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gifts God gives us, His people. So, in thanksgiv-

ing we come together to celebrate Christôs vic-

tory over death for us at this meal. 

 In this Communion, we are gath-

ered as the one Body of Christ (made so 

in our baptism), to receive the Body and 

Blood of Christ. The meal (or Eucharist) 

begins with prayer and the singing of the Sanctus- the song 

the angels sing endlessly, then a prayer of thanksgiving for 

God sending Christ and a request that God prepare our 

hearts in repentance for forgiveness, followed by the Lordôs 

Prayer and finally the Words of Christ are spoken over the 

Bread and Wine by pastor. Then the feast begins! We, all 

together, come to the Table of our Lord to be fed by His 

hand. We receive forgiveness, unity and peace not only 

with God but with each other. Godôs mercy is given to us in this 

meal: abundant mercy, uniting mercy, peace bringing mercy re-

pairing brokenness between God and oneanother and ourselves. 

We are made one again by Christôs Body and Blood. This over-

flowing mercy we receive is the same mercy we are now able to 

share with one another. Not because we have to, but because when 

we have the peace of God which passes all understanding, we 

want to share it with others in thanksgiving for ñGod, being rich in 

mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 

us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive to-

gether with Christò (Eph. 2:4-5). Happy Thankgiving! 
Deaconess Brittni 

Thanksgiving for Godôs Mercy at The Feast 

 It is the month of Thanksgiving! The sights, sounds and 

smells of the season are only going to get stronger from here until 

Christmas. For many, this is a joyous time of year, pre-

paring for friends and family to come to our homes or 

for us to go and visit them. For some, this time of year 

calls to mind those we have lost in years past whom we 

miss. But just about everyone thinks of the feast that 

comes at the end of the month, Thanksgiving Dayð

turkey, ham, potatoes, green bean casserole, bread, 

wine, and pies, pies, pies! We all look forward to enjoy-

ing this great time of feasting with family and friends, 

sharing the gifts we have been graciously and merci-

fully given by God with those around us. But there is 

another feast that we will celebrate for the whole month 

of November and actually all year. 

 This feast doesnôt get the same hype that Thanksgiving 

gets, you wonôt see signs or sales in stores for this feast, but it cer-

tainly has its own sights, smells, and tastes. This feast too will be 

held with our family and friends and we will celebrate the good 

gifts which God gives us. By now you may have guessedðthe 

Lordôs Supper, Communion, ñthe feast of victory for our 

Godò (LSB 155 &171), the Eucharist (which simply means 

óthanksgivingô in Greek and was often used by the apostles as a 

name of the Lordôs Supper). This is a feast we celebrate every 

week and no, it may not fill your belly, but it ought to fill your 

heart, body, and soul. It is after all, another of the most gracious 



save all fallen people from their sins. He did this by being born an 

infant, living a perfect life and then being killed anyway, yet ris-

ing from the dead after his death. He now reigns in glory, keeping 

heaven open to all believers. 

 

3. You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son,/  

Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue everyone:/  

You laid aside Your glory, were born of virginôs womb,/  

Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb;/  

Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve--/  

You opened heavenôs kingdom to all who would believe. 

 

4. You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at Godôs right hand,/  

Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command./  

We know that You will come as our Judge that final day. 

 

 After confessing the great and mighty works of God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we now close with a prayer. We ask 

to be kept faithful in the faith until our end. We look forward to 

claiming the prize reserved for us and all saints! 

 

So help your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray;/ 

May we with saints be numbered where praises never end,/  

In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, Amen! 
   

 

In His service, 

Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

  
  

 As we enter the last month of the church year, our read-

ings focus on His return and the glory of salvation that awaits all 

Godôs faithful Christians. Here in the US, we also throw in a great 

holiday of Thanksgiving, where we as a nation take time to be 

thankful to God for all the amazing things he gives us. 

 One great hymn that points to both of these events is the 

Te Deum. Te Deum is Latin for ñThee, O God, We Praise.ò The 

text for the hymn, typically sung during Matins, is attributed to St. 

Augustine, who likely wrote it for the occasion of the baptism of 

St. Ambrose. St. Augustine lived from 354-430 and served the 

largest portion of his ministry in Hippo, which is modern day Al-

geria. St. Ambrose lived from 340-397 in Milan. He became 

bishop of Milan by, in his view, a mistake. When a new bishop 

was to be named in 374, he went to address the church to stop 

them from electing someone he thought was theologically wrong. 

While he was speaking, the whole room started chanting for him 

to bishop instead! He fought it for a week, but relented after he 

could not hide anymore. 

 This month, we will sing a versification of this great 

hymn. It was written for the church at large by Stephen Starke in 

1999, called ñWe Praise You and Acknowledge You, O 

God.ò  (LSB 941). The hymn was written for the tune THAXTED. 

Thaxted is the name of a town in Essex, England. The great Eng-

lish composer Gustav Holst lived there for 

much of his life in the early 1900s. He 

wrote this tune for his Suite for Large Or-

chestra, The Planets. THAXTED  is the 

melodic tune coming from the movement 

Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity. He discov-

ered that, with just a slight adjustment at the 

end, the melody perfectly fit with a text he 

was asked to set to music in 1921 called, I 

Vow to Thee, My Country. And so, the 

hymn tune was born. Since then, the melody has been set to 

twenty other hymns, and half a dozen other secular texts. 

 The hymn begins with a great amount of praise for a 

great God. It lists many members of creation that praise Godôs 

amazing work, including us, the Church alive today, the angels, 

and all the saints of old. 

 

1. We praise you and acknowledge You, O God to be the Lord,/ 

The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored./  

To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing,/  

The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring:/  

ñO holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;/  

Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!ò 

 

2. The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise;/  

The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise./  

The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng,/  

Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song:/  

ñO all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son,/  

And Holy Spirit, Comforterðforever Three in One!ò 

 

 Having seen all who offer praises, mentioned next is the 

great work Christ does. The next one and a half verses describe 

how Christ is full God, but humbled himself to become full man to 

Do you have a special 

occasion coming up? If so, 

you may want to take a 

moment to browse the 

table of cards set up in the 

narthex.  
 

There is a wide range of cards to fit every occasion and all 

proceeds go to the Christian Womenôs Council to help support 

all their good works. You may leave your cash or check in the 

basket on the table.        

  

11/11  Albert Stoltenburg  

11/11 Betty Stoltenburg   

11/18 James Rittmeyer  

11/21 Allen Hanson   

11/22 Thomas Manke  

11/24 John Frank   

11/25 Lori Pafford  

11/30 Adele Walker 

Poynette Friends of Fine Arts 

Concert: Memorial Messiah Sing Out 
Saturday November 25, 2017    7 pm 

St. Peterôs Lutheran Church, 303 Park St. Arlington 

Cookies and Punch after 



The Augsburg Confession 

 
 So what happened after October 

31, 1517? How did the Reformation un-

fold? As Lutherôs writings and the pure 

proclamation of the Gospel spread across 

Germany and all of Europe, more and 

more people were hearing Godôs Word 

and throwing off the shackles of the Papacy. Even some 

princes in Northern Germany and a few cities in Southern 

Germany joined in. 

 Lutheran preaching was allowed to con-

tinue in lands held by Lutheran princes until 1529, when 

princes who were loyal to Rome outlawed Lutheranism in 

the empire. With the threat of a Turkish invasion from the 

east and a sense of duty to protect the Roman Church, 

thereby keeping the pope as a powerful ally, Emperor 

Charles V sought unity for his whole kingdom and desired 

to sort out this Lutheran problem. He demanded the Lu-

therans defend their position at the Diet of Augsburg (the 

meeting which determined the affairs of the empire.) 

 Luther himself wasnôt able to attend the 

diet since it took place in a territory where his death would 

have been rewarded, so Philip Melanchthon led the group 

with a set of articles for the defense of the Gospel. How-

ever, upon arrival, they soon realized this would not be 

enough. Dr. John Eck, Lutherôs old rival, had a set of 404 

articles against Lutheranism; however, in these articles, Dr. 

Eck horribly misrepresented Lutherôs position, identifying 

Lutherans with the most extreme (and heretical) reformers 

of the day, some of whom even denied basic Christian doc-

trine. For example, Eck claimed that Lutherans agreed with 

one extreme reformer, Ulrich Zwingli, who claimed that 

Christôs body and blood were not truly present in the 

Lordôs Supper, even though Luther had just debated this 

exact topic with Zwingli the previous year. 

 Melanchthon soon realized he had to re-

vise their articles to address the many points that they were 

falsely accused of. On the one hand, they 

had to distinguish their views from those 

of the Papacy, but on the other, they had 

to clarify that they did not side with these 

extreme views of other reformers, who 

had sprung up since Luther. This led to a 

more complete explanation of the theo-

logical position that Luther, Melanch-

thon, and many others in Germany held. On June 25, 1530 

the Augsburg Confession was read before the emperor and 

the ambassador of the pope, officially and publicly stating 

the position of the Lutheran Church, based solely on the 

Word of God. This is still our confession today, nearly 500 

years later, and can be found in the Book of Concord. In 

upcoming newsletters weôll be looking more in depth at 

other writings from the Book of Concord, seeing where 

they come from, how they formed, and what they teach.  
Vicar Brown 

 
  
 

 

 

A Sneak Peak to Advent & Christmas 

Join us Wednesdays for service at 5:30pm. 

CWC will hold mini cookie walks immediately 

following each of the Advent services. 

 

Anticipating Christmas:  

Figures and History of Christmas 

 

Nov. 29th ï Noah, The Promised Gift 

Dec. 6th ï St. Nicholas of Myra 

Dec. 13th ï St. Lucia, Girl of Light 

Dec. 20thðKatharina von Bora Luther 

Christmas in the Home and Trees 

Child Care Center Program 

 

Sunday, December 3rd: 4:00pm 

Youth Group Christmas Tree Decorating 

 

Sunday December 10th: 9:30am 

PreK-2nd grade Christmas Program 

Above: Bike-a-

thon start!  

Rt: Vicar Brown 

finishes a lap. 

L t ( c lockwise ) : 

Abby, Maggie, 

Kloie, Wyatt, 

Brock, newest 

members of the 50 

lap club.  

Pumpkin patch hayride with midweek classes. 



St. Peterôs Child Care & Preschool 
WMELS, Pre-K and NAEYC Accredited 

5 stars with Wisconsinôs Young Star 

4-K Host Site for Poynette School District 
 

  

 Our Braided Bread fundraiser was a success. We raised 

money with the help of the families in our daycare along with 

staff and Church members. We could not be more pleased. 

 

The children have been learning about American Folklore such 

as Paul Bunyan, John Henry, and Johnny Appleseed. They 

really enjoyed their stories and the activities that Becky planned. 

We also did some activities that parents participated in by bring-

ing items from home to share to help us learn more about each 

child. We also took a trip to the Arlington Fire Station as part of 

Fire Safety Awareness Month. 

 

We are planning a date night for sometime in November or early 

December for the parents to bring their children to the center so 

they can have a night out. 

 

Becky has also planned a specific time on the days the children 

do not go to chapel to follow Pastorôs lessons in church. This 

will help the children to have God as part of their daily educa-

tion at St. Peterôs. 

 

We will also be having a winter 

program during one of the Advent 

services again in December for 

the children to perform a few 

songs for the congregation. 

 

Above: The children at the Arlington Fire Station learning about 

Fire Safety. 

Below: Showing off their Johnny Appleseed pans (ahhhé.hats)! 

Thanksgiving Services: 

Wednesday, Nov. 22nd 6:30pm and 

Thursday, Nov. 23rd 9am 


