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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. PETER’S NET
Doxology: For Pastors and Congregations
Doxology is a retreat program and continuing
education for pastors and congregations during these
changing times. I attended the program in California
several years ago and truly it was one of the most valuable things I’ve ever attended. My vicarage pastor in
Shorewood was part of the pilot group in 2008-2009
and told me then that all pastors and congregations
should go through this within 5 years.
As a previous participant of the program St. Peter’s can attend for a steep discount ($300 per person
rather than the original $2,100.) There are three components, the first of which I’ve done. The second component involves members of the congregation to attend
with Pastor. There is a continuing program in Wisconsin being offered Jan. 18-20, 2019. Please consider being a representative and benefiting yourself
and the congregation.
Just a note, the third component is for the Pastor
and wife, held annually in Kansas City the first week of
August.
The program included presentations, interactive
case studies, testing, and consultations on topics such
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as Care of Souls, Pastoral Ethics, Compassion Fatigue,
authority vs. power, despair and depression, congregational relationships, pastoral self care, etc. All of this
was done in the context of daily prayer.
 Pastor and laity are immersed into a community
where worship punctuates the day and night; the Word
is preached, prayers are prayed and hymns are sung.
The rhythm of worship provides laity with a renewed
appreciation for the riches of the church’s sacred music
and liturgical heritage.
 Pastors and lay leaders will review new servanthood models and people skills to equip them to respond with confidence to very real parish challenges.
 Pastors review progress toward the personal and
pastoral goals they established at The Gathering.
 Structured conversation and unstructured time together enhance relationships between pastor and parishioners.
 Lay leaders grow in their appreciation for God’s
gifts in His Gospel and Sacrament and their pastor’s
ministry for the cure of souls.
Continued next page

 Didactic and interactive modules assist parish leaders to serve their pastor and congregation with new
insight and dedication.
 Work groups, comprising pastors and laity from
different congregations will be created to think Biblically and imaginatively about the church’s evangelistic
outreach locally and globally.
Please prayerfully consider joining me in January and please prayerfully consider encouraging and
supporting someone you think may be of benefit to
attend on behalf of St. Peter’s. It is a mutually beneficial program that will greatly serve us all as we serve
the Gospel and our community.
Pastor Amen

On August 19/20, we sing a hymn by Johann Heermann (1585-1647). He published “O God, My Faithful
God” (LSB 696) in 1630 in a book titled Devoti Musica
Cordis, Haus und Hertz-Musica, along with forty-eight
other hymns. As the title suggests, Heermann intended this
book of “house and heart music” for devotional use at home,
not public worship. Our hymn flows out of daily life, things
that happen in homes, workplaces, and in congregations. We
use six of his hymns in our LSB, including another hymn
from this book, “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou
Broken” (LSB 439).
The hymn opens in classic prayer form, with an address to God. Heermann then names attributes of God that
give confidence for the petitions that follow will be answered. God is faithful, God is an ever-flowing fountain of
perfect gifts, God is creator of everything (“without [God]
nothing is”). Do not pass this opening by too quickly! Heermann wrote these words during the 30 Years War, and he
had already experienced the plague coming through his
town, the death of his first wife, a devastating fire that
nearly destroyed the town where he was pastor, the beginning of throat trouble that led to him giving up preaching in
1634. Even so, Heermann with confidence addresses God as
a fountain of perfect gifts! How easy it is for most, especially for twenty-first century people, to whine and complain
rather than give thanks.
The remainder of stanza 1 and stanzas 2-4 contain a
series of very practical petitions. We ask for good health, a
clear conscience, strength to do what God desires, a tongue
that never speaks out of turn or offends others, patience with
enemies, the blessing of friends, and “to live at peace with
all.” These are most certainly attributes we should ask for
every day!
Stanza 3 likely rings true for too many. Keep me
from saying words That later need recalling;/ Guard me lest

idle speech May from my lips be falling;/ But when within my
place I must and ought to speak,/ Then to my words give
grace Lest I offend the weak.” How many times has something been said that was later regretted and needed to be
apologized for? And, just as problematic, how many times has
silence won out when speaking up or out would have benefited others? With our many ways of “speaking” immediately
and widely on social media, this petition is especially appropriate today. Perhaps we should all put it on our computers or
mobile devices and pray it before our fingers hit the keys.
Finally, the key words to this hymn are found at the end of
stanza 2: . . . trusting you to bless the outcome for my good,
for you must give success. Heermann gives us words to ask
God for strength to do God’s will, and not to worry about the
outcome of following God. Rather, we trust in God, that the
result of our actions would be for “[our] good.”
And then there are those five little words, “for you
must give success.” These words do not say “if I do what God
wants God will have to give success, to bless me.” In other
words, this is not “do good, get good” theology! Rather, Heermann reminds us that we humans cannot “by our own reason
or strength” give success to our actions. Any good that comes
from what we do is only by the grace of God. Any good that
comes from what we do is a perfect gift from the ever-flowing
fountain of God’s love. God does not love us because of what
we do, or even because of who we are. No, God loves us because of who God is, was, and always will be: a faithful God,
a fountain ever flowing with gifts of forgiveness, healing, and
love.
Stanza 5 is a prayer for a peaceful death and reception
into heaven, after all our work on earth is done. Stanza 6
looks ahead to the last day when Christ returns and wakes us
up from the dead!
May God bless you as you pray and sing through this
devotional hymn!
In His service,
Cantor Geremy Zieroth

Rehearsals begin on Wednesday,
September 5th. The Handbell Choir
will meet at 6:30 p.m, with the
Choir rehearsing at 7:30 p.m. Both
ensembles add so much to worship,
and there is always room for newcomers, as well as folks who have
been away from either or both for a while.
Instrumentalists: please plan and consider playing for
Reformation, Oct. 28th. Talk to Cantor or Pastor.

A thanks given to the John Steffenhagen Memorial and to the family for our new processional cross.
From LCMS.ORG: Q: Is there Scripture or something in the Book of Concord that supports the Lutheran's
belief of the empty cross reflecting the risen Lord as opposed to the Corpus Christi cross? What is the
background of that belief?
A: What a great question. No, there is nothing in our confessional writings that would lead us to that conclusion. And, in fact, that is not the universal position among Lutherans. At the time of Luther, the corpus
was commonly found on the cross. The same was also true in later times. When the Lutherans who formed
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod first came to this country, it was common to find a corpus on their
crosses. One of our oldest churches, which is the original church dating from the mid 1800s, has a large
cross in the front of the church with a corpus on it. In the Lutheran Confessions one finds much more support, albeit indirect, for inclusion of a corpus. Especially in Article VIII of the Formula of Concord, which
discusses in depth the person of Christ, there is a clear emphasis on the two natures in Christ and the implications that this brings to our teaching. After reading that article, one would more likely expect to find a
corpus.
The history of Lutheranism demonstrates that the crucifix was a regular and routine feature of
Lutheran worship and devotional life during Luther’s lifetime and during the period of Lutheran Orthdoxy.
Also from LCMS.org:
Lutheranism has always considered the crucifix to be a powerful reminder of the sacrifice our Lord Jesus made for us and our salvation, on the cross. A crucifix vividly brings to mind the Apostle Paul’s divinely inspired words, “We preach Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor.
1:23).
Interestingly enough, while there is certainly nothing “wrong” with an “empty” cross, the practice of using an “empty cross” on a
Lutheran congregation’s altar comes more from non-Lutheran sources. At the time of the Reformation there was conflict between Lutherans
and Reformed Christians over the proper place of pictures, images, statues and the like in the church. Lutherans stood with historic Christendom in realizing that such art in the church was not wrong, and it was a great aid for helping to focus devotional thoughts on the truths of the
Word of God. No greater truth can be found than the death of Jesus Christ our Lord for the world’s salvation.
The “empty cross” is not a symbol of Christ’s resurrection, as some say, for the fact is that the cross would have been empty regardless of whether or not Christ had risen from the grave. Many feel the crucifix symbolizes this truth more clearly and strikingly. That has been
the traditional opinion of historic Lutheranism, until the last 50 years ago. Some Lutherans began to move away from crucifixes during the
age of Lutheran Pietism, which rejected much of Lutheran doctrine and consequently many Lutheran worship practices. At the time, Lutheran
Pietists, contrary to the clear position of Luther and the earlier Lutherans, held that symbols such as the crucifix were wrong. This was never
the view of historic Lutheranism. In America, Lutherans have always felt a certain pressure to “fit in” with the Reformed Christianity that
predominates much of the Protestant church.
Thus, for some Lutherans, this meant doing away with things such as crucifixes and vestments, and other traditional forms of Lutheran worship and piety. Many Lutherans use and enjoy the crucifix as a meaningful reminder of our Lord’s suffering and death. It might
interest you to know that our Synod’s president has a beautiful crucifix adorning the wall of his office, constantly reminding him and visitors
to his office of the great love of God that is ours in Christ Jesus our Lord. The same is true at our synodical colleges, seminaries, and International Office in St. Louis.
In Gray and Latter Days: Help For Those In Need
Martin Franzman writes in a beautiful hymn, “O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth” a prayer and call for the church in the midst of the
world that often sees struggle and depression (this hymn verse is also the namesake of the Doxology program in pastor’s article):
O Spirit, who didst once restore
The Church that it might be again
The bringer of good news men,
Breathe on the Thy cloven Church once more,
That in these gray and latter days There may be those whose life is praise,
Each life a high doxology To Father, Son, and unto Thee.
I (Pastor) have received graduate level education in pastoral counseling beyond seminary and is always willing to meet with anyone
struggling and in need. I also have personal experience with struggles with depression and suicidal thoughts. Thanks be to God for His
grace in the midst of such times and for those who’ve helped me and continue to help me daily. I also have a Community Resource
Guide for many needs, please let me know.
There are also many services are available through our county:
* mental health and substance abuse is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, by dialing 1-888-552-6642
* To report suspected abuse, Child Abuse: 608-742-9227 or possible adult at risk (elder abuse) 608-742-9233
* If You Are Considering Suicide or Experiencing an Emergency: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) or Call the Northwest Connections
Crisis Hotline at 1-888-552-6642 for emergency mental health or alcohol/drug abuse crisis assistance.
Many services for counseling and other personal and family situations is also
offered through Lutheran Social Services.
Madison: 6314 Odana Road, Madison, WI 53719
Phone:608-277-0610
Baraboo: 727 8th Street, Baraboo, WI 53913
Phone:608-355-4103
Beaver Dam: 809 Park Avenue, Beaver Dam, WI 53916
Phone:920-887-3172
Other branches and services available through https://www.lsswis.org

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool
WMELS Accredited
4-K Host Site for Poynette School District

We have been so blessed with our group of children this
summer! They are a fun group to teach and have been inquisitive and willing to try new things.
The field trips have been a hit. Steve and Amy Paskey had
us out to their shop to show the children how Steve uses his
tools to create different wood projects. This was topped off
by a corn lesson for the kids!!!
We have also been going to the pop up library
each Monday here in Arlington at the community center.
The children are able to look at different books that pique
their interest and bring them to the center for the week.
The preschoolers have had a fun month as well. We honored America the week of the 4th of July making some cute
flag and firework projects. We also talked about why we
celebrate the 4th of July.
We also have been focusing on healthy foods. Last week we
were talking about fruits and even made fruit pizza!! This
week we are discussing vegetables and the children have
promised to try them more!!
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Volunteers

DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST
August 5/6

11th Sunday after Pentecost

2 Kings 5:1-14
Acts 27:13-44
Matthew 3:13-17
August 12/13

12th Sunday after Pentecost

1 Kings 19:1-8
Psalm 34:1-8
Ephesians 4:17-5:2
John 6:35-51
August 19/20

13th Sunday after Pentecost

Proverbs 9:1-10
Psalm 34:12-22
Ephesians 5:6-21
John 6:51-69
August 26/27

14th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 29:11-19
Psalm 14
Ephesians 5:22-33
Mark 7:1-13

The table in the narthex has a
good selection of cards available. Stop by and check it out!
There is a wide range of cards
to fit every occasion and all
proceeds go to the Christian Women’s Council to
help support all their good works. There are also a
number of craft items still available for sale. You
may leave your cash or check in the basket on the
table.

Sermon: Splash Canyon!
Order: DSIV, p. 203
Hymns: 605 - Yes! - 790, 803 - 594
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: VBS (8am)
Sermon: Arise and Eat
Order: DSIV, p. 203
Hymns: I Am the Bread - 534 - 680, 638 - 845
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Sermon: The Church’s Melody
Order: DSIV, p. 203
Hymns: 712 - 696 - 625, 726 - 973*
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Sermon: Marriage, The Profound Mystery
Order: Matins, p. 219/; Evening Prayer, p. 243
Hymns: 644 - 865 - 602, 575 - 854
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth

Higher Things: Youth
Youth attended Higher Things conference in
Northfield, MN. Lots of learning of different sectionals, wonderful worship time, and some play. The main
topic was on Sanctification with sectionals on science,
depression, relationship, C.S. Lewis, and more.
We will plan to attend next year either at Concordia Nebraska June 24-27, 2019 or Concordia Wisconsin July 16-19. Please consider supporting our
youth group for this great weekly experience and all
those completing 8th grade through
1st year of college. We also each
year need 1 female (21+) chaperone.

VOTERS’ MEETING NOTES - JULY 22, 2018
The quarterly voters’ meeting for St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church was called to order at 9:30 am on July 22,
2018 by Present Bill Steffenhagen.
The opening prayer was presented by Pastor Christopher Amen.
The agenda was presented. Dan Schmidt moved to approve as presented, Mary Taylor seconded and it carried.
The minutes were read. Motioned by Dave Qualle,
second by Tom Crum, Sr. Motion carried.
Pastor Amen gave the Parochial report. Elaine Podoll
moved to accept the release of Rebecca Stalbaum,
Abagail and Margret to Burke Lutheran (ELCA),
Madison, WI. Beth Hutchinson seconded and the motion carried. He reported that the members of the HS
Youth had just returned from their trip to Higher
Things Conference in Minnesota. This program just
keeps expanding. Next year they are offering five different locations, including the two that we are going to
have to choose between: Concordia University, Seward NE or Concordia University, Mequon, WI. Vicar
Brown will be loading out on Tues, July 24th and after
just a few days of cleaning, Vicar Kazmierski and family will be moving in on Sat, July 28th.
Vicar Brown wanted to thank everyone for all the help
and support this past year for both himself and also for
Brittni and Everett. They will be moving back to Ft
Wayne for him to finish up his last year at the seminary.
The financial secretary’s report was presented by Bill
Steffenhagen. The numbers seem to be holding their
own and staying on track for this year compared to
last. Bob Kronberg moved acceptance of the report,
Bill Hageman seconded, motion carried.
The Treasurer’s report was given by Jennifer See.
There were no questions or concerns expressed.
Moved to approve by John Penshorn and seconded by
Greg Frank, motion carried.
The Board of Elders report was presented by Tom
Crum. The Altar Guild continues to provide outstanding work. They are seeking others who would be
willing to contribute time. The Christian Women’s
Council will hold their next meeting on Saturday, September 23rd @9 am. The Cantor report was given by
Geremy Zieroth. Choir, Handbells, and Sunday
School choirs all completed their year in May. Hand-

bells did a nursing home tour to Wyocena and Tivoli
and received very good reviews at both places. The
musical drama day camp was well done with 9 kids
participating.
The Board of Trustees report was given by Steve
Paskey. The tiles in the Pastor’s office and the plaster
and wall in the narthex by the bubbler will be repaired.
The place of employment of Greg Frank just installed
a refurbished water softener at no charge. Estimates
for replacing the floor in the big room downstairs have
come in and are being evaluated. An A/C unit downstairs was found to have a leak and has now been repaired.
The Board of Christian Education report was given by
Beth Hutchinson. Sunday School is on summer break
but they are looking for teachers and volunteers for the
upcoming year. Rally Sunday is September 9th. Bible
Studies: Sundays have been going through a more indepth look and discussion of the 10 Commandments.
Next week will begin a more in-depth look at the lesson and applications that are the theme of this year's
VBS. Tuesday afternoon Ladies have been going
through the book of Acts. Friday morning men are
working through 1 Corinthians. Child Care Center has
been doing well with some summer adjustments for
staff and programming. Diane Jakymec is no longer
with the Center as she has moved back East with her
husband to be closer to family. No immediate thought
to filling her position but we will reassess given the
fall enrollment. Several field trips have been planned,
especially to the Poynette Splash Pad but also to the
Henry Vilas Zoo, and a woodworking day. Still to
come a trip to a farm and to Sassy Cow Creamery. Enrollment remains constant as we continue to work with
the Poynette School District and the 4K Program. We
continue to be the top requested site and it seems to be
working well with the school, the community, and our
programs. The consistency with the teacher has also
been beneficial.
There is no unfinished business.
There is no new business.
Dan Schmidt moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:43
am. Steve Paskey second, motion carried. We all adjourned downstairs for a farewell fellowship with
Vicar Brown, Brittni, and Everett with cupcakes provided by Stacey Walstad and family.
Respectfully submitted: Lynnette Taylor, Acting Secretary
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FINANCIAL REPORT
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND:
Balance on June 30, 2018 ...................................... $16,228.68
Receipts for July (est.) ........................................... $15,509.70
Expenses for July (est.) ....................................... ($15,651.64)
Shortage/Overage ................................... $16,086.74

Aug 5
Aug 6
Aug 12
Aug 13
Aug 19
Aug 20
Aug 26
Aug 27

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Cal Moll & Kim Kriewaldt
Tom Crum & Dan Schmidt
Paul Yamriska
Phil Kruger & Cameron Gramse
Paul Yamriska & Greg Frank
Mike Manke
Kim Kriewaldt & Bill Hageman
Cameron Gramse
Cal Moll
Mike Manke & Greg Frank
Tom Crum & Phil Kruger
Bill Hageman
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Aug 5 & 12
Early

Late

Chr.
()
Wade Senft
George Schoeneberg
Jeff, Brandon, Jacob Rowe
John Frank
Phil & Austin Kruger
Trent Olson

Tyson Miller, Chr.
(635-8504)
Mitch Schoeckert
Matthew Hendrickson
Michael Hendrickson
Stephen Saager
James & Matthew Saager

Aug 19 & 26
Philip Hanson, Chr
(635-2244)
Randy Schuster
David Caldwell
Mark Hirssig
Robert Rittmeyer
Buck & Ty Woodward
Justin, Jacob, Caleb Reddeman
Jason Tuschl
Richard & Tony Rittmeyer

The store is located at 201
Cottage Grove Road (just off
Monona Drive). The hours are
Monday through Friday 9:00
a.m.—6:00 p.m. and Saturdays
9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. The phone
number is 223-1228. Donations
are welcome when the store is open.
Members of St. Peter’s work on the first Friday (August 3rd)
and the third Wednesday (August 15th) of each month. Please call
Elaine Podoll if you have any questions or would like to become
part of the House of Thrift team.
Thank you!

Robert Caldwell, Chr.
(635-4225)
Jerran Hanson
James Dobratz
Bob Hagenow
Al Stoltenberg

8/6
8/9
8/10
8/11
8/15
8/16
8/16
8/17
8/18
8/19
8/25
8/26
8/26
8/29
8/30
8/31

Calvin Moll
Diane Johnson
Alice Hanson
Bruce Lambert
Mary Ann Frank
Cynthia Caldwell
Verna Mueller
Marvin Manke
Tom Crum
Richard Erstad
James Barnharst
Hildegarde Steinke
Donald Thurston
Keith Podoll
Gary Johnson
Charles Hilgendorf

5

26

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class
10:30 AM Divine Service

Pentecost 14

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class
10:30 AM Divine Service

Pentecost 13 19

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class
10:30 AM Divine Service

Pentecost 12 12

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM Bible Class
10:30 AM Divine Service

Pentecost 11

SUNDAY

27

20

13

6

WEDNESDAY

1

THURSDAY

2

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class

28

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class

21

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class

14

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class

7

22

St. John the Baptist 29

9:00 AM Thrift Store

15
St. Mary
Mother of our Lord

Phone: 608-635-4825
E-mail: stpeterluth@gmail.com

8

Fax: 608-635-2753
www.stpetersarlington.org

30

23

16

9

FRIDAY

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class
9:00 AM Thrift Store

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

St. Bartholomew

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

“Splash Canyon” Vacation Bible School 9:00—11:30 am

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class

July 31

TUESDAY

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

6:30 PM Divine
Service

6:30 PM Divine
Service

6:30 PM Divine
Service

6:30 PM Divine
Service

6:30 PM Divine
Service

July 30

MONDAY
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31

24

17

10

3

11

4

25

18

SATURDAY

