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Dear saints of God in Christ Jesus of St. Peter’s Lutheran, 

 At the end of May, we will have had 12 Sundays, including 3 midweek Lenten services, Holy Week, and the 
entirety of the Easter season with limited gatherings. To put it bluntly, the devil has taken a mighty swing at the 
restriction of God’s Word of Christ’s death and resurrection from being proclaimed and just as he took a mighty swing 
on Good Friday our Lord has triumphed gloriously.  
 Thanks be to God that we have opportunity to receive God’s Word through home resources, online resources, 
and encourage and support each other as the people of God. It has certainly been less than ideal to have worship 
services online but certainly better than nothing. Likewise, it has been less than ideal to have only small group 
communion offerings but we rejoice that many still receive the Lord’s gifts in Word and Sacrament.  
 With this in mind, it is time for us to gather again as the people of God. Our Lord is an incarnational God. We 
use this word “incarnate” in our confession of faith in the Creed. It means, in the flesh, embodied. He came to be with 
us, not virtually and not even in a spiritual way, but as we confess in the Creed, He came to be with us in a body, He 
came to be with us in person. He comes to us in person still, in a preached Word, in water, in bread and wine that is His 
body and blood. Our Lord loves to be with His people and have His people gathered together with each other. We are 
called not to be a people spread out but a people gathered together.  
 I have used the analogy before and it is quite true for us now. When you have a pile of charcoal together and it 
is lit and fueled it produces a great heat and energy and you can do great things like grilling and heating. When one coal 
is pulled out, that coal will have heat for a little while but it will quickly fade. Amazingly, when the coal is placed back 
on the pile it rekindles. When the entire pile is scattered it is a less intense heat and it can go out. The heat is still going, 
but we all need to be brought together again. It has been a trying time but thanks be to God He has kept us safe and 
healthy but He now calls us to be Safer at Home in the House of the Lord.  

Services and Details 

 Capacity will be 50 people per service, this keeps with recommendations for our building size and capacity 
while allowing for social distancing. All doors will be opened during service times, otherwise only the office door will 
be open during other hours. 

 Services Times: Sunday, May 24th and May 31st:  9am  (Facebook Live) 
    Sundays beginning June 7th:  8am & 9:30am (9:30am Facebook Live) 
    Mondays beginning June 1st:  6:30pm 
    Wednesdays:    6:00pm  Compline Prayer, Facebook Live 

 To attend, please sign up on Signup Genius (link on our website and social media) or call the church office to be 
signed up.  

Considerations when attending services: 
 * Bulletin and order of service will be available on the table in the narthex. 
 * Every other pew is available for seating. One household per pew please. 
 * Offering plates will be at the entrance & front of the church as you approach the altar for communion.    
  The plates are sanitized between each service. Thank you for your faithful and generous support during   
  this time. Also, online giving remains available at StPetersArlington.org. 
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 * Communion distribution will be by pew, receiving in front of the altar steps. Pastor and Elder will be    
  wearing masks for distribution as well as sanitizing hands before distribution. 
 * Please assist with wiping or spraying your pew afterward and if you desire other areas. Many hands    
  make this a short task and is a great way to serve your neighbor who may follow after you. Materials   
  will be provided. 
 * Take all bulletins and services home with you. We should not have them left in narthex and will not    
  reuse them. All items will be replaced between services. 
 * Please do not congregate in the parking lot or outdoor areas at this time. Sure, catch up briefly, but be    
  aware that time between services is shorter and social distancing maintained. 

Sunday School and Bible Studies: 
 * Sunday School will continue to be offered via Zoom at 10am with materials mailed out each week. 
 * Bible Study will continue Mondays at 7:30pm via Zoom. 
 * Friday Morning Bible Study will resume at 7:30am beginning May 29th. 

Communion Hours Beginning June 1: No signup necessary 
 Sundays 10:15am (following 9:30am service) until noon. 
 Mondays 7:45am-11:30am; 4pm-6pm (prior to service) 
 Wednesdays 4pm-7:30pm 

 Please stay home if you are sick, anyone in your household is sick, or showing symptoms. Also, if you are of 
high risk or uncomfortable yet with social gatherings, we understand. There is freedom in the Gospel for taking such 
care and precaution. Please continue to make use of online service opportunities and make time to receive the Lord’s 
gifts in Holy Communion. I would remind you that the CDC defining close contact is 10 minutes within six feet. Trust 
God. He wants to be in contact with you. 
 It’s a strange time still. We have lots of Gospel freedom. Hopefully these precautions make everyone feel 
comfortable and safer in the house of the Lord. They are still not ideal. But it is the day the Lord has made, we will 
rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118:24) while being glad when they said unto us, let us go to the house of the Lord 
(Psalm 122:1).  


