THE SECOND WORD FROM THE CROSS

Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.

Opening Sentences - Isaiah 53:5
But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.

Psalm 38

O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath! For your arrows have sunk into me,
and your hand has come down on me. There is no soundness in my flesh because of your indignation;
there is no health in my bones because of my sin. For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy
burden, they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and fester because of my foolishness, | am utterly
bowed down and prostrate; all the day | go about mourning. For my sides are filled with burning, and
there is no soundness in my flesh. | am feeble and crushed; | groan because of the tumult of my heart. O
Lord, all my longing is before you; my sighing is not hidden from you. My heart throbs; my strength fails
me, and the light of my eyes—it also has gone from me. My friends and companions stand aloof from my
plague, and my nearest kin stand far off. Those who seek my life lay their snares; those who seek my hurt
speak of ruin and meditate treachery all day long. But | am like a deaf man; | do not hear, like a mute
man who does not open his mouth. | have become like a man who does not hear, and in whose mouth
are no rebukes. But for you, O LORD, do | wait; it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer. For | said, “Only
let them not rejoice over me, who boast against me when my foot slips!” For | am ready to fall, and my
pain is ever before me. | confess my iniquity; | am sorry for my sin. But my foes are vigorous, they are
mighty, and many are those who hate me wrongfully. Those who render me evil for good accuse me
because | follow after good. Do not forsake me, O LORD! O my God, be not far from me! Make haste to
help me, O Lord, my salvation!

Prayer

Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was
willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon
the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Psalm 22:25-26

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows | will perform before those who fear him.
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD! May your hearts live
forever!

Lesson - Saint Luke 23:35-43

And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved
others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of
the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the
Jews.”

One of the criminals who was hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him,
“Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”



Message — Rev. Chris Amen

Prayers from the Bidding Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is
governed and sanctified, receive the supplications and prayers which we offer before
You for all Your servants in Your holy Church that every member of the same may truly
serve You according to Your calling.

Almighty God and Father, because You always grant growth to Your Church, increase
the faith and understanding of our catechumens that, rejoicing in their new birth by the
water of Holy Baptism, they may forever continue in the family of those whom You
adopt as Your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Sentences - Isaiah 53:6
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LoRD has laid
on him the iniquity of us all.

447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes LSB 447 sts. 4-6

4 Jesus, pitying the sighs
Of the thief, who near You dies,
Promising him paradise:
Hear us, holy Jesus.

5 May we in our guilt and shame
Still Your love and mercy claim,
Calling humbly on Your name:

Hear us, holy Jesus.

6 May our hearts to You incline
And their thoughts Your cross entwine.
Cheer our souls with hope divine:
Hear us, holy Jesus.



