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―Why are you afraid?‖  It helps to recall the burning bush God 

set before Moses, for God‘s fire did not destroy the bush.  If we 

trust in God, we find more assurance than terror in the thought 

that God wants to purify us, so that everything evil in us turns 

to ash, and only the good remains.  God‘s just anger is a 

refiner‘s fire: to suffer it is not a gentle thing, but the 

end result is pure beauty. 

       As we hear once again at Advent and Christmas—

in the birth and ministry of John the Baptist, in the an-

gel‘s announcement to Mary about the birth of Jesus, 

and in the unfolding of events in Bethlehem, mingled 

through by the tragedies that follow—the Lord whom 

we desire may indeed be close at hand, but it will not be 

easy for us to accept His call.  What Zechariah said of 

his son, John, is really addressed to us all: ―And you, 

child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for 

you will go before the Lord to prepare His way, to give knowl-

edge of salvation to His people by the forgiveness of their sins.‖ 

 This was John‘s calling, and it is our own, a truth both con-

soling and terrifying.  For we are enslaved, by selfishness and 

addiction and all the wreckage that sin can wreak on the world, 

but are we willing to risk being freed?  Do we dare to enter the 

dangerous new country of life in Christ, leaving the comforts of 

sin behind?  In desiring it, we come to believe that, yes, it is 

possible.  For, why not?  God is with us! 
 

    Pastor Hendrickson 

‘Tis the Season 
 

 The prophet Malachi, chosen in Church tradition to con-

clude the Old Testament, has a word that is both a blessing and 

a warning.  Yes, the Lord we seek will come, suddenly, 

to His temple.  ―The Messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight—indeed He is coming, says the Lord 

of hosts.  But who can endure the day of His coming, 

and who can stand when He appears?‖ 

 This passage is echoed in the Book of Revelation, 

when the angel opens the sixth seal, and all who have 

trusted more in their own strength and wealth than in 

God—―the kings of the earth and the magnates and the 

generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, 

slave and free‖—flee in terror to caves and hide among 

the rocks.  They call to the mountains, ―Fall on us and 

hide us from the face of the One seated on the throne 

and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath 

has come, and who is able to stand?‖ 

 The infant Jesus who comes to us at Christmas is much 

easier to welcome than the One crucified at Calvary.  And even 

less so, the One who will come at the end of time, the risen 

Lord returning, suddenly, and without warning.  When Jesus 

comes to find us, our first instinct is to hide.  Who can endure 

His anger over what we have done to the creation, to each 

other, and to ourselves? 

 It helps at this point, and as a new year is soon upon us, to 

ask ourselves the question Jesus often asked His disciples: 



November Meeting  Minutes 
 

Kris Manke, President, opened with the 

devotion, ―The Lord is in Your Corner‖. 

In Attendance: Kris Manke; President, 

Wendy Gramse , Connie Hendrickson, 

Secretary, Mary McLaughlin, Lori Paf-

ford, Barb Plenty, Elaine Podoll, and 

Lynnette Taylor, Treasurer. 

Approval of Agenda: Motion to accept 

agenda by Elaine, seconded by Barb. All approved. 

Review of September, 2013 minutes. Motion to accept min-

utes by Connie, seconded by Barb. All approved. 

Treasury Report: Report given by Lynnette. Motion to accept 

report by Elaine, seconded by Wendy. All approved. 
 

Other Reports 

Altar Guild: No new changes since September‘s meeting. 

Funerals & Special Events: None 

Cookies: Sign ups good and steady. 

Sunshine Committee: New regular and holiday cards dis-

played on fresh table top. Marie Cook continues to send out 

cards to those house bound or hospitalized. 

Prayer Shawls/New Baby Bibs: One sent by way of Pastor to 

Emily Schoeneberg as she recovers at home since her stay at 

Good Samaritan. 

LWML: Report on Vickie Detert‘s attendance to the Septem-

ber‘s retreat in Green Lake / tabled. 
 

Old Business: Keith and Elaine Podoll donated the cost of the 

re-cushioning of the worn communion cushions. Eighty-five 

Personal care kits (60 from Sunday school alone) were assem-

bled this year. CWC ornament sales are now available in the 

narthex located on the card table. 
 

New Business: Fall Frozen Pie Sales:  21 frozen pies are or-

dered for CWC‘s Fall Thanksgiving Pie Sale. Cookie Walk: 

CWC‘s ‗Christmas‘ Cookie Walk will be Saturday, December 

7th; 8:30-11:30 a.m. Vickie Detert to play piano. There seems to 

be enough helpers Friday the 6th (set up) and on the day of. An 

ad will be placed in the Shopper Stoppers and the Poynette 

Press for the week prior.  Recap on changes to Cookie Walk: 

Due to the decline of interest in the Fall Cookie Walk, Pie and 

Craft Sale we have changed it back to a Christmas Cookie and 

Craft Sale. Connie made sign up sheets and flyers which have 

been displayed getting bakers, crafters and workers recruited. 

Connie to get cash bank and put out street signs. Kris to bring 

in scale. 
 

2014 Meeting dates: February 9th, May 18th, September 14th 

and November 9th. 

2014 Elections: Connie Hendrickson, President, Kris Manke, 

Vice President, Lynnette Taylor, Treasurer and Secretary. All 

approved.     

Next Meeting: February 9, 2014 

Cards, Napkins & Gifts 
 

Do you need to replenish your holiday items or  have a special 

occasion coming up? If so, you may want to take a moment to 

browse the table of cards set up in the narthex. There is a wide 

range of cards to fit every occasion and all proceeds go to the 

Christian Women’s Council to help support all their good 

works. You may leave cash or a check in the basket or in the 

Church Office. 

TAPESTRY OF LIGHT 

Joseph M. Martin, composer and arranger 

Sunday, December 22, 2013 at 8 & 10:30 a.m. 
 

 Come and worship with us as the music department pre-

sents a Christmas Cantata. The following are the program notes 

provided by the composer about the cantata. 

 The music of Christmas is a treasure for both the ear and 

the heart. Each winter it covers our lives with a hopeful blanket 

of sound and reminds us that even in the 

silence of winter, there is song. Each 

tradition offers its own rich vocabulary 

of holiday carols joining together faith 

and art into a glorious fabric of melody 

and truth. From angelic acclamations to 

delicate lullabies, the message of God‘s 

love leaps from the pages of our songbooks and finds a home in 

the tender places of our hearts. 

Tapestry of Light is a joining of traditional carols, primarily 

from the British Isles, with scripture reading and candle light-

ing. I was inspired by recent trips to Ireland, Scotland, Wales, 

and England to create a work that celebrates the rich heritage of 

seasonal song that is part of this great tradition. 

 Through the singing and listening of this work, may the 

grace that inspired these time-honored tunes surround and in-

spire you. As you light the candles and raise your voices, may 

the joy and peace of Christ fill you and shine through you. May 

the Father of all lights gather us all to His heart and weave us 

into a wonderful tapestry of Light. 
 

OTHER MUSICAL NEWS AND NOTES 

 If you are a musician and have not yet contacted Mr. Ger-

emy Zieroth about your desires to add music to worship, please 

contact him and do so. There is a contact form he would like to 

give you. 

 Are you a boy in grades 2-12? The annual Madison Area 

Boys Choir Festival will meet on Saturday, February 8, ending 

with a concert at 4:30pm. See Geremy for more information. 

There is a nominal fee to join. 

Geremy Zieroth, Cantor 



WINTER/SPRING  OPEN  ENROLLMENT   
 

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool has openings for the winter 

and this coming spring. Please call Connie Hendrickson at 635-

4825 for a tour for your family or someone you know who is 

looking for five star childcare. 

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool 
WMELS, Pre-K and NAEYC Accredited 

5 stars with Wisconsin‘s Young Star 

By Connie Hendrickson, Director 
 

―Lord, as You have promised.‖ Luke 2:29 
 

    More and more it seems Christmas is taking on different 

meanings for different people. Santa and words like ―Happy 

Holidays‖ are front and center wherever you and your children 

go, with the emphasis on ‗big gift giving‘. Some of this is al-

right if not overdone. Yet overdone can have a different mean-

ing for different people as well. After all, it was three Wise 

Men who brought some mighty fine gifts to a baby lying in a 

manger. But for far too many families Santa and wish lists are 

where their Christmas story begins and sadly, where their story 

ends. 

    Within our St. Peter‘s Child Care, preschool, Sunday 

school, midweek, and church services we are free to teach the 

real story. Jesus, the Savior of the world, was born. He grew 

from a baby into a man that gave His life for each of us so we 

could live with Him forever when we die. Our faith lets us cele-

brate Him and why He came. It is God‘s gift to each of us. And 

may I beg to differ, this is the greatest gift of all – for all! 
 

―Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;  

He is Christ the Lord.‖    Luke 2:11 
 

May you and yours have a very blessed and safe Christmas! 

From the staff of the St. Peter‘s Child Care & Preschool 

      Christmas decorations, trees and other 

items will be 50% off in December. The 

store will be closed December 24th and 

25th. 

      The store is located at 201 Cottage 

Grove Rd (just off Monona Dr).  The hours  

are Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Donations are  welcome  during  these  

hours.  The  phone  number  is:  223-1228. 

  Members of St. Peter‘s work on the first Friday (December 

6th) and the third Wednesday (December 18th) of each month. 

Please call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would 

like to become part of the House of Thrift team.     Thank you! 

12/1  George Plenty  

12/2 Ruby Schmidt   

12/2 Robert Stoltenberg 

12/3 David Tomlinson  

12/7 Vicki Stewart   

12/11 Cynthia Thurston  

12/14 Polly Woodward   

12/24  Bill Steffenhagen   

Scene from the Child Care Center‘s Fall Bake Sale. Thank you 

to all the buyers and folks who made donations. 



DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 
December 1      1st Sunday in Advent 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 

Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 21:1-11 
 

——————————————————————— 

December 4/5     Midweek in Advent 1 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Matthew 1:18-24 

Sermon: The Psalms of Advent: A Pilgrim People 

Text: Psalm 122 

Order: DSIII w/HC, p. 184 

Hymns: 332 - 334 (Tune: 442) - 350, 354 - 349 

Organist: Geremy Zieroth 

Choir: (8:00) SS Upper Grades 

——————————————————————— 

Sermon: A Star of Hope 

Order: Evening Prayer (Thu w/HC) 

Hymns: Carols by Request - LS9 - 342 - WOV725 - 331 

December 8      2nd Sunday in Advent 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7 

Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 

——————————————————————— 

December 11/12     Midweek in Advent 2 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Matthew 1:18-24 

Sermon: The Psalms of Advent: A Just King 

Text: Psalm 72:1-7 

Order: DSIII w/o HC, p. 184 

Hymns: 344 - 338 - 347 - 348 

Organist: Geremy Zieroth 
 

——————————————————————— 

Sermon: A Star of Unity 

Order: Evening Prayer  

Hymns: Carols by Request - LS9 - 343 - WOV725 - 346 

December 15      3rd Sunday in Advent 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 146 

James 5:7-11 

Matthew 11:2-15 

——————————————————————— 

December 18/19     Midweek in Advent 3 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Matthew 1:18-24 

Sermon: The Psalms of Advent: Hallelujah! 

Text: Psalm 146 

Order: DSIII w/HC, p. 184 

Hymns: 333 - 515 - 359, 362 - 375 

Organist: Geremy Zieroth 
 

——————————————————————— 

Sermon: A Star of Joy 

Order: Evening Prayer (Thu w/HC) 

Hymns: Carols by Request - LS9 - 356 - WOV725 - 352 

December 22      4th Sunday in Advent 
 

Isaiah 7:10-17 

Psalm 24 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

——————————————————————— 

December 24     Christmas Eve (10:00) 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-20 

Sermon: The Psalms of Advent: Lift Up Your Heads 

Text: Psalm 24 

Order: DSIII w/o HC, p. 184 

Hymns: 357 - 341 - 389 - 386 

Organist: Geremy Zieroth 

Choir: Adult Choir 

——————————————————————— 

Sermon: Peace on Earth 

Text: Luke 2:1-20 

Order: Candlelight Communion Service 

Hymns: 366 - 368 - 387 - 361 - 358 (st. 8-15) -  

                         370, 546, 364 - 363 

Organist: Geremy Zieroth 

Choir: Adult Choir, Handbells 

December 25      Christmas Day (9:00) 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 2 

Hebrews 1:1-12 

John 1:1-14 

——————————————————————— 

December 29     1st Sunday after Christmas 
 

Isaiah 63:7-14 

Psalm 111 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Matthew 2:13-23 

Sermon: Now the Dwelling of God is with Man 

Text: John 1:1-14 

Order: Service of Lessons and Carols 

Hymns: 379 - 380 - 393 - 384 - 389 - 388 - 374 - 387 

Organist: Geremy Zieroth 
 

——————————————————————— 

Sermon: TBA 

Text: Matthew 2:13-23 

Order: DSIII w/o HC, p.184 

Hymns: 379 - 370 - 377 - 367 

Organist: Geremy Zieroth 

December 31      New Year’s Eve (6:30) Service: Holy Communion 



 COUNCIL NOTES – November 12, 2013 
President Greg Frank called the November 12th, 2013 meeting 

of the St. Peter‘s Lutheran Church Council to order at 6:32 p.m.  

The opening devotion was given by Pastor Hendrickson from 1 

Thessalonians Chapter 5.  Paul ends his Epistle lesson saying, 

be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circum-

stances for this is God‘s will for you in Christ Jesus; even when 

we feel that we have no reason to be glad or rejoice we can be 

assured that God is still with us and at work in all things. 

 The agenda was presented.  Jennifer See made a motion to 

approve agenda, Brad Zimmermann seconded; motion carried. 

 The Secretary’s minutes were read. There was one correc-

tion concerning Pastor‘s report. Pastor Hendrickson gave his 

resignation as Circuit Counselor to the district not to the synod. 

Steve Paskey made a motion to approve the amended Secre-

tary‘s minutes, Jennifer See seconded and the motion carried. 

 The Financial Secretary’s Report was presented by Mary 

Witt. Total offerings for the month were $20,150.00.  Missions 

are ahead of budget but the general fund is approximately 

$10,000.00 below budget for the year so far. There were not 

any questions for Mary concerning the report. Jennifer See 

made a motion to approve the report, Brad Zimmermann sec-

onded and the motion carried. 

 The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Jennifer See.   

As of November 1, 2013 there is $8,409.77 available for ex-

penses. The organ loan balance is $30,112.70 with interest on 

the loan costing approximately $180.00 per month and the bal-

ance on the Vicarage is $42,491.07. Brad Zimmermann made a 

motion to approve, Keith Podoll seconded; motion carried. 

 The Board of Elder’s Report was presented. There was 

some discussion of decorating with poinsettias for the Christ-

mas season and that maybe some members would like to pur-

chase them. Mary Witt informed the council that Military Care 

is currently not sending out any packages because thankfully all 

service members are home. The Christian Women‘s Council 

will be meeting Sunday Nov.17th between services to discuss 

the Cookie Walk Dec. 7th, 2013, the pie sales and elections for 

next year will also be discussed. Lynnette Taylor informed the 

council that college care packages will probably be sent out for 

Valentine‘s Day. Deacon Schroeder reported that he was very 

appreciative of the sermons Pastor Hendrickson wrote during 

his current medical issues and Pastor Hendrickson and the 

Council are very appreciative that Deacon Schroeder could step 

up and fill in when needed. Music Director Geremy Zieroth 

reported that on Sunday December 22nd the choir will be per-

forming 35 to 40 minutes of Celtic music called, ―Tapestry of 

Light‖ at both services. Pastor Hendrickson has also been help-

ing Geremy line up musicians. Christmas letters will be sent out 

by  Elders in the near future. Lynnette Taylor made a motion to 

approve the report, Mary Witt seconded; motion carried. 

 The Board of Trustees Report presented by Keith Podoll. 

Keith reported that there have been some issues with the front 

door handicapped access. A repair man was called from Braun 

Elevator because they had installed the door opener, but the 

repairman did not fix it and a bill was sent for work on the ele-

vator that was not required. Lynnette Taylor has been trying to 

get this matter resolved with no success yet. The lights in the 

downstairs by the area that was the stage were blinking so Keith 

Podoll put in new ballast‘s. Keith is also working on the church 

humidifier. The Christmas trees were also discussed and it was 

decided that they should be up by Wednesday Dec 4th.  Ar-

rangements were made with Brad Zimmermann to get them on 

the Sunday before the decorating date so that workers can be 

recruited to help. Jennifer See made a 

motion to approve the report, Lynnette 

Taylor seconded and the motion carried, 

 The Board of Christian Education 

Report was presented by Brad 

Zimmermann. A search has begun for a 

substitute on-call teacher for the child 

care center when Amy Paskey leaves in January. Connie Hen-

drickson will replace Amy as assistant 4-K teacher. The Cen-

ter‘s fall bake sale raised $1200.00. This will pay the NAEYC 

dues of $300.00, staff CPR & first aid training, staff continuing 

education, staff Christmas bonuses and curriculum for the chil-

dren. Jordan Rittmeyer has tentatively accepted the Board of 

Education position to replace Lynnette Taylor in 2014 at the 

end of her term. The Sunday school is preparing their Christmas 

program. Practices for the younger children will be December 

14th and 21st, and the older children will have practice the 7th, 

14th and the 21st.  The younger children will have their program 

December 22, 2013 and the older children on Christmas Eve. 

The Sunday school children raised $893.00 for missions during 

their annual bike-a thon. There will not be midweek the week 

of Thanksgiving or January 1, 2014. The subject for Sunday 

Bible classes has yet to  be decided; the Tuesday Bible class at 

Marie Cook‘s is discussing the Books of 1 Peter and 2 Peter 

and the Friday morning class is still discussing the role of male 

and female. Mary Witt made a motion to approve the report, 

Stephen Saager seconded and the motion carried. 

 The Pastor’s Report-Pastor Hendrickson reported that he 

has lined up some families to talk with that reside in the Village 

of Arlington for his project to find out what people would like 

to see in Arlington and what they like about the area. He con-

tacted these people through the child care center but this project 

will take place after the busy Advent Season. Pastor Hendrick-

son reported that he is feeling better but they will continue to 

monitor his medications and periodically run tests. Mary Witt 

made a motion to approve the report, Brad Zimmermann sec-

onded and the motion carried. 

 Membership Changes-Keith Podoll made a motion to re-

ceive by adult confirmation Kristin Bitgood, Paul Nelson and 

his son Logan as a baptized member, Steve Paskey seconded 

the motion; all in favor. A motion was made by Steve Hustad to 

remove by transfer Albert & Lynn Porter to Hope Lutheran 

Church (LC-MS), Fond du Lac, WI; Jennifer See seconded; 

motion carried. 

 Old Business-Steve Hustad reported that nominating com-

mittee is a work in progress. Steve has approached a few people 

about the Elder positions and currently there is one member 

who has accepted. Tom Daugherty‘s resignation as Elder was 

submitted to the Council. Because of health issues Tom feels he 

is not able to fulfill his commitment. The Budget Committee 

has not yet met. 

 New Business-There was much discussion on the Endow-

ment Fund.  The Council is concerned about the investment of 

the funds and how they are being controlled.  Jennifer See re-

ported that these funds go beyond being used for Scholarships 

and they are not to be used for any budgetary short falls.  More 

discussion and updates will follow when everything is outlined 

in a report. 

 At 7:30 a motion was made by Keith Podoll to adjourn the 

meeting, Steve Paskey seconded and the motion carried.  The 

Lord‘s Prayer followed.       ~Elizabeth Hutchinson, Secretary 



 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 

CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: 
 

Balance on Oct 31, 2013 ....................................... $13,259.66 

Receipts for Nov (est)............................................  $13,326.80 

Expenses for Nov ................................................   ($15,043.78) 

                Shortage/Overage .................................. $ 11,542.68 
 

LOAN BALANCES:  

Organ - $30,112.70. The interest for this loan is costing us 

approximately $180 per month.  

Wilson House - $42,491.07.  

Elders 
 

Dec    1    8:00 a.m.  Steve Hustad & David Hutchinson  

        10:30 a.m.        Tom Crum & Mark Witt 

Dec    5  6:30 p.m.      Stephen Saager 

Dec    8  8:00 a.m.       Glenn Puntney 

        10:30 a.m.  Tyson Miller 

Dec   12  6:30 p.m.       Greg Latzig 

Dec   15    8:00 a.m.      Steve Hustad & Steve Paskey 

        10:30 a.m.  Tom Crum & Tyson Miller 

Dec   19 6:30 p.m.  Steve Paskey 

Dec   22  8:00 a.m.      David Hutchinson 

  9:30 a.m.  Glenn Puntney 

        10:30 a.m.  Stephen Saager 

Dec   24 6:30 p.m.  Mark Witt 

        10:00 p.m.  Stephen Saager & Glenn Puntney 

Dec  25 9:00 a.m.  Greg Latzig 

Dec  29 8:00 a.m.  David Hutchinson 

        10:30 a.m.  Tyson Miller 

Dec 31     6:30 p.m.  Steve Paskey 

Dec 1 &8 
 

Early          Late  
Larry Saager, Chr. Bruce Lambert, Chr.  

(635-7168)          (608-742-3709) 

Keith Podoll                              Roger Frank 

Bill & Justin Hageman              Steve Paskey  

Greg & Patrick Frank                Paul Nelson 

Alex Saager Brad & Hunter Zimmermann 

Kim & Brock Kriewaldt                

 

 

Dec 15, 22 & 29 
     

Eldon Gunderson, Chr. Dennis Hahn, Chr. 

(635-7168) (608-493-2243) 

Wayne Hanson                   Michael Post 

David Hutchinson      Jim Paske                                                      

Marvin Bystol                              Terry & Max Grinde     

Steve & Matt Hustad          Shayne Brasda             

Calvin, Nate & Austin Moll                      

Cameron Gramse                             

  DECEMBER 

 

December 
 

635-4825 
 

Wendy Gramse 

Connie Hendrickson 

ACOLYTES 
Dec  1      8:00 AM Chase Falstad & Josh Yamriska 

 10:30 AM NONE 

Dec  4   4:30 PM Logan Nelson & Christian Barnharst 

Dec  8   8:00 AM    Maddy Conklin & Olivia Wendt 

 10:30 AM  Dalton McLaughlin & Tanner Zimmermann 

Dec  11   4:30 PM Logan Nelson & Brandon Rowe 

Dec  15   8:00 AM   Anna Manke & Alyssa Mason 

 10:30 AM  Josh Yamriska & Jakob Zimmermann 

Dec  18   4:30 PM Caleb Reddeman & Justin Taylor 

Dec  22   8:00 AM Ashley Hagenow & Maddy Conklin 

 10:30 AM Brandon Rowe & Jason Tuschl 
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