378
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

Upper Grades Sunday School Christmas Program
Hymns: 364, 376, 386, 392, 393
December 24
Christmas Eve (10:00pm)
Order: Candlelight Communion Service
Isaiah 7:10-14
Hymns: 358, 361, 363, 370, 374, 377, 379,
1 John 4:7-16
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Matthew 1:18-25
December 25

6:30pm

Christmas Day (9:00am)
Order: DSV (modified)
Hymns: 368, 373, 380, 381, 384, 387
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm 80:1-7
Titus 3:4-7
John 1:1-18

December 27/28

1st Sunday after Christmas

Isaiah 11:1-5
Psalm 89:1-8
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40
December 31

New Year’s Eve/Circumcision &
Name of Jesus (6:30pm)
Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 8
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 2:21

Order: DSI, p 151
Hymns: 359 - 389 - 375 - 367
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 362 - 900 - 366 - 390
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

COUNCIL MINUTES November 10, 2020
The November 10th meeting
of the St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church council meeting was
called to order by President
Jim Rittmeyer at 6:35 pm.
Pastor Christopher Amen
gave the opening devotional
from Sunday’s Epistle reading, the first book of Phillipians. It is a fitting reading for today. Thank God for
all of you these past five and a half years. Prayers
that the congregation remains in the Gospel. Divine
calls are always good, good comes from them because they are God’s call.
The agenda was presented. Bob Hagenow
moved approval, Dan Schmidt second, motion carried.
Secretary’s minutes were read. Cameron
Gramse moved approval, Tom Crum second, motion
carried.
The Financial secretary’s report was presented by Bob Hagenow. He reports that through October, St. Peter’s is at 92% of giving comparted to the
year prior. We are at 85% of the budget compared to
87% in 2019. The Sunday School Bike-a-thon raised
$1230 so all items that were voted on will be able to
be purchased. The month of November should come
out nicely since we have Thanksgiving and an extra
Sunday. Dan Schmidt moved approval, John
Penshorn second, motion carried.
The Treasurer’s report was presented. Barb
Reddeman gave the current checking account balance at $17, 198.01 and this includes two deposits,
all bills presented on the report and one payroll for
November paid. We did received the bill from Arlington Hardware for the boiler valve replacements.
Options for payment were discussed. Bob Hagenow
moved to use $3000 from Gerry Rouse’s memorial
and the balance $868.17 from the PreK building use
fund, Tom Crum second, motion carried. Barb
Reddeman asked for advice on reminding the Child
Care Center staff that paperwork needed by the
bookkeepers be presented in a timely fashion. The
Elders asked Tom Crum to be the one to contact
them regarding that issue. Paul Yamriska moved
approval of the treasurer’s report, Dan Schmidt second, motion carried.
The Elders report began with the notation
that we are still in need of one more Elder. We have
all the rest of the services for November with at
least one Elder in attendance. The military care
committee send out two packages to arrive around
Veterans Day. Cantor Geremy Zieroth gave his report starting with a recap of Reformation and a

thank you to the instrumentalists that played during the
services. Handbells have played a few times but with
their smaller numbers and shortened practice times,
they are playing pieces written for them by Cantor
himself. Very impressive. The Sunday School choirs
are going strong and especially the little kids are full of
energy.
The Trustees reported that they have a contract
with Stoltenburg Painting to continue to do the snowplowing this winter. There were other bids that come
in from the Madison area. The boilers are done and are
working.
The Board of Christian Education reports that
the Child Care Center is going well. The Pre K program is also going well. The Sunday School is good.
Midweek classes are good. The Youth group is good.
Bible Studies are good. There are several people stepping up to fill the void left by Becky Amen in the 1st
and 2nd grade Sunday School. The Sunday School has
decided to continue with the current curriculum and
are ordering the booklets needed for spring.
The Pastor’s report indicated that at this point
he is mostly working to get things squared away for
those who have asked. Lists of things that need done
and other instructions. The Vacancy Pastor situation is
being worked out. Pastor Grant Sorenson has agreed to
handle the Monday evening services, as well as the
Christmas Eve candlelight service. Christmas Day service is still being worked on. Pastor Greg Hovland has
been appointed the circuit visitor by President Wille.
There is no old business.
New business is that President Wille called upon President Rittmeyer on the Monday after Pastor
Amen accepted the call to St. Paul’s in Pipestone, MN
to get a call committee together. The Call Committee
is Keith Podoll, Bill Hageman, Charlotte Reddeman,
Shelly Miller, and Kim Kriewaldt. They will be meeting with Pastor Greg Hovland and President Wille on
Thursday at 6:00 pm.
Tom Crum extended a thank you to Pastor
Amen for his service to St. Peter’s and wished him the
best in his move to Minnesota.
Paul Yamriska moved to adjourn the meeting at
7:31 pm, John Penshorn second, motion carried. Meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. Elder meeting
followed.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lynnette Taylor
Council Secretary

ELDERS

FINANCIAL REPORT
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND:

Dec 6
Balance on Oct 31, 2020 ....................................... $20,142.10
Receipts for Nov (est.)............................................ $13,164.71
Expenses for Nov (est.) ........................................ ($13,943.32)
Shortage/Overage ................................... $19,363.49

Dec 7
Dec 13
Dec 14
Dec 20
Dec 21
Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 27
Dec 28
Dec 31

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

John Penshorn
Paul Yamriska
Calvin Moll
John Penshorn
Tyson Miller
Dan Schmidt
Cameron Gramse
Tom Crum
Tyson Miller
Bill Manthey
_____________
Calvin Moll
Tom Crum
Cameron Gramse
Paul Yamriska
Bill Manthey
Dan Schmidt

DECEMBER

December 6 & 13
Early

Keith Podoll, Chr.
(635-8012)
Larry & Alex Saager
Bill & Justin Hageman
Greg & Patrick Frank
Kim & Brock Kriewaldt

Late

Chr. ( )

Roger Frank
Steve Paskey
Brad Zimmermann &
Hunter & Tanner & Jakob

December 20, 24/25 & 27
Wayne Hanson
Cameron Gramse
Steve & Matt Hustad
Calvin Moll
Nate & Austin Moll

CHRISTMAS CARDS ARE OUT!
The table in the narthex has a
good selection of cards available. Stop by and check it
out! There is a wide range of
cards to fit every occasion
and all proceeds go to the
Christian Women’s Council
to help support all their good works. There are also a
number of craft items still available for sale. You
may leave your cash or check in the basket on the
table.

Jim Paske
Shayne Brasda

DECEMBER
635-4825

Volunteers
*following COVID –19
procedures

6

13

7

21

6:30PM Divine Service

14

6:30PM Divine Service

MONDAY

27

8:00 AM Divine Service
10:30 AM Divine Service

Christmas 1

8

1

29

22

15

6:00 PM Bd of Ed
6:30 PM Council
7:30 PM Bd of Elders

TUESDAY

Phone: 608-635-4825
E-mail: stpeterluth@gmail.com

9

2

THURSDAY

17

10

3

6:30 PM New Year
Eve Service

31

6:30 PM Carol
Service
10:00 PM Candlelight Service

Fax: 608-635-2753
www.stpetersarlington.org

30

5:30 PM Advent Service

23 Christmas Eve 24

4:00 PM Midweek
5:30 PM Advent Service

16

4:00 PM Midweek
5:30 PM Advent Service

4:00 PM Midweek
5:30 PM Advent Service

WEDNESDAY

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

6:30PM Divine Service

28

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:30 AM Lower Gr.
Christmas Program
6:30PM Divine Service
10:30 AM Divine Service

Advent 4 20

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class/SS
Music sessions
10:30 AM Divine Service

Advent 3

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class/SS
Music sessions
10:30 AM Divine Service
10:30 AM Lower Gr Sing

Advent 2

SUNDAY

FRIDAY

4

Church Office &
Child Care Closed

No Men’s Bible
Class

Christmas Day 25

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

18

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

11

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 2020
5

26

9-11AM Rehearsal/
Practice (all)

19

9-11AM Rehearsal/
Practice (all)

12

9-11 AM Rehearsal/
Practice (3-8)

SATURDAY

