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vation for his people.  Wood, water, bread, and blood all play re-

curring and prominent parts in God’s work for his people in the 

Old Testament. The water of the great flood destroyed all of hu-

manity except for the eight members of Noah’s family in the 

wooden ark. The blood of the Lamb spread around the doorposts 

protected the children of Israel from the last plague wrought 

against their Egyptian captors – the killing of the firstborn sons. 

Those same children of Israel escaped hard-hearted Pharaoh’s 

army on dry ground as they crossed the Red Sea 

between walls of water, and that same water again 

drowned Pharaoh’s army to the deep. When they 

were hungry in the wilderness, God sent them manna 

– bread from heaven. When they made sacrifices for 

their sins, the blood of the sacrifice was sprinkled on 

the altar and on them. When Naaman, commander of the Syrian 

army, had leprosy and sought a cure, the prophet Elisha instructed 

him to bathe seven times in water of the Jordan River. 

 We could go on, but the point is that in all of these things, 

God was preparing his people to recognize what it looks like when 

God works in the world for the salvation of humanity. In Jesus, 

heaven meets earth and God acts to fulfill his plan for humanity in 

a very direct way. In Jesus you have the consummation of crea-

tion. 

 When he is baptized, and then later when he institutes 

baptism for those who follow him, you see that water was created 

for something more than quenching thirst and sustaining life. Is-

rael’s crossing of the Red Sea and Namaan’s washing prefigure a 

fuller meaning. When Jesus turns water into wine, and 

  “How do I connect with God?” 
 To begin speaking about ‘connecting with God’ puts Lu-

therans in somewhat of a conundrum. Perhaps though, we ought to 

consider first with how God connects with us.  

 Connection with God begins with creation. “In the begin-

ning…” God created the heavens and the earth, night and day, 

land and sea, the sun and the moon, stars and planets, plants and 

animals, and finally man. When God created 

these things out of nothing, he created them by 

his Word and called all of them ‘good.’ When 

God created man, he fashioned man out of the 

dust of the earth and called him very good. 

 Humanity is special in God’s eyes.  We 

are the crown of creation, created in the image 

and likeness of God himself. He created us is eternal fellowship 

with him. Without getting into too much detail, the subsequent fall 

into sin in the Garden put humanity on a different course through-

out history. Creation was turned upside down in the fall into sin  

Instead of looking to God for every good thing they needed to live 

and thrive, humanity looked to themselves. God’s connection to 

humanity was corrupted by human desire.  There was one promise 

made to the serpent in the Garden before they were all banished 

about a Savior who would crush the head of the serpent. That Sav-

ior, of course, is the Son of God, Jesus Christ. 

 The Old Testament, then, served the people of God by 

preparing them to meet this Savior, Jesus Christ. God worked in 

the Old Testament through means and events to defend and deliver 

his people Israel. We see God at work establishing patterns of sal-
Continued 



 The oldest Latin text known is that given in a Munich 

manuscript of the 14th century. The modern form of the hymn 

appears first in 1749 in the book Compleat Psalmodist, where the 

first stanza of 1708 is alone retained, and stanzas 2 and 3 are re-

placed by new ones written without any reference to the original 

Latin. This recast is very nearly the version we now sing and is as 

follows: 
 

Jesus Christ is ris'n to-day. Hallelujah.  

Our triumphal holyday  

Who did once upon the Cross Suffer to redeem our Loss.” 

"Hymns of praises let us sing Unto Christ our heavenly King  

Who endur'd the Cross and Grave  

Sinners to redeem and save.”  

"But the pain that he endured Our Salvation has procured  

How above the Sky he's King  

Where the Angels ever sing." 
 

There are a few doxological stanzas around that have been used in 

this hymn over time. The original one was from the Supplement to 

Tate & Brady, a collection of poems by two poets in England in 

the late 1600s. This stanza was added to the Supplement about 

1816: 

"Now be God the Father prais'd,  

With the Son from death uprais'd,  

And the Spirit, ever blest;  

One true God, by all confest.  

Hallelujah." 
 

Our current fourth stanza first appeared in Lord Selborne's Book of 

Praise, 1862, Taring's Collection, 1882, and it reads as follows: 
 

"Sing we to our God above—Hallelujah!  

Praise eternal as His love; Hallelujah!  

Praise Him all ye heavenly host, Hallelujah!  

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah! " 
 

 It’s fun to also point out two other hymns in LSB that 

share a similar name, and which both appear with this tune in 

other hymnals. The first is LSB 469, “Christ the Lord Is Risen 

Today”, by Charles Wesley and LSB 463, “Christ the Lord Is 

Risen Today; Alleluia”, translated by Jane Leeson. Wesley’s 

hymn is a translation of the same “Surrexit Christus hodie” from 

which 457 is translated. Ms. Leeson’s hymn is a translation of 

“Victimae Paschali”, LSB 460. Both of these translations will 

also be sung as our Easter season progresses! 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
  

In His service, 

Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

   

Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
  

 It is with joy that we return to the pinnacle season of our 

salvation! Christ, who was crucified unjustly on Good Friday, 

rises again from the dead on Easter Sunday, accomplishing the 

work that we could never do and giving his righteousness to us! 

 This month we look at what may arguably be the most 

well-known Easter tune and hymn. It is joyously titled, “Jesus 

Christ Is Risen Today”. There is little known about neither its text 

origins nor the origins of the tune, but it has an interesting history 

all the same. 

 This version of the anonymous Latin hymn, "Surrexit 

Christus hodie," is first found in a scarce collection entitled: Lyra 

Davidica, or a Collection of Divine Songs and Hymns, partly new 

composed, partly translated from the High German and Latin 

Hymns; and set to easy and pleasant tunes. It was published in 

London in 1708. 

 This particular hymn collection has a now unknown his-

tory, but the character of its contents may lead to the supposition 

that it was compiled by some Anglo-German of the pietist school 

of thought. The text in Lyra Davidica, 1708, is as follows: 
 

"Jesus Christ is risen to day, Halle-Halle-lujah.  

Our triumphant Holyday  

Who so lately on the Cross Suffer'd to redeem our loss.”  

“Hast ye females from your fright Take to Galilee your flight  

To his sad disciples say  

Jesus Christ is risen to day.”  

“In our Paschal joy and feast Let the Lord of life be blest  

Let the Holy Trine be prais'd  

And thankful hearts to heaven be rais'd."  

A LOOK AT 

EASTER SCHEDULE 

Easter Sunday: 

Easter Sunrise - 6:15am 

Easter Breakfast - 7:30am 

Easter Festival Service - 9:30am 

then wine becomes his blood, you see that wine and blood were 

created for more than enjoyable drinks and bodily fluids. The 

sacrifices of Israel and the Passover meal take on a greater signifi-

cance. When Jesus feeds thousands with a few loaves of bread, 

and then bread becomes his body, again, bread is more than just 

food. Manna from heaven never did these things, but God was at 

work in them all the same. Finally, when Jesus makes his living 

as a carpenter, and then makes his death on a wooden cross, all 

wood, including Noah’s ark, takes on a deeper, salvific meaning. 

 God acts sacramentally to bring about his intended plan 

for humanity.  God still works through these sacramental means, 

to call, gather, enlighten, and sanctify the whole Christian church 

on earth.  In these sacramental actions, we believe that God binds 

himself to creation to bring about the eternal fellowship with him 

for which we were created in the beginning. Our Sacramental Life 

is the means by which God connects with us and brings us to eter-

nal life. 
  

Pastor Amen 



The Large Catechism 
He is risen! He is risen indeed, alleluia!  

Confirmation Day is almost 

here! The confirmands have finished 

studying the catechism in depth and are 

looking forward to being counted as 

full members of the congregation. So now, of course, 

they’re done with the catechism, right!? Ha! What a 

great April Fools Day joke that would be. Dear eighth 

graders, you’re not done. Confirmation certainly is a 

great milestone, but I’m afraid it doesn't mean you 

know everything there is to know about the Bible. 

Dear adults, we can always be studying God’s Word 

and the catechism more in depth. Luther tells us in his 

preface to the Large Catechism (yes, there’s a large 

one, too!)  : 

“All the saints know nothing better or different 

to learn and cannot finish learning this [catechism]. 

Are we not the finest of all fellows to imagine that if we 

have once read or heard the catechism, we know it all 

and have no further need to read or learn? Can we fin-

ish learning in one hour what God Himself cannot fin-

ish teaching? He is engaged in teaching this from the 

beginning to the end of the world. All prophets, to-

gether with all saints, have been busy learning it, have 

ever remained students, and must continue to be stu-

dents.” 

The catechism is God’s Word condensed into 

six chief parts. It is the essential basis of all Christian 

teaching and Christian life. God cannot finish teaching 

us these essential truths. Too often we forget even the 

basics. While much knowledge of God’s Word is 

gained during Midweek, if we don’t stay in His Word, 

reading it and inwardly digesting it, it is all too easily 

forgotten. It’s just human nature to think that once 

we’ve read through something or taken a class on it, 

we are now masters of it and need not look any further 

into the topic. Luther reminds us that Jesus is the mas-

ter. He is the teacher, and we have ever remained and 

must continue to be students.  

And in case you were afraid that there was no-

where further to look after going through the Small 

Catechism, have no fear! Luther also wrote the Large 

Catechism, which takes a much deeper look into the 

Small Catechism’s use of Scripture in teaching God’s 

Word. It is a powerful, insightful tool for pastors to 

teach from and a great resource for you, as well. By 

and large, it follows the layout of the Small Catechism. 

I highly encourage you to check out the Large Cate-

chism. You can find it in the Book of Concord, directly 

after the Small Catechism. If you don’t have one at 

home, you can certainly borrow the one from the 

church library! God’s blessings to you all this Easter 

Season!                                                       Vicar Brown 

 

 

              APRIL 
 

                     635-4825 
 

                                                Kelly Hageman 

 

Do you have a special 

occasion coming up? If so, 

you may want to take a 

moment to browse the 

table of cards set up in the 

narthex.  

There is a wide range of 

cards to fit every occasion and all proceeds go to the Christian 

Women’s Council to help support all their good works. You 

may leave your cash or check in the basket on the table.        

Butter Braid Pastries are on the way to St. Peter’s. The 

HS Youth Group are selling them as a fundraiser again 

this year. 
 

Starts Mar 25th 

Cost is $12 per pastry 

Delivery expected on April 25th. 

Our true power source 
 
The story is told of someone who plugged a power strip into 
itself and then couldn’t understand why the system wouldn’t 
turn on! We get a kick out of such tales, yet how often do 
we try to “power” our own lives? We frequently think we 
need to be the source of our own strength, joy, peace, en-
ergy and wisdom. 
 
Jesus doesn’t teach us to find life within ourselves — or in 
any human being or earthly circumstance, object or philoso-
phy. Rather, calling himself the good shepherd, Jesus says, 
“I have come that [my sheep] may have life, and have it 
abundantly” (John 10:10).  
 
We don’t access that abundant life by “plugging into” our-
selves. Instead, Jesus invites us to plug into his power — 
and joy, peace, hope, truth — through prayer and Scripture, 
worship and service, fellowship with other Christians and 
the beauty of God’s world. 



St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool 
WMELS Accredited 

5 stars with Wisconsin’s Young Star 

4-K Host Site for Poynette School District 
 

  

March was a wonderful month both in the class-

room and also outside! The weather allowed us to shed some 

layers and play on the new playground! The kids are very 

happy and excited to use the playground so again, thank you 

to everyone who helped us in completing that project. 
 

This month we focused on Spring, St. Patrick’s Day and still 

more focus on feelings/emotions. 
 

We read the books, “Sometimes I Feel Silly”, “The Night 

Before St. Patrick’s Day” and “The Lonely Boy.” All these 

books lead to some great conversations about how to show 

friends kindness, what we look like when we feel different 

emotions, but also what the leprechauns did in their 

houses!!! Milk was turned green, they made messes in their 

rooms, and some even left treats! 
 

We are very excited to talk about Easter and the meaning of 

the holiday. We love the Easter bunny, the eggs and the 

candy, but it is important to know the story of Jesus and his 

resurrection. We will focus on this next week. 
 

The staff has started planning for the summer as well. We 

have fun activities and ideas for the children this summer. 

We collectively are getting this started to be sure the chil-

dren have as much fun as they can while here and on break 

from school. 
 

We are also sad to announce that Ms. Diane will be leaving 

us to move back out East near her family. We can not thank 

her enough for her kind heart in caring for the children at St. 

Peter’s. As a Teacher, a co-worker and a friend we will miss 

her dearly. 
 

Here are a few pictures from our activities this month! 

 

CWC will hold their Plant Sale combined with Bake 

Sale at St. Peter’s on May 18th-20th during Arling-

ton’s garage sale weekend. More information coming 

soon.  

 

HS Youth: 
April 29th is the next 5th Sunday 

and Pastor will be taking you to 

brunch at 11:45 am. Start think-

ing about options and let him 

know of your interest! 



DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 

  4/1 Genevieve Pulsfus 

  4/3  Ray Schoeneberg 

  4/6   Gerald Moeller 

  4/11  Sally Moeller 

  4/12  Dan Schmidt 

  4/16  James Laatsch 

  4/17  Kris Manke 

  4/19  Sharry Rittmeyer 

  4/22  Alice Erstad 

  4/22  Bill Manthey 

  4/26  Henry Schroeder 

  4/26  Wade Senft 

 

April 1      Easter Vigil 
 

Many Readings 

Sermon: Pit to Pit: Pit of Lion to the Tomb 

Order:  Easter Vigil 

Hymns: 925, 930, 941, 464, 457, 466, 461, 603, 475 - 955 - 466, 

467 - 465 

Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

Choir: Adult Choir, Handbells, Instrumentals 

April 1/2      Easter Festival 
 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

Psalm 16 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8 

Sermon: Welcome Home! 

Order: DSI, p. 151 

Hymns: 487 -  926 - 458 - 474, 478 - 463 

Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

Choir: Adult Choir, Handbells, Instrumentals 

April 8/9     2nd Sunday of Easter  
 

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 

Psalm 61 

1 John 1:1-2:2 

John 20:19-31 

Sermon: Breathed Upon 

Order: DSI, p. 151 

Hymns: 468 - 470 - 477, 480 - 469 

Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

 

April 15/16    3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 3:11-21 

Psalm 4 

1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36-49 

Sermon: On the Road Again  

Order: DSI, p. 151 

Hymns: 482 - 483 - 605, 725, 689 - 486 

Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

April 22/23     4th Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 4:1-12 

Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10:11-18 

Sermon: The Good Shepherd 

Order: DSI, p 151 

Hymns: 712 - 710 - 709 - 700, 588 - 711  

Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

Choir: Upper Grades Sunday School (8am) 

April 29/30    5th Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 10:34-48 

Psalm 98 

1 John 5:1-8 

John 15:9-17 

Sermon: Test the Spirits 

Order: DSI, p 151 

Hymns: 594 - 633 - 488, 485, 611 - 484 

Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

Choir: Lower Grades Sunday School (8am) 



 COUNCIL MEETING NOTES - MARCH 13, 2018 

Meeting March 13, 2018 called to order at 6:30 by 

President Bill Steffenhagen. 
 

Opening Devotion by Pastor Amen. 
 

Agenda: Steve Paskey moved to approve as is, Dan 

Schmidt seconded and it carried. 
 

Secretary’s report: Approved as printed. Motioned by 

Tom Crum, second by Keith Podoll. Carried. 
 

Financial Secretary’s report: presented by Lisa Hage-

man. The offerings for February were good, the mis-

sions fund is up.  So far in 2018 we have had 1 less Sun-

day to date vs 2017. There is now a group meeting & 

learning all the duties of the financial secretary instead 

of just one person doing all the work- that seems to be 

working out very well. Motion to approve by Bill Hage-

man and seconded by Keith Podoll, carried. 
 

Treasurer’s report: presented by Jennifer See. Current 

available for expense is $16,157.  Upcoming expenses- 

District convention, Alliant Energy Bill, ASC 1 for 

dishwasher repair, Annual Elevator testing, & United 

Community bank. Right now, Contributions & Ex-

penses YTD actual amount is -$5791.78. Moved to ap-

prove by Bob Kronberg and seconded by Lisa 

Hagenow, motion carried. 
 

Board of Elders: Thank you to those who have stepped 

up and helped, it is greatly appreciated.  The Endow-

ment Committee- Reminder that scholarships are due at 

the end of March. The Christian Women’s Council is 

helping serve the Lenten meal on March 14th & they 

sent out Valentines to St. Peter’s college students- we 

are still receiving a lot of thank you's for those.  Spring 

cleaning is scheduled for March 26th.  Oakwood/

Parkside- Pastor has a meeting set up with them to dis-

cuss partnering with other facilities.   Cantor Zieroth’s 

Report- Monday, March 4th Kammerchor from Concor-

dia University Wisconsin provided us with great music 

& on Wednesday, March 14th we will be hosting the 

Music Department from Racine Lutheran High School.  

They will be leading our Lenten service and provide 

extra music after the service.  Thanks to everyone who 

helped housing the students & for the great food pro-

vided. We are now getting prepared for Easter services.  
 

Board of Trustees: report given by Steve Paskey. The 

place of employment of Greg Frank will be installing a 

refurbished water softener at no charge. 
 

Board of Christian Education: report was given by 

Beth Hutchinson.  Sunday School classes continue, 

teachers are leading well through the New Testament 

this quarter, 3rd-5th graders made some nice cards for 

Pastor.  Midweek classes continue and are nearing the 

end of their year, with confirmation being April 15th, 

essays will be read on April 8th, great classes who have 

worked hard and played hard at times.  Tuesday Ladies 

have just completed a study of the Parables of Jesus, 

Friday Men’s study has been going through John, espe-

cially the events that are included in Holy Week.  Sun-

day Bible Study has been alternated by Pastor and Vicar 

with a study of the upcoming Wednesday Lenten theme 

week.  The Easter Egg Hunt is coming up on March 24th 

at 10am.  The youth will be helping with the Easter 

Breakfast. There are 6 youth members attending Higher 

Things in June.  Childcare enrollment-fall- 15- 4K wrap 

around, 7 for preschool, and 18 school ages.  Working 

on getting parents thoughts on summer field trips.  Hop-

ing to do a Date Night in May.  Working on getting 

poles with chains for the parking lot- 6 poles for $95. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Ash Wednesday and Lenten services 

have continued with the theme “Return from Exile”. 

Thanks to Amy Paskey and others for arranging Lenten 

meals and thanks to midweek 5th/6th grade for setting up 

and cleaning up for the Lenten meals.  Pastor is serving 

with the Poynette Police Department as 1 of their chap-

lains, WI Dept. of Justice is providing costs for verifica-

tion as police chaplain over the next 3 months, 1 day/

month.  He had his annual review with Elders represen-

tative- discussion of future goals and thoughts hap-

pened.  Vicar and Pastor attended seminar hosted by 

Hartford PD- Sanctuary Actions for Emergencies and 

Place of Worship Response- we will soon need to recon-

sider and update some of our own policies and proce-

dures to provide the best care during the week and wor-

ship times.  More than usual hospital calls- but always 

happy to go. Looking forward to the SWD mission Exec 

Rev Jonah Burakowski joining us for a mission and 

evangelism training program “Everyone His Witness” 

Saturday May 19th, more information to come, but an 

excellent everyday outreach for all people. We had a 

baptism last Sunday, March 4th, Thanks be to God!  

Vicar Brown- Everything is going well with Holy 

Week.  Last Sunday will be July 22nd.  He will then take 

his final week of vacation to work on packing every-

thing up and get ready for the move. 
 

Membership Changes- none 
 

Old Business- none 
 

New Business- We have set the voter’s meeting for 

April 22,2017.  Steve Paskey motioned to approve this, 

Elizabeth Hutchinson second, motion carried. 
 

Adjourn- motioned by Steve Paskey, second by Bob 

Kronberg to adjourn at 7:05pm.  Closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer.  Elder meeting follows. 
 

Respectfully submitted: Amanda Hoyt, Secretary 



 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 

CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: 
 

Balance on Feb 28, 2018 ....................................... $18,628.06 

Receipts for Mar (est.) ...........................................  $14,202.00 

Expenses for Mar (est.) .......................................   ($19,768.83) 

                Shortage/Overage ................................... $13,061.23 
 

 

 
 

Apr   1    6:15 a.m.      Calvin Moll & Greg Frank 

          9:30 a.m.  Cameron Gramse & Tom Crum 

Apr   2  6:30 p.m.        Dan Schmidt 

Apr   8 8:00 a.m.        Phil Kruger & Kim Kriewaldt 

        10:30 a.m.  Tom Crum 

Apr   9  6:30 p.m.       Mike Manke 

Apr   15    8:00 a.m.      Cameron Gramse & Bill Hageman 

        10:30 a.m.  Calvin Moll & Greg Frank 

Apr 16 6:30 p.m.  Paul Yamriska 

Apr   22 8:00 a.m.  Mike Manke & Bill Hageman 

        10:30 p.m.  Tom Crum & Paul Yamriska 

Apr  23 6:30 p.m.  Cameron Gramse 

Apr   29 8:00 a.m.  Dan Schmidt & Kim Kriewaldt 

        10:30 p.m.  Tom Crum & Phil Kruger 

Apr  30 6:30 p.m.  Paul Yamriska 

 

 

Apr 1 & 8 
 

Early          Late  
Jeff Anderson ,Chr.        Robert Kronberg, Chr. 

      (434-9764)      (920-992-5272) 

Dave & Wesley Sandstrom           Nathan Campbell 

Austin Anderson               David Steinke 

Craig Wendt                     Vint Quamme                                                                                                                                                          

Glenn Puntney                  Tom Crum                                                                                    

Riley & Cody Puntney  Vint Quamme, Jr 

Todd, Justin, Hayden Taylor        Noah & Haydin Campbell                                                               

Logan Sandstrom 

  

Apr 15, 22 & 29 
     

Chr () Chr () 

John Caldwell, Chr.  Herb Miller, Chr. 

       (635-4762)         (635-4557) 

Mike Manke  Paul Yamriska 

Don Thurston                  Andrew & Josh Yamriska 

Mark & Fred Manke       Charles Hilgendorf 

Tom Manke                     Joseph Pingel  

Kraig See Andrew Klahn 

    APRIL 

 The next 50% off sale will be on 

Friday, April 27th and Saturday, April 

28th. 

 The store is located at 201 Cot-

tage Grove Road (just off Monona Drive). 

The hours are Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. and 

Saturdays 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. The phone number is 223-1228. 

Donations are welcome when the store is open. 

 Members of St. Peter’s work on the first Friday (April 6th) 

and the third Wednesday (April 18th) of each month. Please call 

Elaine Podoll if you have any questions or would like to become 

part of the House of Thrift team.        

 Thank you! 

APRIL 

Acolytes 
Apr  1  6:15  Nathan Tuschl 

    9:30 Lucas Campbell & Kaden Schraufnagel 

Apr  8  8:00 Georgia Cuff 

   10:30 Leona Osterloth 

Apr 15 8:00 Nathan Tuschl 

   10:30 Piper Johnson 

Apr 22 8:00 Austin Kruger 

   10:30 Emma Osterloth 

Apr 29 8:00 Tucker Johnson 

   10:30 William Plenty 
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