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ST. PETER’S NET
When Mortality Grabs Your Attention
As I write this article, I am preparing for surgery at Meriter
Hospital to remove a presumed cancerous tumor on my right
kidney, along with that kidney itself because it
cannot be saved due to the size of the tumor. I
am grateful beyond words for your prayers sent
off to the throne of mercy. And while assurances from my doctors, coupled with stories
from various folks about similar cancer surgeries and their successes, this experience still
deals with that word…”cancer.”
While the tumor is not so remarkably large
as to present a danger in itself, nor has it, as
best may be seen from the CT scan, metastasized, still this whole thing carries once again
enough of a risk for me to find myself pondering my mortality once again. It took several months after my
cardiomyopathy diagnosis a year ago last winter to get beyond
thinking about my heart every single day. Now I find myself
doing that again, except instead of my heart, it‟s this cancer.
I neither fear death nor do I refuse to live. Maybe it‟s the
Norwegian side of my temperament, but this impending surgery and the yet unknown follow-up do not loom before me as
some sort of heroic struggle. As the saying goes, “it is what it
is.” Yes, the question has occurred to me that, given a major
surgery and the possibility, however remote, that this is only
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the beginning of something drawn out, should I be spending
time writing this newsletter article. I have heard it attributed to
various figures, most often Martin Luther—when asked what
they would do if they knew they were going to die tomorrow,
they answered that they would plant a tree and
say their prayers. Although Herr Luther is supposed to have added that he would be quaffing
his favorite beer.
Maybe I have, at least metaphorically,
planted a few trees over the years, and certainly
I am saying my prayers (and happily joining
Brother Martin in that beer). In a book called
Enchiridion Leonis dated back to the 12th Century, there is that famous bedtime prayer for
children of all ages: “Now I lay me down to
sleep; I pray the Lord my soul to keep. If I
should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my
soul to take.”
I have prayed that prayer my whole life when going to bed.
It was one of the first prayers taught to me by my parents.
There was no hint of discomfort from them about teaching such
a prayer to children. It never occurred to them that anyone
would find such a prayer morbid. Yes, some revisions have
added the petition: “If I should live to other days I pray the lord
to guide my ways.” It‟s almost as if someone wanted the prayer
to end on a more upbeat note, to take the edge off any mention
of death. But what is death without its edge? The prayer with-

out that revision is already filled with hope for what may be on
the far side of this life.
So I have prayed that prayer for years. And you can be
sure that I will say that prayer one more time as the medical
team begins administering the anesthesia. “Now I lay me down
to sleep…”
No, this article is not a veiled farewell. By every desire of
my body and soul I intend to be planting apple trees and
preaching the Gospel for a long time to come. But, then, maybe
not. God knows. I don‟t.
In any event, when there is a mass of rogue cells in your
body aggressively attacking the good things your body is intended to do, it certainly has a way of concentrating the mind. I
never guessed that at this point in life I would be understanding,
as if for the first time, the words of St. Paul, “When I am weak,
then I am strong”?
So the entirety of my prayer as I head toward Meriter Hospital and surgery is “Your will be done.” No, not as a note of
resignation, it is the voice of a desire beyond expression.
“Father, into Your hands.” “Now I lay me down to sleep…”
To this end, I go to surgery and to whatever follows buoyed by
your prayers and well-wishes, and by that unspeakable peace of
our Lord, who with all His holy angels accompanies each one
of us on each step through time toward home.

Pastor Hendrickson
THINKING OF AN INVESTMENT? The scholarships supported by the St. Peter’s Endowment Fund not only
contribute to the recipients‟ education, but also to all the people those recipients will serve in the course of their careers!
Giving for the purpose of scholarships also offers members
personal satisfaction in knowing how their contribution is
used, and knowing you are participating in and helping grow
the future for many people.

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest
1 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest,
And make our hearts Your place of rest;
Come with Your grace and heav‟nly aid
And fill the hearts which You have made.
2 To You, the Counselor, we cry,
To You, the gift of God Most High;
The fount of life, the fire of love,
The soul‟s anointing from above.
3 In You, with graces sevenfold,
We God‟s almighty hand behold
While You with tongues of fire proclaim
To all the world His holy name.
4 Your light to ev‟ry thought impart,
And shed Your love in ev‟ry heart;
The weakness of our mortal state
With deathless might invigorate.
5 Drive far away our wily foe,
And Your abiding peace bestow;
With You as our protecting guide,
No evil can with us abide.
6 Teach us to know the Father, Son,
And You, from both, as Three in One
That we Your name may ever bless
And in our lives the truth confess.
7 Praise we the Father and Son,
And Holy Spirit, with them One,
And may the Son on us bestow
The gifts that from the Spirit flow!
The author of this important Latin hymn is most likely Rhabanus
Maurus. Born in Mainz, Germany, in 776 A.D., Rhabanus became archbishop of Mainz from 847 until his death in 856. The
hymn has been used for centuries when the invocation of the Holy
Spirit was appropriate, certainly on Pentecost, and often at ordinations of clergy. Luther included a German translation in his 1524
hymnal, Komm, Gott Schöpfer, heiliger Geist. The first English
translation is dated from 1549, making this ancient hymn a vital
hymn to be sung by congregations across the Reformation divide.
The tune for this hymn text is the tune that has been associated
with this hymn since it came into existence.

5/3
5/3
5/3
5/4
5/4
5/24
5/29
5/31

Lois Abel
David Qualle
Herb Schultz
Jerran Hanson
Jacquie Penshorn
Brita Schoeneberg
Jane Tomlinson
William Dobratz

Patriotic and flag decorations are
displayed for sale during May and
June for Memorial Day, Flag Day and
4th of July.
The store is located at 201 Cottage Grove Rd (just off Monona Dr).
The hours are Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Donations are welcome during these hours. The phone number
is: 223-1228.
Members of St. Peter‟s work on the first Friday (May 3rd)
and the third Wednesday (May 15th) of each month. Please
call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would like to
become part of the House of Thrift team.
Thank you!

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool
WMELS, Pre-K and NAEYC Accredited
By Connie Hendrickson, Director
The Fourth Commandment:
Honor your father and your mother.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we
do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but
honor them, serve and obey them,
love and cherish them.
A Mother’s Day Poem
Written by the children of
St. Peter’s Preschool
God gives Moms the smarts to know
just how to take care of us from head to toe.
God gives Moms that extra grace,
which helps her keep her daily pace.
God hears a Mom‟s prayer and her pleas,
to give her the strength she truly needs.
God has a special spot in His heart,
for Moms who give their kids a good start.
God loves Moms and so do we,
enough love for the whole family.
God says to honor our moms, serve and obey.
Just as they do in return, in that „special Mommy way‟.
From the children and staff of our
St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool,
Have a Very Blessed Mother’s Day!

ANNUAL YOUTH & FAMILY DAY

Friday, June 14th
Adults & Children: $26
(2 yrs and under are free)
(reg. $38.99+tax, and no lunch)

It‟s that time of year again when our South Wisconsin District sponsors an all day event at Noah’s Ark Water Park in
the Dells. New in 2013...Surfing Safari plus all the other
family activites & rides. Your price includes a one-day
unlimited use pass and an all-you-can-eat lunch buffet. This
is a great savings over the regular admission price. Order
passes by June 5th online at <swd.lcms.org/registration> or
check in the Church Office for an order form.

OPEN ENROLLMENT . St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool has openings for the summer and also for next fall.
Please call Connie Hendrickson at 635-4825 for a tour for your
family or someone you know who is looking for five star
childcare.

DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF MAY
May 2/5

6th Sunday of Easter

Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27
John 16:23-33

May 9/12

The Ascension of our Lord

Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

May 16/19

Sermon: TBA
Text: Luke 24:44-53
Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service
(Sun) DSI w/o HC, p. 151
Hymns: 493 - 491 - 537 - 492
Organist: Nina Schroeder
Choir: TBA

The Day of Pentecost

Sermon: Of Peace and Fear
Text: John 14:23-31
Order: (Thu) Holy Communion
(Sun) DSI, p. 151
Hymns: 498 - 497 - 501, 503 - 650
Organist: TBA
Choir: (8:00) All Sunday School Grades

The Holy Trinity

Sermon: I AM
Text: John 8:48-59
Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service
(Sun) DSIII w/o HC, p. 184
Hymns: 507 - 940 - 717 - 506
Organist: TBA
Choir: TBA

Genesis 11:1-9
Psalm 143
Acts 2:1-21
John 14:23-31

May 23/26

Sermon: Rev. Brian Rohde
Text: John 16:23-33
Order: (Thu) Holy Communion
(Sun) DSI, p. 151 (Rite of Confirmation, 10:30)
Hymns: 477 - 595 - 604 - 722, 467, 861 - 801
Organist: Nina Schroeder
Choir: TBA

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Acts 2:14, 22-36
John 8:48-59

Christian
Women’s Council
Updates:
PLANT SALE: May 2, 3, & 4.
Takes place at 415 Main St.,
Arlington. Come start your
gardens here!
NEXT MEETING: May 19, 2013
9:30 a.m. between services,
in the chapel. Agenda items to
include Plant Sale wrap up
and planning for fall activities
such as the Community
Picnic, Personal Care
Kit drive and changes for the
Cookie Walk.

COUNCIL NOTES – March 19, 2013
The opening devotion was given by Pastor Hendrickson
from 1 Peter Chapter 3. As Peter tells us it is better to do good
and suffer than to do evil for this is God‟s will. The actions in
our lives can influence others for good or for bad.
The agenda was presented. One item was added to the
agenda under the Trustees report concerning the church parking
lot. Mark Witt made a motion to approve the agenda with the
addition, Brad Zimmerman seconded and the motion carried.
The Secretary’s minutes were read. Tom Crum made a
motion to approve the minutes, Jennifer See seconded and the
motion carried.
The Financial Secretary’s Report was presented by Mary
Witt. The offering comparison chart for 2012-2013 showed
that March was a good month. The General fund offerings totaled $24,148.00 and the Special purpose fund offerings totaled
$10,193.00. Shannon Rohrbeck made a motion to approve the
report, David Hutchinson seconded and the motion carried.
The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Jennifer See.
As of April 1, 2013 there is $13,661.08 available for expenses.
Total donations for expenses were still good considering the
first quarter of this year had only 8 Sundays compared to last
year when there were 9 Sundays. Mary Witt made a motion to
approve the Treasurer‟s report, Keith Podoll seconded and the
motion carried.
The Board of Elders Report was presented. Glenn Puntney will be the Head Elder for the next 2 years. Four scholarship applications were turned into the church office. The Endowment committee will meet on April 23, 2013 to review the
applications. Military Care will be getting a package off to
John Pickle‟s nephew who is serving in Afghanistan when
Mary Witt receives the information needed. The Christian
Women‟s Council will be having their annual plant sale May
2nd thru the 4th. A notice will be put in the bulletin. There was
nothing to report concerning the Spiritual Gifts Survey. The
Elders will be receiving their updated lists of church families.
Brad Zimmerman made a motion to approve the report, Lynnette Taylor seconded, motion carried.
The Board of Trustees Report was presented by Keith
Podoll. Last year Doering Lawn Service took care of the fertilizing and weed control on all the Church properties. This lawn
service would do four treatments for $440.00. Brad Zimmerman made a motion to have Doering continue to provide these
services, Jennifer See seconded and the motion carried. Jeff
Anderson agreed to continue to do the mowing although there
might be some weeks he will not be available; fortunately other
congregation members have volunteered their services. Repair
work was done on the humidifier at the vicarage by Greg Schill.
The repairs cost $111.00 and Mr. Schill explained that it did not
need to be replaced. Keith Podoll spoke with Scott Construction about the church parking lot. There are a few options but
Keith will get bids from Scott Construction and a few other
companies. The bushes in front of the church were discussed.
Greg Latzig will look into the cost of some new bushes. After
some discussion it was decided that more stone was also
needed. Steve Hustad made a motion to accept the report, Tyson Miller seconded and the motion carried.
The Board of Christian Education Report was presented
by Brad Zimmerman. Enrollment in the Child Care Center
remains steady. Summer enrollment is not yet determined. The
Pre-K program continues to be a good outreach program for the
community and St. Peter‟s. An example of this is the Easter

Egg Hunt provided by
the High School Youth
where seven families
from the day care and
Pre-K program participated. The last day of
the Pre-K program for
this school year is June
6th with the year-end
picnic being held in
Arlington Fireman‟s
Park on June 7th with all the sessions joining together. A recent
State inspection at the Center went very well. The Sunday
school is winding down. All the children will be singing May
19th which is the last day of Sunday school for this school year.
Mid-Week is also drawing to a close. On the 28 th of April the
8th grade confirmands will be speaking at the church services
and on May 5th at the 10:30 service the rite of confirmation will
take place. The midweek students will be having their roadside
cleanup weather permitting. The High School youth are planning a trip to a retreat in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Deacon
Schroeder will have more details forth coming. The Bible
Bowl was recently attended and Emily Taylor and Dalton
McLaughlin placed 5th. Steve Paskey made a motion to accept
the report, Jennifer See seconded, motion carried.
The Pastor’s Report—Pastor Hendrickson reported that
Easter went well with good attendance and many guests present. A special thank you to all the musicians and to Nina
Schroeder for doing a lovely job on the organ and making it
possible for Pastor to concentrate on other aspects of the service. The week off following Easter was a good break for Pastor Hendrickson. The week end of April 21, 2013 a gentleman
from St. Louis who is interested in the positions of organist and
music director will be present to check out the organ and other
aspects of the position. There are also a few more individuals
that have shown interest in the position. The process will take a
little time but there definitely are possibilities. Next month
Pastor Hendrickson will have the first phase of the Doxology
retreat in Springfield IL., the second phase will include Connie
Hendrickson in August. A motion was made by Mary Witt to
approve the Pastor‟s report, Stephen Saager seconded and the
motion carried.
Membership Changes-None to report.
Old Business-Everything is on schedule for the sanctuary
floor. Keith Podoll has contacted a gentleman that has a machine to take up all the tiles on the side aisles; this will take
place either May 2nd or 3rd. More information will be put in the
bulletin because volunteers will be needed on May 5, 2013 at 1
o‟clock pm.
New Business-The Quarterly Voter‟s meeting will be April
28, 2013 at 9:30 between the church services. All reports
should be into Lynnette Taylor by April 25 th.
At 7:20 pm the meeting was adjourned and the Lord‟s
Prayer followed.
~Elizabeth Hutchinson, Secretary

FINANCIAL REPORT
CURRENT EXPENSE FUND:
Balance on Mar 31, 2013 ...................................... $13,661.08
Receipts for Apr (est) ............................................ $12,462.16
Expenses for Apr ................................................. ($16,965.50)
Shortage/Overage .................................... $ 9,337.74
LOAN BALANCES:
Organ - $37,779.90. The interest for this loan is costing us
approximately $191 per month.
Wilson House - $44,447.05. The interest for this loan is costing us approximately $224 per month
Repair Projects - $2,076. 00.

Elders
May 2
May 5
May 9
May 12
May 16
May 19
May 23
May 26
May 30

6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Greg Latzig
Steve Hustad & Mark Witt
Tyson Miller & Glenn Puntney
Stephen Saager
Mark Witt
Tom Crum
Greg Latzig
David Hutchinson & Tom Daugherty
Glenn Puntney & Tom Crum
Tom Daugherty
Steve Paskey
Stephen Saager
Tom Daugherty

MAY
May 5 & 12
Early

Late

Mark Witt ,Chr.
(635-4673)
Wade Senft
George Schoeneberg
Mitchell Amundson
John Frank
Jeff Rowe
Trevor Giese
Trent Olson

Tyson Miller, Chr.
(635-8504)
Mark Schoeckert
Mitch Schoeckert
Michael Hendrickson
Matthew Hendrickson
Shannon Rohrbeck
Stephen Saager
James & Matthew Saager

May 19 & 26
Philip Hanson, Chr
(635-2244)
Randy Schuster
David Caldwell
Mark Hirssig
Robert Rittmeyer
Buck & Ty Woodward
Justin & Jacob Reddeman
Tom Daugherty
Tony Rittmeyer

Robert Caldwell, Chr.
(635-4225)
Jerran Hanson
James Dobratz
Bob Hagenow
Jim Mueller
Tait Halvorsen
Al Stoltenberg

Acolytes

May
635-4825
Jane Tomlinson
Connie Hendrickson

May 5th

8:00 AM Chase Falstad
10:30 AM Anna Manke & Ashley Hagenow

May 12th 8:00 AM Noah Campbell & Haydin Campbell
10:30 AM Wesley Sandstrom & Chase Falstad
May 19th 8:00 AM

Volunteers

15

8

The Ascension
of our Lord

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
CWC Plant Sale
6:30 PM HC Service

THURSDAY

9

2

1:00 PM Bible Class

Church
Office &
Day Care
Closed

8:00 AM Divine Service
10:30 AM Divine Service

Phone: 608-635-4825
E-mail: stpeterluth@gmail.com

Fax: 608-635-2753
www.stpetersarlington.org

29

22

10:00 AM Thrift Store

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

28

1:00 PM Bible Class

21

Bible Class
Bd of Ed
Council
Elders

27

20

1:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM

26

The Holy Trinity

8:00 AM HC Service
8:00 AM All SS Sings
9:15 AM Close of SS
10:30 AM HC Service

Day of Pentecost 19

8:00 AM Divine Service
9:15 AM SS/Bible Class
10:30 AM Divine Service

14

6:30 PM Contemporary
Service

30

6:30 PM Contemporary
Service

23

6:30 PM HC Service

16

Mother’s Day

Easter 7

Rite of Confirmation

13

1:00 PM Bible Class

7

4:00 PM Midweek
(8th only)

St. Philip & 1
St. James, Apostles

WEDNESDAY

12

6

TUESDAY

6:30 PM Contemporary
Service

5

MONDAY

8:00 AM HC Service
9:15 AM SS/Bible Class
10:30 AM HC Service

Easter 6

SUNDAY

CALENDAR FOR MAY 2013
3

The Visitation 31

6:30 AM Men‟s
Bible Class

24

6:30 AM Men‟s
Bible Class

17

6:30 AM Men‟s
Bible Class

10

6:30 AM Men‟s
Bible Class
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
CWC Plant Sale
10:00 AM ThriftStore

FRIDAY

4

25

11:30 AM Private
Confession

18

11

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
CWC Plant Sale

11:30 AM Private
Confession

SATURDAY

