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Minding Our Business 
 

 When it comes to the mission of the Church, it is a good 

thing if we remember the difference between the work which 

only God can do, and the work which He has given us to do!  

Each of the four Gospels have their own Great Commission.  

And yet there are not four great commissions, but only 

one recorded from four vantage points.   

 We often think of St. Matthew when we say Great 

Commission.  “Go, therefore, and disciple all nations 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20)  Baptiz-

ing and teaching is the work Jesus gave us to do. 

 St. Mark is very similar: “Go into all the world and 

preach the Good News to all creation.  Whoever be-

lieves and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:15-16)  Here Je-

sus tells us to “preach” (also “teach”) and to “baptize.”  

 St. Luke, in both his Gospel and the book of Acts, has a 

different facet.  “You shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” (Luke 24:48, Acts 

1:8)  Jesus commissioned eye witnesses (or since then, faith 

witnesses) to His death and resurrection for all people. 

 Last of all St. John records Jesus’ Great Commission with 

yet another perspective: “As the Father has sent Me, I am send-

ing you...whose sins you forgive they are forgiven; whose sins 

you retain, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)  It is the good news 

of forgiveness in Christ. 

 Now, did you notice that in these four Gospels nowhere 

does Jesus command us to save the world.  Nowhere does He 

charge us to save souls.  Nowhere does He say that we are to 

create faith.  All of this is His work.  God saves the world and 

human souls through Christ.  God creates faith through the Gos-

pel of Christ when and where it pleases Him. 

        How often through history (and still today) does the 

Church expend time and energy and resources trying to 

do what only God can do?  Taking all four Gospels as 

one, our work is baptizing, preaching, teaching, forgiv-

ing, and pointing to the crucified and risen Christ by all 

that we say and do.  Now, what sort of faith grows up 

from baptism, that is God’s business.  What sort of faith 

emerges from preaching and teaching the Gospel is also 

God’s business.  Whether the grace of forgiveness is 

welcomed or abused, that too is God’s business.  And whether 

our words and actions concerning faith in Christ move others to 

faith or not, well, that too is God’s business.  Our calling is to 

confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord, and to live a life worthy 

of the Gospel (baptizing, preaching, teaching forgiving). 

 Look at the fields around Arlington.  Yes, the farmers do 

their work, but whether the harvest is great or small or some-

where in-between depends on God.  Heaven’s harvest is also 

God’s work.  He will see to it.  What calls on us to do is to see 

to the work He has given us. 
 

    Pastor Hendrickson 



 I like to teach about what Holy Bap-

tism has to do with prayer, because some-

times people did not know or didn’t real-

ize how closely these things are con-

nected.  I like to use the analogy that it’s 

hard to have an audience with the Presi-

dent of the United States.  If you, me, or 

any other “regular” person tries to call the 

President of the United States on the phone, there’s almost zero 

chance of the President actually picking up the phone.  Obvi-

ously, he’s a busy guy, and we are not important people. 

 Now the Lord God is much more powerful and important 

than the President of the United States, so if we can’t get our 

president’s attention, how much more difficult should it be for 

us to get a message through to God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of Heaven and Earth? 

      Let’s go back to that 

idea of the President of the 

United States, but let’s look 

at that famous picture of 

President Kennedy in the 

Oval Office with his son 

peeking through the Reso-

lute Desk.  This image illus-

trates probably the best and 

easiest way to gain access to 

the President and get his 

attention no matter what: be 

his son. 

      What does Dr. Luther 

say in the Small Catechism 

about prayer?  Let’s look at 

the beginning of the Lord’s 

Prayer: 

 Our Father who art in heaven. 

 What does this mean?  — Answer: 

 God would thereby [with this little introduction] tenderly 

urge us to believe that He is our true Father, and that we 

are His true children, so that we may ask Him confidently 

with all assurance, as dear children ask their dear father. 

 And it’s not just that God adopts us through the process of 

Holy Baptism; look at another specific aspect of it: God gives 

us His Name.  I was not born into the Schroeder family, but 

when my adoption was finalized a few weeks after I was born, I 

was given my new family name.  As such, I do not call him Mr. 

Schroeder, but I call him Dad or Father.  If you are the son of 

the president, you do not refer to him as Mr. President, but as 

father, because you have his name. 

 God gave us the gift of prayer, a direct and open line of 

communication with him, and we have this because He gave us 

His name, and He gave us His name when He adopted us 

through His gift of Holy Baptism. 

 I cited the Catechism but not any specific Scripture pas-

sages.  What are some of your favorite Bible passages that deal 

with prayer? 

 On an unrelated note, Alison and I are expecting our third 

child,  boy, in February. 

 

   In Christ,  

   Deacon Schroeder 

Parents and College Students: 

Please let us know what  your col-

lege address is going to be so that we 

can keep in touch through the com-

ing year!  Just email the Church Of-

fice:  

stpeterluth@gmail.com 

“October’s Party” 
 

 October gave a party; 

 The leaves by hundreds came— 

 The Chestnuts, Oaks and Maples, 

 And leaves of every name. 

 The sunshine spread a carpet,  

 And everything was grand, 

 Miss Weather led the dancing, 

 Professor Wind the band. 

—George Cooper 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS REMINDER 
 

I want  to remind everyone of the Spiritual Gifts survey we 

are conducting for our church.  You should have received it in 

the church monthly bulletin.  If not you can find  copies in yel-

low in the rear of the church.  Please return them by dropping 

them in the collection plates or at the church office. 

The survey has existed in St. Peters for about ten years. In 

the past we had a 32 page document. There were 21 pages of 

guidance and 12 pages of 

survey. You will appreci-

ate the use of a one page 

document.  The results 

are entered into our 

church office computer 

and provide church ad-

ministration a very useful 

tool to put members in 

contact with other mem-

bers and provide re-

sources to facilitate the various functions in St. Peters.  The 

print is small. So I ask you to take your time in reading this 

survey. 

In conclusion: every Service after the offertory we pray:  

“Gracious Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 

have given us: ourselves, our time and our possessions.”   The 

past few months in considering the spiritual gifts ministry I 

have come to the simple conclusion that Time is by far the gift 

most needed by our church and the greatest challenge for most 

members to give. 

 Thank you for this opportunity to build on the spiritual 

gifts ministry in our church. 

Greg Latzig, Elder 



St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool 
WMELS, Pre-K and NAEYC Accredited 

By Connie Hendrickson, Director 
                       

 Mmmm! Something smells good…… 
 

Please come and join us  

at our St. Peter’s Child Care’s 

Annual Fall Bake Sale – Fund Raiser! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY: Sunday, October 14th 

WHERE: St. Peter’s narthex 

SALE TIMES: Before, between and after church  

Proceeds will go toward  

floor waxing, children’s curriculum,  

Center professional membership fees,  

teacher conferences and continuing education,  

just to name a few. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

     Halloween decorations and cos-

tumes will be on sale during the moth 

of October. The next half-price sale for 

almost everything in the store will be 

October 26 & 27th. There is a good 

selection of Christmas decorations and 

holiday clothing.  

 The store is located at 201 Cottage Grove Rd (just off 

Monona Dr).  The hours  are Monday through Friday 10:00 

a.m.-6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Dona-

tions are welcome during these hours.  The phone number is: 

223-1228. 

 Members of St. Peter’s work on the first Friday (October 

5th) and the third Wednesday (October 17th) of each month. 

Please call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would 

like to become part of the House of Thrift team.                  
 

      Thank you! 

 

 

HOUSE OF  
 

THRIFT 
The seventh and eighth grader Midweek students enjoy a treat 

after cleaning up their section of Hwy 51 on a beautiful Sep-

tember afternoon. 

Next Christian Women’s Council 

meeting date has been set for Sun-

day, October 28th, 9:30 a.m. in the 

Chapel.  Plan to come and share fel-

lowship as well as ideas with your 

friends and neighbors. We will be 

finalizing details for the Annual Har-

vest Cookie Walk & Pie Sale to be 

held Saturday, November 17th. 



October 4/7       19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Genesis 2:18-25 

Psalm 128 

Hebrews 2:1-12 

Mark 10:2-16 

Sermon: It’s A Discipleship Thing 

Text: Mark 10:2-16 

Order: (Thu) Holy Communion 

           (Sun) DSI, p. 151 

Hymns:  863 - 835 - 554, 637 - 830 

Organist: Terry Peterson 

Choir: (8:00) Sunday School, Upper Grades 

October 11/14       20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

Psalm 90:12-17 

Hebrews 3:12-19 

Mark 10:17-22 

Sermon: Food for the Poor 

               Rev. Roy A. Maack 

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service 

           (Sun) DSIII w/o HC, p. 184 

Hymns: 827 - 848 - 788 - 832 

Organist: Charles Stark 

Choir: (8:00) Sunday School, Lower Grades 

October 18/21       21st Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 

Psalm 119:9-16 

Hebrews 4:1-13 

Mark 10:23-31 

Sermon: Money, Money, Money 

Text: Mark 10:23-31 

Order: (Thu) Holy Communion 

           (Sun) DSI, p. 151 

Hymns: 839 - 743 - 618, 527 - 837 

Organist: Charles Stark 

Choir: (Sun) TBA 

October 25/28       Festival of the Reformation 
 

Revelation 14:6-7 

Psalm 46 

Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36 

Sermon: God, the Lord, Is Sun and Shield 

Text: John 8:31-36 

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service 

           (Sun) Festival Service 

Hymns: 566 - 947 - 656 - 645 - 655 - 790 

Organist: TBA 

Choir:  (Sun) Adult Choir & Chamber Orchestra 

  

Each year the Sunday School children are  
encouraged to attend and participate in the  

Mission Bike-a-thon. They are encouraged to 
gather pledges for riding their bicycles, tricycles, 
or whatever they are comfortable with, around 

the Church block (about 0.4 mile). We have set a 
maximum of 50 laps for the two hour period that 

we ride. The kids can get a pledge per lap  
(ex: $0.25 per lap for 4 laps = a $1.00 pledge)  

or a single donation for riding which they would 
then collect after they know how many laps they 

made. We start as a group at 1:00 p.m.  
on Sunday, October 14, 2012 and ride at our 

own pace around the Church block until  
3:00 p.m. There will be drinks and refreshments 
available to fuel the kids throughout their ride. If 
you have any other questions please feel free to 

talk to your child’s Sunday School teacher  
or call the Church Office at 635-4825. 

 

DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 



 COUNCIL NOTES – September 11, 2012 
 The September 11th, 2012 St. Peters Church Council was 

called to order by President William Steffenhagen at 6:30 p.m.  

Members present were Tom Crum, Greg Frank, Steve Hustad, 

Mark Manke, Marv Manke, Verna Mueller, Keith Podoll, Shan-

non Rohrbeck, Sandra Sandstrom, Jennifer See, Bill Steffenha-

gen, Lynnette Taylor, Mary Witt, Brad Zimmerman, Elizabeth 

Hutchinson and Deacon Schroeder.  Tom Daugherty, Michael 

Post, Glenn Puntney, Greg Latzig and Stephen Saager were 

excused. 

 The opening devotion was given by Deacon Schroeder 

referring to the “Pastoral Care Companion” which has prayers 

for almost any situation when words can be hard to come by.  

Today being the anniversary of 9/11 Deacon Schroeder recited 

a prayer for Times of Catastrophe.  Deacon Schroeder then 

closed with Psalm 46: A Mighty Fortress Is our God. 

 The Agenda was presented.  Marv Manke moved to accept 

the agenda, Tom Crum seconded and the motion carried. 

   The Secretary’s minutes were read.  Jennifer See made a 

motion to accept the minutes, Steve Hustad seconded and the 

motion carried. 

   The Financial Secretary’s report was given by Mary 

Witt.  Once again donations are exceeding previous years.  To-

tal offerings for the month of August were $20,183.00.  Keith 

Podoll made a motion to accept the report, Greg Frank sec-

onded and the motion carried.   

 The Treasurer’s report was given by Jennifer See.  Jenni-

fer reported that we are still in good standing; the Selective In-

surance was paid September 1st and the elevator repair bill for 

$853.80 is an upcoming September expense.  Greg Frank made 

a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, Brad Zimmerman sec-

onded and the motion carried. 

 The Board of Elders report was presented by Greg Frank.  

There was nothing to update on the ushers committees, Altar 

Guild or the Endowment Fund.  The Military Care did not have 

any packages to send out this month.  The Christian Women’s 

Council had a meeting September 9th between services.  They 

are helping to host the picnic in the park Wednesday September 

19th from 5 o’clock to 7 o’clock.  Shannon Rohrbeck and Keith 

Podoll offered to help Bill Steffenhagen move seven of the 

white tables from the church to the park before the picnic. The 

cookie walk has been scheduled for Saturday November 17th. In 

regards to communications the elders plan to meet with the Pas-

tor to get a Christmas letter out around Thanksgiving that will 

include a schedule of all the services. The Spiritual gifts survey 

has been sent out in the September newsletter.  There will be a 

box placed in the narthex of the church where members can 

return them or deposit them in the offering plates. Mary Witt 

made a motion to accept the Board of Elders report, Brad Zim-

merman seconded and the motion carried. 

 The Board of Trustees report was presented by Keith 

Podoll.  There have been miscellaneous projects completed.  

The lilac bush has been trimmed and light bulbs replaced.  At 

the end of the month Keith Podoll will start up the boilers to 

make sure everything is in working order. The State will do an 

inspection this year.  An inspection takes place every three 

years. The treads on the steps need to be repaired on the lower 

level along with the walls in the basement area. Verna Mueller 

made a motion to accept the Trustees report, Lynnette Taylor 

seconded and the motion carried. 

 The Board of Education report was presented by Brad 

Zimmerman. Current enrollment in the daycare is 33 which 

includes full time, part 

time and before and after 

school  children. The Four 

Year old Kindergarten is 

off to a great start. On 

August 30th an open house 

was held for the families 

of the Pre-K program.  

There are 20 students enrolled in the program.  A special thank 

you goes out to Steve Paskey for the table and two  reading 

cubbies he built. Sunday school is also off to a successful start. 

Midweek begins on September 12th. In the Bible classes the 

women finished studying Isaiah and will move on to Mormon-

ism, the men are studying world religion and the Sunday group 

has begun a study of William Backus' book Telling Yourself 

The Truth. Marv Manke made a motion to accept the report, 

Mary Witt seconded and the motion carried. 

 Membership Changes- None to report. 

 The Pastor’s Report- Pastor Hendrickson was unable to 

attend the meeting because students in his class were unable to 

switch the evening of the class.  Pastor Hendrickson had a hand 

out available for his report. Sunday school had a rally day filled 

with much enthusiasm. There are new teachers that include 

High School students.  The choirs, both hand bell and vocal had 

good rehearsals but there is always room for more members. An 

organist has been lined up for a few months until a replacement 

can be found for David Hoffelt.  His name is Charles Stark and 

the Pastor knew him when he was an undergraduate at Iowa 

State and Charles was a member of the faculty.  Pastor also has 

an organist lined up in the event of a funeral. The Christian 

Women’s council is serving cake for the departure of David. 

The new organist will start in October and Pastor Hendrickson 

will play the last two weeks of September. Pastor Hendrickson 

met with his cardiologist and had a good diagnosis. Mark 

Manke made a motion to accept the Pastor’s report, Sandy 

Sandstrom seconded and the motion carried. 

 Old Business-Bill Steffenhagen updated the Council on 

the chancel floor. 

 New Business- After some discussion for the scheduling of 

the next voters meeting Sandy Sandstrom made a motion to 

hold it the 14th of October with an alternate date of October 28th 

pending the Pastor’s approval. Mary Witt seconded the motion 

and all were in favor.   

 The Lord’s Prayer was recited and at 7:15 p.m. President 

William Steffenhagen adjourned the meeting. 
 

~~Elizabeth Hutchinson, Secretary 

  

10/2 Sharon Lambert 10/13 Geri Rouse 

10/2  Mary Taylor 10/20 Bonnie Schueman 

10/3 David Caldwell  10/23 Marie Cook 

10/6 Betty Hanson  10/25 Michael Koch 

10/6 John Penshorn 10/25 Karen Laatsch 

10/7 Kathy Koepke  10/25 Kim Purves 

10/8 Evadne Hahn  10/28 Albert Porter 

10/10  Herbert Noltemeyer 10/28 Gay Schultz 

10/11 Joyce Caldwell 10/31 William Wolff 

10/12 John Pickle   



 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 

CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: 
 

Balance on Aug 31, 2012 ...................................... $12,490.88 

Receipts for Sep (est) ............................................  $15,094.00 

Expenses for Sep .................................................   ($15,910.82) 

                Shortage/Overage ................................... $11,674.06 
 

LOAN BALANCES:  

Organ - $47,604.53. The interest for this loan is costing us 

approximately $252 per month.  

Wilson House - $46,392.97. The interest for this loan is cost-

ing us approximately $250 per month 

Repair Projects - $11,816. 50.  

Elders 
Oct   4     6:30 p.m.  Mark Manke 

Oct   7   8:00 a.m.  Tom Daugherty & Marvin Manke  

        10:30 a.m.          Greg Frank & Tom Crum 

Oct  11  6:30 p.m.        Glenn Puntney 

Oct  14  8:00 a.m.         Steve Hustad 

        10:30 a.m.  Greg Frank 

Oct  18  6:30 p.m.        Greg Latzig 

Oct  21    8:00 a.m.       Steve Hustad & Marvin Manke 

        10:30 a.m.  Tom Crum  

Oct  25 6:30 p.m.   Greg Latzig 

Oct  28  8:00 a.m.       Glenn Puntney 

        10:30 a.m.  Stephen Saager 

October  7 & 14  
 

       Early          Late  
Jeff Anderson ,Chr.        Robert Kronberg, Chr. 

      (434-9764)      (920-992-5272) 

Dave Sandstrom               Nathan Campbell 

Austin Anderson               David Steinke 

Craig Wendt                     Vint Quamme                                                                                                                                                          

Glenn Puntney                  Tom Crum                                                                                    

Riley & Cody Puntney  

Todd Taylor                                                                                   

Logan Sandstrom 
             

 

October 21 & 28 
     

John Caldwell, Chr.  Herb Miller, Chr. 

       (635-4762)         (635-4557) 

John Burkhardt               Paul Yamriska 

Don Thurston                  Dennis Hahn 

Mark & Fred Manke       Charles Hilgendorf 

Tom & Mike Manke                     Joseph Pingel  

Herb Schultz                            Andrew Klahn 

Kraig See 

  OCTOBER 

 

October 
635-4825 

 

Cathy Schmidt 

Connie Hendrickson 

ACOLYTES 
 

Oct  7      8:00 AM Hunter Zimmerman & Haydin Campbell 

 10:30 AM NONE 

Oct  14   8:00 AM    Rachel Tuschl & Savannah McGrane 

 10:30 AM  Chase Falstad & Dalton McLaughlin 

Oct  21   8:00 AM   Joshua Yamriska & Tanner Zimmerman 

 10:30 AM  Ashley Hagenow & Anna Manke 

Oct 28   8:00 AM Logan Nelson & Dustin Heidecker 

 10:30 AM Wesley Sandstrom & Hunter Zimmerman 
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