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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Preparation for the Journey

In the Hobbit and Lord of the Rings tril-
ogy, Bilbo Baggins left the Shire in haste with little
preparation for a great journey. Tolkien even notes that
he had no time to grab an extra kerchief. While there
are times for sudden preparations and quick journeys,
often times there is a time of buildup and preparation.
We often make journeys with plans of where we are
going, how we will get there, and knowing what we
will need for the journey. And like Bilbo, we rarely
travel alone.

Lent is often seen as such a journey, a
journey through suffering and repentance leading to the
suffering of Christ in Holy Week and rejoicing in His
glorious resurrection at Easter. Coming off the heels of
celebrations of Advent and Christmas of Christ’s com-
ing for us, then the Magi arriving, then Jesus’ baptism,
and several miracles it is a dramatic change to enter to
Lent.

Following Transfiguration Sunday, just
as the gospel narrative goes, we travel down the moun-
tain and prepare for this grand transition. We prepare
with three Sundays that prepare us for the Lenten jour-
ney. These Sundays are known as the “gesima” Sun-
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days. These Sundays serve as preparation for the
Lenten journey, bringing us to our baptismal life and
focus upon the “solas” of the Reformation grace alone,
Scripture alone, and by faith alone.

As we travel down the mountain we will
lead into the 40 days of Lent into Easter, counting
down in 10’s using good old “church math: Septua-
gesima, 70-some days; Sexagesima, 60-some days; and
Quinquagesima, 50-some days. These days approach
soon, and so we prepare for the Lenten journey. Our
Alleluia’s cease after Transfiguration, the Gloria re-
mains in preparation, and the color remains green. We
are walking down the mountain of Transfiguration to
Ash Wednesday rather than jumping off in a free fall
all at once.

It is good for us to remember and reflect
now that indeed each year we live through the joys of
Christ’s births, His epiphany (revealing) through His
miracles, and the glory of Transfiguration. But that we
must go down the mountain, through suffering, in re-
pentance, and walk by faith to Easter. In a way, this
part of the church year is reflective of our daily life as
well as our life in Christ.



In March we will have more on the
Lenten theme “Thy Will Be Done” with a journey
through the Lord's Prayer, God’s Will: and Promises,
and My Inadequacies, and My Dreams, and My Iden-
tity, and My WorldView, and My Response. This will
also be done as our journey travels with the journeys
of the likes of Abraham, Moses, David, Mary, Paul,
and Lydia. For now we prepare for the journey, and
while Bilbo was unprepared we like Bilbo and so
many others do not fully yet see or know all that the
journey will entail while we strive towards a known
destination of our life in Christ.
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UPCOMING DATES to Note:

This month, we’ll be hosting the Kat Trio at our services on

Sunday, February 24. They will be performing a mini-concert

in between services as well, followed by a reception.
“This unique classical ensemble known as the
Ekaterinburg Classical Trio, aka the Kat Trio, was
born in the summer of 1998 in Ekaterinburg, Russia.
Vasil Galiulin, Victoria Gorbich, and Vladislav Gor-
bich, all graduates of the Ural State Conservatory,
decided to take their love of music and their violin-
clarinet-piano arrangements to festivals and concert
venues throughout the Urals. They spent that sum-
mer playing to enthusiastic audiences in town halls
and indoor stages.
The audience feedback was encouraging, all the
while reinforcing the overpowering feeling that their
calling was to take their new impressions of classi-
cal music and their heartfelt performances to a
much greater audience. Their first US tour in the
spring of 2000 was a major success. These world
class players return often to play for their apprecia-
tive American audiences.
Today “The Kat Trio” is Victoria Gorbich, Vladislav
Gorbich and pianist Joseph Ross. They present the
trio’s unique Russian arrangements and transcrip-
tions of timeless melodies. The Trio’s concerts fea-
ture classical works, well-known inspirational songs,
and American pop standards, including Scott
Joplin’s rags.”

Event #2: Sunday, April 7. Adult choir presents How Great
Thou Art at both services. This cantata incorporates the
hymn “How Great Thou Art” into the Passion Reading ac-
count.

HYMN STUDY
1. Swiftly pass the clouds of glory, heaven's voice,
the dazzling light; Moses and Eljjah vanish; Christ alone
commands the height! Peter, James, and John fall silent,
turning from the summit's rise Downward toward the shad-

owed valley where their Lord has fixed His eyes.
(LSB 416, st. 1)

We look this month at a recent addition to hymnody.
“Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory” was written by Thomas
Troeger in 1989. First published in The Presbyterian Hymnal
(1990), and the compaion poem written with it, “Density of
Light,” are a powerful combination, demonstrating Troeger’'s
deftness in combining the realms of faith and science. This
dynamic duet transfigures one’s perception about life’s inten-
tions. Together, the hymn and the poem combine to reflect in
modern language and understanding on the Transfiguration
narratives found in the Synoptic Gospels.

Tom Troeger orders his hymns with a clear progression of
thought from stanza to stanza. Troeger commences the hymn
with a sense of mission. Already in the first stanza, the Lord
has “fixed” his eyes on the valley, where there is Kingdom-
work to be accomplished. His disciples, quite stupefied, re-
gather their thoughts on the way down.

2. Glimpsed and gone the revelation, they shall gain
and keep its truth, Not by building on the mountain
any shrine or sacred booth, But by following the Savior
through the valley to the cross And by testing faith's
resilience through betrayal, pain, and loss.

The second stanza reveals a further destination in Jesus’
mind — the cross. This is, however, hidden from the disciples
eyes until after the resurrection. Only Jesus knows the trajec-
tory of his mission at this point, and the disciples must dis-
cover the meaning of the transfiguration and the mettle of
their faith through “betrayal, pain, and loss.”

3. Lord, transfigure our perception with the purest light
that shines, And recast our life's intentions to the
shape of Your designs, Till we seek no other glory
than what lies past Calvary's hill And our living and
our dying and our rising by Your will.

Framed as a petition, the final stanza creatively discloses
Jesus’ terminal stop with the words, “what lies past Calvary’s
hill” and “our living and our dying and our rising.” That desti-
nation is the right-hand seat of the Father through the resur-
rection and ascension. Consequently, it is through faith in Je-
sus’ rising that the singer will be raised up and transfigured as
well. In the meantime, however, his disciples on earth may
ask God to transfigure their minds and life’s objectives, in or-
der to shine light around them and render Kingdom-work into
present-day shadowed valleys.

The companion poem “Density of Light,” published in Bor-
rowed Light: Hymn Texts, Prayers, and Poems (Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1994), supplements the scientific counterpart to
the experience.

Density of light

that could shatter the cold rock of the moon
compacted flame

that only the face of holy love could withstand,
may Christ reflect your blaze

to the distant satellite of my heart

and melt the fear

that from the orbit of my days

you would scatter

my dim shards to darkness.

May God bless our February 2019 as we continue our walk
together!

In His service,
Cantor Geremy Zievoth



AL Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians: Christ’s
‘ ‘ Weakness, Our Strength
2 As we read Paul’s letters to the Corin-
. thian church, we learn that the church
Vlcar there had many problems since the con-

gregation struggled to define its identity
as the church of God in a complex and sophisticated ur-
ban setting. The Corinthians were the first to face the
problems that proved to be recurrent for almost all Chris-
tian communities; how to live in holiness within the
structures and challenges of a society hostile to the Gos-
pel and lost to the pleasures of sin. Corinth, a port city
and capitol of the province Achaia, hosted a large tran-
sient population which typically was wrought with vices.
Like most ancient ports, Corinth upheld a reputation for
sexual immorality coupled with the constant movement
of people in and out of the city which clung to pagan
rituals and clubs, common places among the people liv-
ing there.

Paul had established the first Christian commu-
nity in Corinth when he had come there from Athens and
met Aquilla and Priscilla (1 Cor. 4:15 & 16:19), who had
recently been expelled from Rome by Emperor Claudius
(Acts 18:2). Paul joined them in tentmaking and began
preaching in the synagogue until being rejected there
(Acts 18:6). Once Paul had left the city, he remained in
written contact with them. Paul wrote his first letter to
the church in Corinth from the city of Ephesus sometime
before the final day of Pentecost (1 Cor. 16:8, 19) in the
Spring of 55 A.D.

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians covers sev-
eral topics, however one theme does emerge as Paul’s

dominant concern for the
church there. Paul wants this
church to work together for the
advancement of the Gospel
since they were divided because
of the arrogance of its more
powerful members. Paul urges
them to drop their divisive “one
-upmanship” that the faith of
' those who are weak may be
strengthened and witness
Christ’s love effectively to
those lost in unbelief. In this
letter, Paul explains that the
crucified Christ alone embodies the Gospel. It’s around
the cross that the Church rally’s since it is the cross that
creates the Church’s unity, service, and hope.

Paul’s second letter to the Church in Corinth was
written from Macedonia before the winter of 55 A.D.
Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians is often thought as
the most personal of all Paul’s letters. Filled with deep

emotion since his message he preaches, his ministry
and manner of life are one. This letter is particularly
themed around the relationship between suffering and
the power of the Holy Spirit in Paul’s apostolic life,
ministry, and message. His opponents, seeing his suf-
fering, argued that Paul had somehow suffered too
much to be a genuine apostle of the risen Christ. Paul
argues in the letter that his weakness as an apostle is
the very means by which believers are in fact com-
forted when faced with trials (2 Cor. 1:3-11) and
Christ is made known to the world (2 Cor. 2:14-17, 4.7
-12, 6:3-10, and 11:23-33). Paul’s suffering embodies
the cross of Christ, while his endurance amid adver-
sity, with thanksgiving and contentment, manifests
Christ’s victorious resurrection which is given by the
Holy Spirit to all baptized believers (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
Paul sees a close tie between the Corinthians’ accep-
tance of his apostleship, particularly Christ crucified
that he preaches and the congregation’s genuine desire
to devote their lives to their Redeemer. Since, to reject
Paul and this message that he proclaims, is to simply
reject Christ himself.

This month as we step out of the Advent,
Christmas, and Epiphany seasons we’ve seen and
learned that Immanuel has come to us revealing His
glory. Jesus Christ has come, as man, to live among us
and save us from sin’s peril. We soon will focus our
hearts and minds on Lent. We’re not there yet, but
we’re close. It’s during this time that we reflect how
God brought salvation through the weakness of
Christ’s crucifixion. We now, as His children, in turn
look to Him by the power of the Holy Spirit with de-
voted and penitent hearts finding strength in Christ and
Him crucified and not in ourselves.

~~Vicar Kazmierski

“Don’t worry. I'm a church pastor. First
little problem, and they'll find me.”



A MESSAGE OF

Make this valentine for a family
member or friend.

What you need:

* 10 wooden craft sticks

* Painter’s tape

* Markers

* A photo and glue
(optional)

* Craft knife (and adult
help)

* Ribbon or a rubber band

What you do:

1. Set the sticks side by
side. Secure with two
tape strips.

. Flip the sticks over. Draw
(or glue on) a picture or
write a message or Bible
verse. If using glue, let dry.

. Flip the sticks again and
remove tape. If you glued
on a photo, have an adult
help cut the sticks (and
photo) apart.

. Secure the sticks with
ribbon or a rubber band.

. Deliver the gift and invite
the recipient to assemble
the puzzle.

*A JAR OF*

Leve and
Apprectatien
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Sometimes we forget to show
love and appreciation to people
who are closest to us. Use

this fun craft to let everyone in
your family know how much
you care.

What you need:

e Plastic jar with lid

* Heart-shaped foam pieces
Heart-shaped stickers
Glue

Construction paper
Scissors

Pencil or crayons

What you do:

1. Decorate the jar and lid
with heart-shaped foam
pieces and stickers.

2. Cutout 2" or 3" heart
shapes from the
construction paper.

3. On each paper heart,
write what you appreciate
and love about your family
and each member. Have
all family members do
this, too.

4. Place the heart messages
inside the jar. Fold them
in half, if necessary.

5. On each day in February,
pull out one heart and
read the message aloud
to the family.

6. Notice the changes in your
family when everyone feels
loved and appreciated!

stpeterluth@gmail.com

Parents and College Students:
Please let us know what your col-
lege address is going to be so that
we can keep in touch through the
coming year! Just email the Church
Office:

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool
WMELS Accredited
4-K Host Site for Poynette School District

Interestingly each year our Center’s teachers witness Valen-
tine’s Day to be the children’s most favorite holiday of them all.
Somehow it seems to out shine hunting eggs at Easter and even
gift giving at Christmas. The sheer delight of making and giving
out that special chosen Valentine to each other just seems to bring
out the best in the children. Even before they get in the door they
are digging in their bags and handing out cards to their friends,
even friends who might not otherwise be so if it weren’t for Val-
entine’s Day.

Ah... Yes, everyone is chosen on Valentine’s Day and what a
glorious feeling that is! Even little children know how good it
feels to be sought out and chosen and you should too. Just as
Christ truly is our Savior, He chooses us. Faith in Him is God’s
Valentine to us.

You did not choose Me, but I chose you. John 15:16
Again, what a glorious feeling!

Reprint




DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

February 3/4  4th Sunday after Epiphany Sermon: Winds and Sea Obey
Jonah 1 Order: DSIII, p. 184

Hymns: 817 - 985 - 557 - 575,717 - 754
(Psalm 96) Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Romans 8:18-23 & ’ Y

Matthew 8:23-27

February 10/11  Transfiguration of Our Lord Sermon: Change of Direction

Exodus 34:29-35 Order: DS, p. 151

Psalm 84:1-2a, 4, 10-11; Psalm 77:18b Oymns: 15 - 413414 410 -
2 Peter 1:16-21 & ) y Al

Matthew 17:1-13 Choir: Bells

February 17/18 Septuagesima Sermon: An Undeserved Gift
) Order: DSI, p. 151
Exodus 17:1-7 Hymns: 826 - 555 - 761, 630 - 924
Psalm 95:1-9 . :
L ] ) Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
1 Corinthians 9:24-10:5 Choir: Lower Grades Sunday School (8am)
Matthew 20:1-16 oir: Lower Grades Sunday School (8a

February 24/25  St. Matthias, Apostle (Sexagesima) Sermon: Recognition
Isaiah 66:1-2 Order: DSV
’ Hymns: 901 - 941 - 517 (v. 13) - 524, 841 - 923 - 833
Psalm 134 . .
) Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Acts 1:15-26 Music: Kat Tri th mini tbet .
Matthew 11:25-30 usic: Kat Trio, with mini-concert between services
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The table in the narthex has a good selection of Q S
cards available. Stop by and check it out! There is a 4 2/15  Darlene Schmidt S
wide range of cards to fit every occasion and all pro- 4 2/16  Elaine Podoll s
ceeds go to the Christian Women'’s Council to help 4 2/26  Lloyd Hahn S
support all their good works. There are also a num- 4 ¢
ber of craft items available 4 ¢
for sale. You may leave | G8€ling cord Sale N R A R A R AR R R R
your cash or check in the
basket on the table. ‘|i'\'|

EE;E We need more Volunteers

o~ Iz f,  Green tagged items are 50% off 1-15
gﬁ and 75% off 16-28 February.

The store is located at 201 Cottage
Grove Rd (just off Monona Drive). The hours are Monday
through Friday 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM and Saturday 9:00 AM .
— 5 PM. The phone number is 228-1223. Donations are @%é&g%?ng;febmary 9,2019

welcome when the store is open.
We always need more volunteers. Members of St. Pe- WHEN: 9:00 AM

ter’s work on the first Friday (February 1%) and the third AGENDA: Ann}lal Tithes
Wednesday (February 20™). There are many jobs available Spring Plant Sal'e
and hours and days of work are flexible. Please call Elaine LWR Care Kits in Lent

Podoll (635-8012) if you have any questions or would like
to become part of the House of Thrift team.
Thank you!



COUNCIL MINUTES - JANUARY 8, 2019

Meeting January 8, 2019 called to order at 6:29 pm by
Bill Steffenhagen. Opening Devotion by Pastor Amen-
Mathew Chapter 2.
Agenda: Cam Gramse moved to approve the
agenda, Phil Kruger seconded, and it carried.
Secretary’s report: Motioned to approve by
Paul Yamriska, second by Tom Crum. Motion carried.
Financial Secretary’s report: presented by Pas-
tor Amen. We are 1 Sunday behind in 2018 vs 2017 but
so far, our tracking seems consistent with last year. Ap-
proved by Dan Schmidt, seconded by Keith Podoll, mo-
tion carried.
Treasurer’s report: presented by Pastor Amen.
Right on track with last winter. We are waiting on end
of year radio sponsors check and that will correct our
Mission Envelops account. Moved to approve by Dan
Schmidt and seconded by Cam Gramse, motion carried.
Board of Elders: Thank you to everyone for
always helping out. Altar Guild- the new schedule has
been sent out, there is some openings if anyone is will-
ing to help out for a week please talk to Pastor. The
Christian Women’s Council-The cookies in a jar seemed
to go over well as a small fundraiser. Military Care-
Mailed out 9 Christmas cards. Cantor Zieroth’s Report-
for the month of December Lessons and Carols went
well, all the Christmas programs and services went well.
Funeral luncheons were discussed in great detail- we do
not have a set person in charge of them any longer. As
they happen we will serve if able but if not, we have
been in contact with Pick-N-Save and Piggly Wiggly
about catering the meals. All of the funeral homes are
aware of this and we will do our best to serve. We will
still set up and clean up and provide all of the utensils.
Board of Trustees: report given by Steve
Paskey & Keith Podoll. The basement flooring is fin-
ished and looks great. We are waiting on some esti-
mates for wall repairs and painting in the basement.
Board of Christian Education: report was
given by Kim Manke. Sunday School programs were
well done after a few Saturday rehearsals, thanks to the
teachers and those who helped in preparing the services.
Classes resumed this week after a short Christmas break.
Midweek classes resume this week after a few weeks
off. Thanks to the 7" & 8™ grade for serving as ushers
for the midweek services. Serves “Random Act of
Cookie-ness” in December, delivering 18 decorated
boxes of cookies around Arlington, community received
them well. Midweek will be having their winter trip on
January 23" to Cascade Mountain, with all invited to
join, 50% of ticket sales will be returned as a donation
to the midweek program. Tuesday’s Bible Study con-

tinues with a study on the minor
prophets, at the church at 1 pm.
Friday men’s study continues with
a study of Joshua. Sunday Bible Study is moving on
after Christmas with a study on the Song of Solomon.
Youth lock-in on December 30™ went over well, with
games, devotion time, food & other actives. Daycare is
hosting a Trike-a-Thon on June 14™ for St. Jude.

Pastor’s Report- Completed Vicar’s first
evaluation with the year half-way through. Advent and
Christmas flew by with the theme “What Child Is
This?”. Thanks to all those who served musically, in
programs, and other behind the scenes preparations for
a festive season. Becky expressed a lot of positive
feedback from the mug swap, 16 participants with
varying levels of interaction. Looking ahead to the
coming year for plans, transitions, and themes of the
seasons with Vicar and Cantor. Looking forward to
other musical events and various activates to come.

Vicar’s Report: December was a month which
entail many tasks that allowed me to personally grow in
Pastoral Formation by learn through many “hands on”
experiences. The month of December afforded me
with the opportunity to preach on three separate occa-
sions- twice for Wednesday Midweek Services and on
Christmas Eve. Additionally, experience in teaching
and leading Bible classes was gained by leading Sun-
day Bible classes on three of the four Sundays in Ad-
vent as well a class on Luke 2 for the men’s Friday
morning Bible class. On Christmas Eve the 3™ 8™
graders participated in the Children’s Christmas pro-
gram which I arranged and directed, the rehearsals for
this program which I led were on December 5", 12", &
22" where the students practiced lines, learned songs,
rehearsed an instrumental selection, & painted a large
backdrop. On December 30" into the 31 I assisted
with the youth lock in and interacted with students by
participating in many of the games and events that eve-
ning.

Membership Changes- None

Old Business- Budget Committee- discussed
budget in detail and came up with recommendations to
present to the voters- it was motioned by Paul Yam-
riska & seconded by Keith Podoll. Recommendations
will be presented at the voters meeting.

New Business- Voters’ Meeting Agenda for
January 27"- notes need to be into Lynnette by
Wednesday January 23™.

Adjourn- motioned by Tom Crum, seconded
by Steve Paskey to adjourn at 7:29 pm. Closed with

the Lord’s Prayer. Elder meeting follows.
~~Respectfully submitted: Amanda Hoyt




FINANCIAL REPORT
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND:
Balance on December 31, 2018........ccccvvveenverennne.. $21,495.59
Receipts for Dec (€St.) ..veveverveieirieieieieieiesieeenns $12,126.50
Expenses for Dec (€St.)...coerveirerieiieieeeieiennen ($16,164.53)
Shortage/OVerage ........ccoeeveveevevereenennnnes $17,457.56

wITH 10VE TROM ABovE

The Bible is full of special words from our loving God.

verses (all NIV) below.

Directions: Using the messages on the candy hearts, complete the Bible !

Godisour__ __ _
an ever-present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

.” Matthew 28:20

“Surely | am with you

Andthe _ _ _ _ _ of God ... will guard

your hearts and your minds in
. Philippians 4.7

Whoever livesin ___ _ livesin God,

and God in them. 1 John 4:16

love drives out fear. 1 John 4:18
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635-4825
Eﬁ‘g /ﬂ Barb Reddeman
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=vElders::-
Feb 3 8:00 a.m. Greg Frank
10:30 a.m. Paul Yamriska
Feb 4 6:30 p.m. Cal Moll
Feb 10 8:00 a.m. Cameron Gramse & Bill Hageman
10:30 a.m. Bill Manthey
Feb 11 6:30 p.m. Dan Schmidt
Feb 17 8:00 am. Greg Frank & Cal Moll
10:30 a.m. Bill Hageman & Bill Manthey
Feb 18 6:30 p.m. Paul Yamriska
Feb 24 8:00 a.m. Greg Frank & Dan Schmidt
10:30 a.m. Cameron Gramse
Feb 25 6:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY
W USHERS
Feb 3 & 10
Chr. () Tyson Miller, Chr.
Wade Senft (635-8504)
George Schoeneberg Mitch Schoeckert
Jeff, Brandon, Jacob Rowe Matthew Hendrickson
John Frank Michael Hendrickson
Phil & Austin Kruger Stephen Saager
Trent Olson James & Matthew Saager
Feb 17 & 24
Philip Hanson, Chr Robert Caldwell, Chr.
(635-2244) (635-4225)
Randy Schuster Jerran Hanson
David Caldwell James Dobratz
Mark Hirssig Bob Hagenow
Robert Rittmeyer Al Stoltenberg
Buck & Ty Woodward

Justin, Jacob, Caleb Reddeman
Richard & Tony Rittmeyer

Three in One

Everyday objects can serve as simple les-
sons about biblical truth. To illustrate the
profound concept of the Trinity, for exam-
ple, some teachers use an apple, an egg or
a three-leaf clover. During winter, you can
point to a kid-friendly snowman to describe
how God is Three in One.

The ball of snow on the base represents God the Father,
our Creator and strong foundation. The middle ball, with
stick arms reaching to the side, reminds us of Jesus, who
died on the cross. And the snhowman’s head stands for the
Holy Spirit, our ever-present Counselor who helps us and
speaks God’s truth to us.
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