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may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere 

and humble thanks... 

And also that we may then unite in most hum-

bly offering our prayers and supplications to the great 

Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech Him to pardon 

our national and other transgressionsé to 

render our National Government a bless-

ing to all the people...to protect and guide 

all sovereigns and nationsé and to bless 

them with good governments, peace, and 

concord; to promote the knowledge and 

practice of true religion and virtue, and the increase of 

science among them and us; and, generally to grant 

unto all mankind such a degree of prosperity as He 

alone knows to be best.  ðPresident George 

Washington  1789 
 Pastor Amen 

óThanksgiving Services: 

Wednesday, Nov. 24th 6:30pm or 

Thursday, Nov. 25th 9am 

 

 

From President George Washington: 

Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowl-

edge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, 

to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore 

His protection and favor; and Whereas both Houses of 

Congress have, by their joint committee, requested me 

to ñrecommend to the people of the United States a day 

of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by 

acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and sig-

nal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording 

them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of 

government for their safety and happiness.ò 

Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign 

Thursday, the 26th day of November next, to be de-

voted by the people of these States to the service of that 

great and glorious Being who is the beneficent author 

of all the good that was, that is, or that will be; that we 



Tune ñNun Danketò by Johann Cr¿ger (1598-1662), Published 

in 1647 

Johann Crüger (1598-1662)  

 

 

 

 

Catherine Winkworth believed Martin Rinkart wrote this tune in 

1644. However, it is generally attributed to Johann Crüger who 

published it in his famous collection Praxis Pietatis Melica, 1647. 

Johann was born in Prussia (modern day Germany). He began his 

studies at a Jesuit College in Olmutz, proceeded to the University 

of Regensburg to study music and poetry, and ultimately com-

pleted theological studies at the University of Wittenburg. In 

1622, Johann became the organist at the Lutheran Cathedral of St. 

Nicholas in Berlin where he organized and directed the choir; he 

remained there until his death. Johann composed music for many 

of the best Lutheran hymn writers, and his collection of hymns, 

Praxis Pietatis Melica, was the outstanding collection of the 17th 

century; it was published in forty-four editions from 1644 to 

1736. 

As we sing this hymn this year, may you also praise God in 

thanksgiving. No matter what your year has been, God has 

brought you through it and continues to give blessings great and 

small every day.  

1 Now thank we all our God 

With heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, 

In whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mother's arms 

Has blest us on our way 

With countless gifts of love 

And still is ours today. 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

And blessed peace to cheer us 

And keep us in His grace 

And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills 

In this world and the next! 

3 All praise and thanks to God 

The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns 

With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, 

Whom earth and heav'n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, 

And shall be evermore. 

 
 

In His service, 

Cantor Geremy Zieroth 

  
Friday, Novemeber 4 at 6:30pm: Dr. John Behnke will present 

an organ recital! If you've been waiting to hear more from the 

organ, now is your chance! We'll also provide you with a wine and 

cheese reception following the recital. Bring friends and join us 

for a musical evening of fellowship!  

November Hymn Study: 

The hymn we look at this month is "Now Thank We All Our God" 

written by Martin Rinkart. It has become something of a standard 

for every Thanksgiving in many places around the world, and is 

viewed as a treat when used at other times. 

 

Martin Rinkart (1586-1649)  

Martin was born in Eilenburg, Saxony (a state 

in modern day Germany). After attending a 

Latin School in Eilenburg, Martin received a 

scholarship to attend the St. Thomas School in 

Leipzig. He proceeded on to the University of 

Leipzig where he studied theology and poetry. 

He served as pastor in several Lutheran churches before returning 

to his hometown of Eilenburg where he served during the horrors 

of the Thirty Yearsô War (1618-1648).Eilenburg still exists today 

in the state of Saxony, Germany, and is located about five miles 

northeast of Leipzig. 

The walled city of Eilenburg saw a steady stream of refugees pour 

through its gates during the war. The Swedish army surrounded 

the city, and since it was so overcrowded, the people of Eilenburg, 

not surprisingly, endured famine and plague. It was during this 

difficult time, that Martin wrote the hymn ñNow Thank We All 

Our Godò (probably in 1636). A year later, in 1637, the city was 

struck by a devastating plague. More than half of the 8000 inhabi-

tants died, including Martinôs wife. For some time, Martin was the 

only pastor in the city, and he officiated at as many as forty or fifty 

burials a day. 

Martin not only served as a pastor but also as a civic leader. At 

one point, the Swedes demanded a huge ransom from the city, and 

Martin ñleft the safety of the walls to plead for mercy. The Swedes 

said no. So, he returned into the city and told his congregation, 

"Come, my children. We can find no refuge in man. Let us find 

refuge in God." The whole group then knelt in prayer. The Swed-

ish commander saw this and, impressed by Rinkart's faith and 

courage, lowered his demands.ò Soon afterward, the Thirty Yearsô 

War finally came to an end, and Martinôs hymn was used at a 

grand celebration service. 

Martin died the next year after the war ended. Most of his adult 

life was spent enduring tremendous difficulties. In spite of his 

ñprivations and sufferings,ò Martin was ña prolific writer of both 

prose and verse, which reveal the stalwart character of this man 

whose faith was steadfast and strong.ò 

Catherine Winkworth translated this hymn from German to Eng-

lish in 1856. She is credited with making the most lasting and sig-

nificant contribution in the effort to bring German hymns to the 

English speaking world. 



Getting instructions 

on how to complete 

the maze and collect 

all the punches. 

Dinner b
y campfire

! St. Peterôs Confirmands class of 2017: 

Jacob, Brandon, Kylee, Megan, Sarah, Hayden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to our volunteers who went to Cal-

vary Lutheran at UW-Madison to serve 

lunch after their worship on Oct. 23rd. 

BIKE -A-THON  

2016 

The 2016 Bike-a-thon and 5K Run for Missions was a success! 

More than 30 people participated and traveled more than 184 

miles. Top Left: Some of the biggest and smallest participants of 

the day. Left: Itôs not just for biking and running, everybodyôs 

welcome. Below, left: Vicki and Kloie made the 50 lap mark. 

Below Right: Tucker was the first to cross the 5K finish line. Top: 

Fuel for all riders, runners, walkers, and watchers was provided to 

keep everybody warm.  

A Sneak Peak to Advent & Christmas 

Join us Wednesdays for a light meal at 5pm 

and service at 6pm. 

 

Nov. 30th ï The Gift of Hope 

Dec. 7th ï The Gift of Love 

Dec. 14th ï The Gift of Peace 

 

Sunday December 11th: 9:30am 

PreK-2nd grade Christmas Program 

 

Sunday, December 18th 

8am & 10:30am 

A Service of Lessons and Carols, Choir 

 


