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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re Not in Kansas Anymore

For centuries the Christian faith did not look upon Jesus as
a personal savior or a guru for self-fulfillment. From the earli-
est days of the Church (the Book of Acts) church leaders were
concerned with how to shape their whole
lives as a fellowship around Jesus Christ.

This thinking carried on over the centu-
ries into the settlement of these United
States. If you were building a town, the first
building to go up would be a church, and
then everything else would be built around
it. The church and the town were one.

At the heart of this mindset is a paradox
of our faith—the relation between church
fellowship and the individual within the church. We Christians
tend to answer paradoxes in the direction of mystery. Is God
three or one? Yes. Does God care about the salvation of the
individual or is salvation wrapped up within the Church’s life?
Yes.

But in our American culture, this tension between the indi-
vidual and the community has given way entirely to the individ-
ual. We have changed from a society of small towns and parish
churches to a society of cities and suburbs and geographical
mobility. Close-knit families have ceased to be important eco-
nomically, and local churches have become something folks
look for after they have found a job and a house somewhere.
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The world has changed, but the Church seems to have lost
touch with how to deal with this change. And more impor-
tantly, we have forgotten what dare never change. (And, no,
I’m not talking about reviving the tedious arguments about
form and substance.)

On the one hand, there are cries to return
to a simpler time, to organize congregational
life as though society were still in a past
age—the 1950s, for instance. The other op-
tion, and far more common, is to adapt Chris-
tianity to the prevailing social trends. But the
former turns the faith into a living history
museum. It is a denial of the Church being
“in the world but not of the world.” The lat-
ter surrenders the Christian faith itself. It is a denial that Chris-
tianity can even play a part in shaping social forms, concluding
that the social forms must shape the Church!

So what is to be done? It does no good to wring ones
hands over the fact that the Church is no longer the centerpiece
of social life that it once was. But clearly the megachurch
model, which has individualized the faith to an astonishingly
rapid degree, is also a dead end, as megachurches are beginning
to crumble or evolve themselves beyond the Christian faith in a
desperate attempt to remain “mega.”

But “relevant” is not about chasing the latest gimmicks to
“grow the church.” It’s about building something around the
Gospel and the Sacraments of Christ which has a clear signifi-



cance beyond a local congregation or the members of it indi-
vidually.

Neither isolation from culture nor accommodation to cul-
ture, but a life in Christ, individually and together at the same
time, tapping into the strengths and weaknesses of human na-
ture, living with the vast heritage of Christian tradition, yet with
an eye toward long-term social and economic contexts.

So what does such a congregational life look like? It may
not look like the all-in commitment of yesterday’s church, but it
will not be church-by-social-media either. In fact while the
appearance of church life in the 21st century may be jarring to
both the traditionalist and the hipster, it would likely not seem
so radical to an Augustine or a Martin Luther, both of whom
lived in times of tumultuous and cataclysmic social change.
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The Church Family
in Worship

I am so glad to be able to
share some thoughts with you,
my new church family! It has
been great getting to worship
with you. From the organ
bench, I can always hear people singing in worship, and I’m so
happy to be part of a church family that enjoys their music!

That brings to me to my next thought, one that others have
thought before me, and one that Rev. Tim Pauls of Boise, ID,
wrote down for his congregation. I want to share it with you.

Think, for a moment, of a holiday celebration, as several
generations gather in the living room or around a large dining
room table. All ages are represented, from the infant and the 2-
year-old to the great-grandfather in poor health. It’s a family
gathering and a time of joy.

Different people will act differently during the day, even as
they gather for the meal. From time to time the infant will
squeal, and the toddler will squirm. A teenager might lapse into
surly silence, and the elderly may false asleep and snore at an
inopportune time. The family adjusts on the fly throughout the
meal: if the squealing or squirming gets to be too much, the
youngster is removed from the table until calm is restored.
Grandparents nod knowingly, remembering their days of young
children and sympathizing with their children. If the elderly fall
asleep, the family bears with their weakness with understand-
ing. That’s how the family works: they bear with one another,
respect one another and make sure that everyone gets fed.

The congregation is the family of God, gathered in worship
to be fed. In His mercy and grace, the Lord provides forgive-
ness and life for all ages, for He has died for all people no mat-
ter their birthday. By His Word and Sacraments, He provides
grace and life for all in the Divine Service. Thus, a congrega-
tion will have Christians of all ages, from the very young to the
elderly; and during the service, different people will react in
different ways. Little ones will squirm and squeal, while those
advanced in years or poor health may drift to sleep. (We adults
in between tend to stay awake and at least appear to be atten-
tive. ©) These different behaviors can become distractions in
the service. However, the goal of the service is that everyone be
fed with the forgiveness of sins. Therefore, as the family of
God, we bear with one another, respect one another and make
sure that everyone gets fed.

For instance, children are going to squirm and make noise.
Sitting quietly in a pew is a learned discipline, not a natural
behavior; and it will take the first few years of life for a child to
fully adopt this. In the meantime, there will be some noise
along the way, and this will be a
distraction. If the children be-
come too rambunctious, the
parent will want to remove them
until calm is restored. This re-
moval should likely involve
consequences to teach the im-
portance of avoiding disruption.
In fact, a kindergarten teacher
once noted that, when a child
makes noise and is removed to
the nursery, the child is taught
that he gets to play with toys if
he misbehaves. While we do offer a nursery downstairs, it’s
much better to have little ones in worship, receiving grace by
the Word, learning the liturgy and the importance of Divine
Service.

Here’s the tricky part: when is a child too disruptive? The
answer will vary from person to person. A good measure is that
an occasional squeal or wiggle is expected; but persistent mis-
behavior should lead to the child’s removal (but bring him back
ASAP!). That is where it is especially important to bear with
one another, respect one another and make sure that everyone
gets fed.

It is here also that we give thanks for the Lord’s rich and
abundant grace. Some models of religion demand that you must
be attentive to every step of a service or ritual in order to reap
any benefits, but that is not how the Lord operates. Even when
parents must spend time educating and training their children,
there is still abundant forgiveness to be received. Long before
we had kids of our own, I remember a mom saying, “I’d hear
the Invocation at the beginning of the service, and it would re-
mind me that Jesus had made me His in Baptism. The next forty
minutes were a blur of keeping the children still, and I didn’t
hear a sermon for a long time. But after the sermon, I’d still
receive Jesus’ body and blood for forgiveness of sins, and I
knew I remained the Lord’s child.” (Having said this, I recog-
nize that it’s easy for me to speak of keeping children quiet in
the pew: I’ve been hiding out safe on the organ bench while my
amazing and wonderful bride does all the hard work.)

In Christ,
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TELL I'T
ON THE

MOUNTAIN

Where Jesus Christ
1s Lord.
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Vacation Bible School
August 5th-9th  9:00 to 11:30 am.
Age 4 years through Grade 6 are welcome.
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Sometimes we resist the light of
Christ. But when his light touches us,
we can then share it with others. Play
this fun game on a summer night to
remember how Christ’s light shines
in the world.

What you need:
* Friends
* Safe open space outdoors
* A flashlight for each player

How to play:

1. Choose one person to be
the Tagger, known as the
Light. Only that person
can have his or her
flashlight on.

2. The Light tries to shine his
or her flashlight on other
players, who run around
and try to hide in the
darkness.

3. Once players have been
touched by the Light, they
turn on their flashlights
and join in, trying to shine
on others.

4. Play until everyone has
been tagged by the Light.
Repeat, giving everyone a
turn to be the Light.

REFRESHING
% SLIMMER >
ACTIVITY

Try this activity with your Sunday school.
It's a fun way to give people more than
just a cold drink. i helps them leam about
the Bible and your church. x
What you need: *
+ Bottled water
« Tubs or ice chest filled with ice
+ Printed labels or cut pieces
of paper the same size as the
existing water-bottle label
+ Permanent markers (if you’re
not using preprinted labels)
Clear contact paper
+ Scissors
¢ Clear packing tape
+ Poster board
+ Adult supervision

What to do:

1.0n labels or pieces of paper,
write a verse about the living
water Jesus gives us (for exam-
ple, John 4:13-14; John 6:35;
Revelation 22:17). Also include
your church’s name and
contact information, as well
as an invitation to worship
or to an activity.

2.Either laminate the new labels
or cover them in clear contact
paper (to keep them from
getting soggy).

3.Tape the labels to the back
of the bottles.

4.Make a “FREE Water!” poster.

5.Find a park, local festival or
corner where people pass by
needing a cold drink. Be sure
to have adult supervision.

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool
WMELS, Pre-K and NAEYC Accredited
5 stars with Wisconsin’s Young Star
By Connie Hendrickson, Director

“The word is near you, it is in your mouth and in your heart...
If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved.” Roman’s 10: 8-9

Recently we had a children’s performer, The Rogue, do a
magic act for the children and families. In the mind of the very
young, seeing is believing and not seeing is cause for argument.
As much as our magician friend tried to play tricks on the kids
they kept coming back with challenges of their own, trying to
stump his antics. Lucky for him, he is very good at his trade!

Much is true when we try to show the children that Jesus is
Lord. Our ways sometime take on a kind of magic act to get
kids to believe without seeing. But next time you see one of
our kids playing on the parking lot or in class downstairs just
ask them, “Where is Jesus?” And I guarantee they will reply,
“He is in our hearts.”

FALL OPEN ENROLLMENT

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool has openings for the fall.
Please call Connie Hendrickson at 635-4825 for a tour for your
family or someone you know who is looking for five star
childcare.

8/5  Paul Woodward
8/9  Diane Johnson
8/10 Alice Hanson
8/11 Bruce Lambert
8/15 Mary Ann Frank
8/16 Cynthia Caldwell
8/16 Verna Mueller
8/17 Marvin Manke
8/17 Genevieve Moll
8/19 Richard Erstad
8/25 James Barnharst
8/26 Donald Thurston
8/29 Keith Podoll
8/30 Gary Johnson
8/31 Charles Hilgendorf

While taking photos of the earth,
the space shuttle Columbia made a
surprising discovery: Underneath the
harsh Sahara Desert were 26 lakes, as
well as miles of underground rivers.
That region’s inhabitants face tough
conditions because those abundant
resources haven’t yet been tapped.

Churches often suffer a similar problem. Congregations
can’t reach their full God-given potential unless people dis-
cover and use their gifts. When we tap into our talents, God
promises that we “will be like a well-watered garden, like a
spring whose waters never fail.” (Isaiah 58:11)

Spiritual Gifts surveys are still available on the narthex
counter. There is also a folder in which to return the survey
when it is completed. This is how we will be able to tap our
congregational resources.

Unearth You1: Taients




DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

August 1/4 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26

Sermon: Rebellion — Their Favorite Pastime
Text: Numbers 14
Order: (Thu) Holy Communion

gséalglslsilfx?s 311411 (Sun) DSIV, p. 203
Luke 12.13_2'1 Hymns: 797 - 732 - 611, 618 - 861
' Organist: Geremy Zieroth
Choir: (Sun) Vicki Gramse, Soloist
August 8/11 12th Sunday after Pentecost Sermon: Showdown at the Rock

Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm 33:12-22
Hebrews 11:1-16
Luke 12:22-40

Text: Numbers 20

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service
(Sun) Matins, p. 219

Hymns: 504 - 743 - 663 - 735

Organist: Geremy Zieroth

Choir: TBA

August 15/18 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremiah 23:16-29

Psalm 119:81-88
Hebrews 11:17-31, 12:1-5
Luke 12:49-53

Sermon: Lest We Forget

Text: Deuteronomy 8

Order: (Thu) Holy Communion
(Sun) DSIII, p. 184

Hymns: 729 - 694 - 622, 655 - 664

Organist: Geremy Zieroth

Choir: TBA

August 22/25

Isaiah 66:18-23
Psalm 50:1-15
Hebrews 12:4-29
Luke 13:22-30

14th Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: “O Captain, My Captain”

Text: Deuteronomy 34

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service
(Sun) Matins, p. 219

Hymns: 648 - 508 - 813 - 526

Organist: Geremy Zieroth

Choir: TBA

Aug 29/ Sept 1 15th Sunday after Pentecost Sermon: Why Work?

Proverbs 25:2-10 Text: Luke 14:1-14 .
Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service

Psalm 131

Hebrews 13:1-17 (Sun) DSIV, p. 203

Luke 14.1_1'4 Hymns: 851 - 857 - 846, 628 - 842

: Organist: Geremy Zieroth
Choir: TBA
: Fall and winter clothes will
House of /

start appearing on the racks in
August. The half-price sale will
/—_m:\ 5 be Friday, August 23rd and Sat-
E__ S NE urday, August 24th.
The store is located at 201

A
7% £ 17 .
\\\l\;\—%\. g 1/:" L ”\,E wr?ri/—-. ;
Cottage Grove Rd (just off

Monona Dr). The hours are Monday through Friday 10:00
a.m.-6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Dona-
tions are welcome during these hours. The phone number is:
223-1228.

Members of St. Peter’s work on the first Friday (August
2nd) and the third Wednesday (August 21st) of each month.
Please call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would
like to become part of the House of Thrift team.

Thank you!
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‘limagine you were pretty nervous
addressing an army of experts.”




COUNCIL NOTES — July 9, 2013

President Greg Frank called the July 9, 2013 meeting of the St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church Council to order at 6:32 p.m. Mem-
bers present were Greg Frank, Steve Hustad, David Hutchinson,
Tyson Miller, Steve Paskey, Keith Podoll, Glenn Puntney,
Stephen Saager, Sandra Sandstrom, Lynnette Taylor, Corinne
Tuschl, Mark Witt, Mary Witt, Elizabeth Hutchinson and Dea-
con Schroeder. Tom Daugherty, Greg Latzig, Michael Post,
Shannon Rohrbeck and Jennifer See were excused; Tom Crum
and Brad Zimmerman were absent.

St. Peter’s new Organist/ Music director Mr. Geremy
Zieroth was introduced to the Council and council members
proceeded to introduce themselves and their positions on the
Board. Welcome Geremy.

The opening devotion was given by Deacon Schroeder
from the Gospel of Luke and the parable of the Good Samari-
tan. Just like the Good Samaritan we always want to justify
ourselves and want to earn God’s favor but as Christians we
know that the only way to inherit eternal life is through Jesus
Christ.

The agenda was presented. One item was added to the
agenda under new business concerning the organ debt. Keith
Podoll made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition,
David Hutchinson seconded and the motion carried.

The Secretary’s minutes were read. Steve Hustad made a
motion to approve the minutes, Mary Witt seconded and the
motion carried.

The Financial Secretary’s Report was presented by Mary
Witt. It was noted that it is a typical summer with offerings
declining slightly. Total offerings for the month of June were
$34,912.04. Sandra Sandstrom made a motion to approve the
report, Steve Paskey seconded and the motion carried.

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Lynnette Tay-
lor. To cover insurance costs $750.00 will be transferred from
the general account to the spe-
cial purpose fund. The parson-
age/ church repair project debt
is now under $500.00. The

N/, ¥7 organ loan balance is
”‘%, < $35,766.72 which costs
‘ ~"%\f\ $176.00 per month in interest.

A motion was made by
Stephen Saager to approve the report, Mark Witt seconded and
the motion carried.

The Board of Elders Report was presented by Glenn
Puntney. The Military Care is sending out a package monthly.
The Christian Women’s Council is researching the cost of re-
covering the communion kneeling cushions. A thank you goes
out to Steve Paskey for constructing a cradle for the commun-
ion rail to sit in and Henry Schroeder for designing the plan.
Deacon Schroeder reported that it is good to have the new or-
ganist; which will make it easier to keep the services flowing.
Geremy Zieroth our new organist reported that he has been go-
ing thru the core music and spending time just seeing what all
the organ can do before the busy season begins with all the dif-
ferent music groups meeting. Corinne Tuschl made a motion to
approve the Elder’s report, Tyson Miller seconded and the mo-
tion carried.

The Board of Trustees Report was presented by Keith
Podoll. The parking lot project has been completed and it looks
great. There was some minor flooding in the church when the
sump pump kicked out but it has all been cleaned up and the

i

pump is operating. The wa-
ter softener in the vicarage
needed some maintenance so
Joe Prochot of Proshot Wa-
ter Conditioners did some
parts replacement and
cleanup. Two bids were
obtained by Keith Podoll on
the project to make a handi-
capped accessible section of
sidewalk. The bid from Mead Construction was considerably
lower and they will be in the area which also determines the
cost. A ten foot section of curb has to be removed so the Vil-
lage of Arlington will be consulted first. Corinne Tuschl Assis-
tant Financial Secretary informed the Council that there is
$1900.00 in the Pre-K fund designed for projects like this. A
motion was made by Mark Witt to proceed with the project,
Corinne Tuschl seconded and the motion carried. Glenn Punt-
ney made a motion to approve the Trustee’s report, David Hut-
chinson seconded and the motion carried.

The Board of Christian Education Report was presented
by Sandra Sandstrom. The children in the Child Care Center
have been enjoying the summer reading program. Enrollment
is still slightly down. The contract with the Poynette School
District has been signed for the coming school year. Thirteen
of the Center’s children will be in Vacation Bible School which
will be August 5™-9".  The Child Care Center also hopes to be
in the Arlington Festival Parade. Three of the High School
Youth went to Scranton, Pennsylvania along with Deacon
Schroeder for a Youth Rally. Bible Class is still being con-
ducted on Tuesdays, 1 o’clock at Marie Cook’s. A motion was
made by Keith Podoll to approve the Board of Christian Educa-
tion report, Mark Witt seconded and the motion carried.

The Pastor’s Report-Pastor Hendrickson supplied a writ-
ten report to the Council. Pastor Hendrickson began teaching a
class for Concordia in Madison on the Gospel of Luke. Pastor
and Geremy Zieroth have been having some meetings to dis-
cuss St. Peter’s and its music program. Pastor enjoyed remain-
ing in the chancel and not dashing up and down from the bal-
cony. Pastor Hendrickson postponed his attendance at the Dox-
ology Conference to 2014 because of his continued recupera-
tion from his surgery. Pastor Hendrickson has been studying
Synod material that concerns long range planning for Congre-
gations such as St. Peter’s. The adult class is nearly finished so
next month there should be some membership changes along
with the pleasure of adding the Zieroth Family. A motion was
made by Steve Hustad to approve the Pastor’s report, Sandra
Sandstrom seconded and the motion carried.

Membership Changes-There was not any to report.

Old Business-No old business to report.

New Business-The Quarterly Voter’s meeting will be held
Sunday July 21*, 2013between services at approximately
9:30a.m. Council President Greg Frank has had some discus-
sion with Pastor Hendrickson about reducing the organ debt and
urged Council Members to think about different options to pos-
sibly discuss at the Voter’s meeting.

At 7:17p.m. a motion was made by Mark Witt to adjourn
the meeting, Keith Podoll seconded and the motion carried.
The Lord’s Prayer followed.

~Elizabeth Hutchinson, Secretary



FINANCIAL REPORT 4
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: . ‘A {
j = S - —
Balance on June 30, 2013 ....oo.cc.oooooooorn $17,679.44 BN R
Receipts for July (€St.)...coovevrerieirieieieieieeeienen $11,725.00 A U G U S T
Expenses for JUly .....ccooeviverieiiinieiieeeeee ($15,172.95)
Shortage/OVerage ..........cooveveererrevennnnn. $ 14,231.49 Elders
LOAN BALANCES: Aug 1 6:30 p.m. Steve Paskey
Organ - $35,766.72. The interest for this loan is costing us Aug 4 8:00a.m. Glenn Puntney & Mark Witt
approximately $177 per month. 10:30 a.m. Tom Crum & David Hutchinson

Wilson House - $43,603.19. Aug 8

6:30 p.m. TBA

Repair Projects - $491. 00. Aug 11 8:00am.  Mark Witt
10:30 a.m. Tyson Miller
Aug 15 6:30 p.m. Stephen Saager
Aug 18 8:00 a.m. Steve Paskey & Steve Hustad
% 10:30 a.m. Tyson Miller & Tom Daugherty
Aug 22 6:30 p.m. TBA
Aug 25 8:00 a.m. Stephen Saager
10:30 a.m. Tom Crum
Aug 29 6:30 p.m. Glenn Puntney
August
Summer’s long days can remind us of our
Creator, who made the sun and wants N U S H E RS
us to live in his light.
Directions: First, write the opposite of each word in parentheses. Then use
the Word Bank V\‘/J(?rds, in order, to complgte 1 John 1:5-7, NIV. August 4&11
Early Late
T e - . . Mark Witt ,Chr. Tyson Miller, Chr.
|s in is at if in as is in with (635-4673) (635-8504)
Wade Senft Mark Schoeckert
George Schoeneberg Mitch Schoeckert
God : Mitchell Amundson Michael Hendrickson
(dark) (hen John Frank Matthew Hendrickson
there ness Jeff R0w§ Shannon Rohrbeck
es) (gt (none) Trevor Giese Stephen Saager
Trent Olson James & Matthew Saager
But we the .
(run) (dark) AllgllSt 18 & 25
the Philip Hanson, Chr Robert Caldwell, Chr.
(she) T (635-2244) (635-4225)
Randy Schuster Jerran Hanson
we have fellowship one another. ... David Caldwell James Dobratz
Mark Hirssig Bob Hagenow
5 Robert Rittmeyer Jim Mueller
1 John 1:5-7, v Buck & Ty Woodward Tait Halvorsen
Justin & Jacob Reddeman Al Stoltenberg
(AIN “2-61 uyo[ 1) Tom Daugherty
“ILpoue duo YHm diysmoray aaey am qySif oy ut st ay se JySi| a3 ur Tony Rittmeyer

SA[em om Jrang
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Oh! long happy days, when ’tis full of delight

To roam in the meadows from morning till night!

Oh! summer, sweet summer! glide slowly away,

For I love in your warmth and your fragrance to stay.
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— H.P. Nichols

August
635-4825

Cynthia Thurston
Connie Hendrickson
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