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ST. PETER’S NET
Reformation 500 and Events
October 31, 2017 mark the 500th anniversary of
beginning of the Lutheran Reformation. It was on this
date in the year 1517 that Martin Luther nailed his 95
Theses to the doors of the Castle Church in Wittenberg,
Germany, seeking to discuss and debate the sale of indulgences and the
general system of worksrighteousness advocated by many.
But a lot has happened in 500
years. Is the Reformation still relevant today, beyond being an interesting historical footnote, or an opportunity to celebrate German culture?
If the Reformation was simply a
matter of history or culture, then it would only matter
to those interested in history or culture. But the Reformation is a matter of faith. It is about the Gospel of
Christ.
The heart of the matter is expressed no better
than in the 4th article of the Augsburg Confession,
"Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works. Peo-
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ple are freely justified for Christ's sake, through faith,
when they believe that they are received into favor and
that their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake. By His
death, Christ made satisfaction for our sins. God counts
this faith for righteousness in His sight (Romans 3-4)."
The Reformation still matters
for all people. Every religion devised
by man is a system of offering our
strength, merits, or works to make ourselves right with God, the universe, and
everything. If this was the case, then no
one would be saved. Even the most
righteous person according to his own
work has a pile of failures and sins that
keep him from perfection.
But by faith in Christ, our works are excluded
from consideration. The righteousness that counts before God is a different kind of righteousness, one that is
given as a gift. It's a righteousness that exceeds that of
the best and the brightest and the most spiritual and religious person. It is Christ's righteousness, given by
God's grace, and received in faith.
Continued

Not only does the Reformation matter today as
much as it did in 1517, but it is remains a matter of
faith and life that extends back to the day when a man
from Nazareth named Jesus, also called the Christ, did
the works that we cannot do and suffered the punishment of death that we should have suffered. He is the
only Righteous One, and He offers His righteousness
as a gift. And that's relevant for you. The reformation
remains about Jesus alone as our source and object of
faith.
To celebrate this anniversary year there are a
few events of note for you to consider:
Tuesday, September 12th: ―Martin Luther: The Idea
That Changed the World‖ will air at 7pm on PBS.
Sunday, October 29th: we will have a choral and instrumental festival Reformation service. Following
the service will a fellowship meal done by Minute
Meals and Nutritious Response. There is no charge
for the meal but sign ups are needed. We will be taking a free will offering at that meal, as every $25
will provide 100 meals for those in need to be distributed mostly through the state of Wisconsin and
some to other impoverished areas. Enjoy a great
meal and fellowship, meal options are: Prime
Rib, Tomato Basil Chicken, or Lemon Herb Cod. All
The Fixings: Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Wild Rice,
Seasoned Corn & Veggie Medley Dessert:Brownies |
Drinks: Pepsi Products, Coffee, Tea, Water.
Pastor Amen

A NEW YEAR! A NEW YEAR!
A new MUSICAL year, that is. And with a new year comes the restarting
of the church music programs! Handbells begin on Wednesday, September 6 at 6:30pm in the balcony. Currently, we are taking names of those
interested in being a substitute, or fill-in ringer.
Adult choir is open to anyone who has been confirmed. We
begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 6 at 7:30pm in the balcony.
We sing about once a month. If you are thinking about joining, come give
us a try! Maybe you can only sing one or 2 times a year. Join us for a
month or two! We simply enjoy making music and want to make music
with as many people as we can.
We extend a big welcome and invitation to any instrumentalist
who can join us for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. We play at
both services that day, Oct. 29th. Please consider joining for that.
Also, anyone who joins the music program for Reformation gets
a free T-shirt! Inquire with Cantor for your sizing needs.
Thank you to all who have donated for the Musical Instrument
Library. We have already received a clarinet, a trumpet, two timpani, and
a snare drum. We can’t wait to loan these out to those who desire to play!
We are still accepting donations and instruments.

HYMN STUDY
This month, we look at a hymn that was written right about the
time of the Reformation, “Salvation unto Us Has Come” (LSB 555). We
will sing this amazing hymn September 21/24.
Devastating. Exhilarating. Routine. Such are the lives of first
responders, members of rapid response team or members and veterans
of the armed forces. They value the routine for getting through the day,
while living for the exhilarating—the rush that comes with the rescue and
victory. They can do without the accolades and interviews. It’s what they
have inside that counts.
Then there is the devastating: loss of life, limb, love. Enough of
that and we find another way to make a living, or lash out, or end it all for
ourselves.We see this again and again in the news. In our recent history
this devastation has led to the development of Critical Incident Stress
Management teams. Peers and mental health personnel have as their
purpose to be present, listen, and reassure first responders that what is
going on in body, mind, and spirit is a normal response to an abnormal
situation (“Sure, loss is normal—but not on my shift!”). Then hopefully,
we find ourselves restored—internally and relationally.
Such a healer can easily be seen in Pastor Speratus who
penned the lines of this comforting hymn. In the midst of all that was
devastating around him, he still comforts others with the good news of
Jesus. In his day, 16th century Germany, people were lost to their families, to their neighbors, to God. But in this hymn, Speratus listens and
retells how the living, dying, and rising of Jesus shows us the great cost
by which we are loved by God. We see this in stanza 1: Salvation unto
us has come by God’s free grace and favor; Good works cannot avert
our doom, they help and save us never. Faith looks to Jesus Christ
alone, who did for all the world atone; He is our one Redeemer.
Such is the devastation of Sin—that we are at odds with ourselves, others and God. I was recently reminded that “how I see God
influences how I see myself and how I see others.” Am I demanding,
deserving, detached, giving, receiving? We see this in stanza 4: From sin
our flesh could not abstain, sin held its sway unceasing; The task was
useless and in vain, our guilt was e’er increasing. None can remove sin’s
poisoned dart of purify our guileful heart— So deep is our corruption
Such is the paradox of Love. The blessing of love is not that I deserve it,
but that I receive it. The blessing of my spouse’s love is not that I deserve it, but that I receive it. Even so, the blessing of God’s love is that
we receive it, trust it, and respond appropriately out of it. (Stanza 9: Faith
clings to Jesus’ cross alone and rests in him unceasing; And by its fruits
true faith is known, with love and hope increasing. For faith alone can
justify; works serve our neighbor and supply The proof that faith is living.)
So how does it go with you? Where are you at loose ends with yourself,
with others, with God? What will it take for you to accept that you are
loved beyond all deserving because that is the holy remedy to our broken condition? Sing through the stanzas and be moved by how such
faith empowers us to live life fully!
What’s more, we are told the tune is rooted in an Easter hymn
of an earlier era, and when we sing the original text the first leap in the
tune is on uns (German for “us”). Isn’t that the heart of our Lutheran expression of the Christian faith? For US! All this for me, my wholeness, my
holiness—gifted by God. Let this be what we celebrate as we sing!All
blessing, honor, thanks and praise to Father, Son, and Spirit, The God
who saved us by his grace; all glory to his merit. O triune God in heav’n
above, you have revealed your saving love; Your blessed name we hallow.
In His service,
Cantor Geremy Zieroth

VBS 2017
.

Pictures from Left to Right, Top to bottom:
Pastor Amen doing the opening. The Mighty
Fortress! Making shields. Ms. Amy telling
the stories. Ms. Jenni overseeing playtime
Singing the songs on Sunday. Finishing up
with a parade. Thank you Mr. Steve for hauling the Fortress and pulling the wagon loaned
for us to ride along by Darrell Schoenenberg.

Solar Eclipse Viewing & Ice Cream

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool
WMELS, Pre-K and NAEYC Accredited
5 stars with Wisconsin’s Young Star
4-K Host Site for Poynette School District
We would like to start by thanking all the Church members and
families for the amazing support for VBS, because it was such
a huge success with the children! They had a very fun time and
enjoyed having some new faces to play with! A special thank
you to Amy Paskey and Jenni See for the fun decorations and
all the planning that went into making sure the kids would enjoy themselves.
In September the kids will be starting back to school. Their first
day in September 5th and the 4K will start back on September
6th. One of the biggest changes that will be happening with the
daycare is that the 4K will be using the smaller classroom along
with the fellowship hall this school year which allows for the
preschool to use the large classroom. Everyone involved is excited for this change and believe that it is best for all parties!!
We also will be doing a braided bread fundraiser in September
for the Daycare. The Fall Bake Sale will be October 8th!
If you haven't seen the playground please take the time to walk
out and take a look around. The fence was put in a few weeks
ago and Steve Paskey and Bob Kronberg donated more of their
time to plant grass seed as well. The project is complete and we
are so happy!! We thank each and every one of you for any
way in which you helped with this project!

Halloween, fall, and Thanksgiving items and decorations are available for sale starting now. The store will
be closed for Labor Day, Monday, September 4th.
The store is located at 201 Cottage Grove Road (just off Monona Drive). The hours are Monday
through Friday 9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 9:00 a.m.—
5:00 p.m. The phone number is 223-1228. Donations are welcome
when the store is open.
Members of St. Peter’s work on the first Friday (September
1st) and the third Wednesday (September 20th) of each month.
Please call Elaine Podoll if you have any questions or would like
to become part of the House of Thrift team.
Thank you!

Above: Chalk drawings in the
parking lot.
Right: Making crowns for
VBS.
Below: The line for the tire
swing. A BIG HIT!

DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
Aug 30/Sep 3

13th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 66:1-7
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
Sep 7/10

14th Sunday after Pentecost

Ezekiel 33:7-9
Psalm 41
Romans 13:1-10
Matthew 18:1-20
Sep 14/17

15th Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 27
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35
Sep 21/24

16th Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:6-9
Psalm 138
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30
Matthew 20:1-16

Sermon: The True Christian Life
Text: Romans 12:9-21
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: By Request
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Sermon: And the Greatest Is? Vicar Kyle Brown
Text: Matthew 18:1-20
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 966 - 820 - 709, 766 - 725
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Sermon: Brother vs. Brother
Text: Genesis 50:15-21
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 851 - 814 - 685 - 635, 621 - 790
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Sermon: Your Hourly Wage
Text: Matthew 20:1-16
Order: DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 680 - 555 - 631, 807 - 738
Organist: Cantor Geremy Zieroth
Choir: Handbells

9/5
9/11
9/14
9/14
9/16
9/19
9/20
9/25
9/26

SEPTEMBER 10, 2017
9:15 A.M.
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Join us as we celebrate on
Rally Day, the kickoff to another year of learning and
hearing God’s word. Pancakes & toppings will be
served to all.

Karl Hilgendorf
Jane Jensen
James Mueller
Robert Schmidt
Helen Manke
Karen Michaels
Randall Schuster
Cameron Gramse
Robert Kronberg

ARLINGTON
VILLAGE PICNIC
Fireman’s Park
Wednesday, Sept 13, 2017
5-7 p.m.
A bounce house and rock climb wall
will be present for those in attendance. Come join the fun!

*Don’t forget to buy your ticket for
the quilt drawing to benefit the Deaconess Elle Konetzki
Memorial Fund at Concordia Theological Seminary-Fort
Wayne. Quilt is displayed in the narthex.

COUNCIL MEETING NOTES - AUGUST 15, 2017
Attendees: Pastor Amen, Cameron Gramse, Lisa Hagenow,
Robert Kronberg, Phil Kruger, Mike Manke, Steve Paskey,
Vint Quamme, Dan Schmidt, William Steffenhagen, Vicar
Kyle Brown, Deaconess Intern Brittni Brown, and Lynnette
Taylor.
Meeting called to order at 6:30 by President Steffenhagen
Opening Devotion by Pastor Amen from Ephesians 4.
Agenda : No additions or amendments. Motion to approve
by Bob Kronberg, seconded by Vint Quamme, carried.
Secretary’s report: Approved as printed. Motion by Lisa
Hagenow, second by Steve Paskey. Motion carried.
Financial Secretary’s report : presented by Lisa
Hagenow. Total contributions for general fund for July is
$15,167.00 and for Special Purpose $37,253.14. Lisa explained that the YTD numbers on the comparison are not
correct however the actual monthly numbers are and she is
going to check the formula to see why the YTD didn't come
through correctly. Motion to approve by Dan Schmidt, second by Vint Quamme. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s report : presented by Lynnette Taylor. Current available for expenses is $11,877.07. A repair bill for a
faucet at the vicarage will be coming. Property insurance
will be renewed starting the first of September. Motion to
approve by Robert Kronberg, second by Steve Paskey. Motion carried.
Board of Elders : presented by Tom Crum. The Endowment Fund investments have transferred to the updated
ways that had been discussed earlier this year. Military Care
has had a number of changes. Christian Schweitzer and
Ross Moll are home from their deployments. Three members have now been deployed to South Korea, Andrew
Yamriska, Matt Hustad, and Nathan Moll will be there for 3
-4 months. Christian Women's Council will be meeting this
coming weekend, Aug 19th for their summer meeting. Oakwood/Parkside updates from Vint Quamme: He has reviewed the 2016 annual report and there are a number of
very positive things for their host cities. Bill Steffenhagen
has been attending the annual meeting for Oakwood/
Parkside as the St. Peter's representative. Cantor's report
was presented by Pastor Amen. The music instrument library has been very positively received and Geremy and
Pastor Amen will be making a trip to Milwaukee to purchase the timpani. A number of instruments from the list of
desired horns have been donated to St. Peter's Music Instrument library. Handbells and choir will begin September 6th.
Board of Trustees report given by Robert Kronberg. The
tiles in both the narthex (west stairway) and the north
chapel entrance have been replaced. The lights in the sanctuary are finished except for the archway and those will still
need to be attended to. The playground project is complete,
new seeding has been planted and frequent watering has
been done. It was noticed during this project that the deck
on the parsonage will need some attention so that project is

pending. The Trustees are still seeking bids for the church
roof so they can give us an idea what the scope of that will
be.
Board of Christian Education report. The Child Care
Center is looking very healthy with solid numbers. It was
noted that Tiffany Amoriello is doing a superb job as director. The Preschool contracts with Poynette School District
have been signed for the upcoming school year. The partnership with the school is going very well. It was noted that
St. Peter's is the most requested class for the 4K students
when they are registering. Sunday School for the fall will
begin with Rally Sunday on Sept. 10th again with a pancake
breakfast for all. Lucy Cuff and McKenna Morris have offered to help teach. The Midweek classes will begin September 6th. Our community picnic will be held September
13th. The High School Youth group took 6 members to
Bozeman, MT for a Higher Things conference. They reported lots of learning but also lots of fun as they were able
to attend Mt. Rushmore and Yellowstone National Park en
route. The men's bible class has finished the book of Exodus and the ladies are working through Jeremiah. Vacation
Bible School went very well. Thank you to Amy Paskey
and Jennifer See for coordinating. There were also a good
number of youth volunteers (over 20) throughout the week
and made things much smoother for the 52 attendees. This
year it was noted that there were more of the VBS families
who attended the Sunday service following VBS week for
the kids to perform their VBS songs. It was also good to
know that a couple of the families had asked about church
services and have since followed up by attending services
on Thursday and Sundays.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Amen was the Pastor of the Week
at Camp LuWiSoMo last week and so took his family on
vacation, thank you to Rev. Jim Laatsch who filled in while
Pastor Amen was at LuWiSoMo. The playground seems to
really be used by all of the children (esp. the swings!). The
Badger games fundraiser will be cancelled because after
getting some advice about some of the stipulations andreading through the contract, some things may not be as presented.
Membership Changes – None
Old Business – None
New Business – None
Adjourn – motion by Steve Paskey, second by Vint
Quamme to adjourn at approximately 7:28. Closed with
Lord's Prayer. Elder meeting to follow.
Prepared by Lynnette Taylor, Acting Secretary

FINANCIAL REPORT
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND:
Balance on July 31, 2017 ....................................... $17,620.94
Receipts for Aug (est.) .......................................... $13,401.80
Expenses for Aug (est.) ....................................... ($17,424.12)
Shortage/Overage................................... $13,598.62

Sept 3
Sept 7
Sept 10

Sound System Funds Needed: ($3,046.89)
Sept 14
Sept 17
Sept 21
Sept 24
Sept 28

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Elders

Cameron Gramse & Greg Frank
TomCrum & Bill Manthey
________________
Mike Manke & Phil Kruger
Greg Frank & Tom Crum
Vint Quamme
Mike Manke & Bill Hageman
Bill Manthey & Dale Johnson
_________________
Phil Kruger & Cameron Gramse
Bill Hageman & Dale Johnson
Vint Quamme

SEPTEMBER
Sept 3 & 10
Early
,Keith Podoll, Chr.
(635-8012)
Larry Saager
Bill & Justin Hageman
Greg & Patrick Frank
Alex Saager

Late
Chr.
()
Roger Frank
Steve Paskey
Brad Zimmermann &
Hunter & Tanner & Jakob

Sept 17 & 24
Chr ()
Wayne Hanson
David Hutchinson
Steve & Matt Hustad
Calvin Moll
Nate & Austin Moll
Cameron Gramse

SEPTEMBER
635-4825
Beth Hutchinson
Amy Paskey

Chr ()
Jim Paske
Terry Grinde
Shayne Brasda

3

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:30 AM Bible Study/SS
10:30 AM Divine Service

Pentecost 16 24

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:30 AM Bible Study/SS
10:30 AM Divine Service

Pentecost 15 17

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:30 AM RALLY DAY
Pancake Breakfast
10:30 AM Divine Service

Pentecost 14 10

8:00 AM Divine Service
Hymn Sing Sunday
9:15 AM Bible Class/SS
10:30 AM Divine Service
Hymn Sing Sunday

Pentecost 13

SUNDAY

5

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class

26

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class

19

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class
6:00 Bd of Ed
6:30 Council
7:30 Bd of Elders

12

1:00 PM Ladies
Bible Class

TUESDAY

13

6

4:00 PM Midweek
6:30 PM Handbells
7:30 PM Choir

27

9:00 AM Thrift Store
4:00 PM Midweek
6:30 PM Handbells
7:30 PM Choir

20

5:00 PM-when we leave
Arlington Village Picnic

4:00 PM Midweek
6:30 PM Handbells
7:30 PM Choir

4:00 PM Midweek
6:30 PM Handbells
7:30 PM Choir

WEDNESDAY

Phone: 608-635-4825
E-mail: stpeterluth@gmail.com

7

21

6:30 PM Divine Service

28

6:30 PM Divine Service

St. Matthew
Apostle

6:30 PM Divine Service

Holy Cross Day 14

6:30 PM Divine Service

THURSDAY

Fax: 608-635-2753
www.stpetersarlington.org

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

25

18

11

Church & Child
Care Closed

Labor Day 4

MONDAY

FRIDAY

29

22

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

St. Michael
& All Angels

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

8

1

15

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class

7:30 AM Men’s Bible
Class
9:00 AM Thrift Store

CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2017
SATURDAY

30

23

16

9

2

