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In the Midst of Earthly Life 
 

 Media vita in morte sumus. ñIn the midst of life we are in 

death.ò  So whispered a medieval monk after watching in hor-

ror as a laborer fell suddenly to his death while work-

ing on a bridge across a chasm in the Alps.  Martin 

Luther used the words for his lesser-known hymn ñIn 

the Very Midst of Lifeò [LSB755] 

 Later this month Lent will begin again on Ash 

Wednesday.  On Ash Wednesday, many of us line up 

to receive on our foreheads a reminder of this pro-

found truth, that we are dead men walking, that from 

the moment our first parents discarded the Word of 

God and embraced the lies of the Evil One, the grave 

has been our common destination.  From newborn to 

old man, we are all grave-bound. ñRemember that 

you are dust and to dust you shall return.ò Media vita 

in morte sumus. 

 And yet, while Ash Wednesday is somber, we come to that 

quiet evening service in faith, knowing that in the midst of 

death there is Life.  The ashes on our foreheads are in the shape 

of a cross.  It was there, hanging on a tree in the darkness, bear-

ing the sins of the world to death, was the Son of God, He who 

is Eternal Life itself.  Indeed, at His death the earth shook, and 

Satan and the demons had no clue about the destructive wave 

that would turn their kingdom upside down!  Suddenly into 

deathôs domain came the rising tide of Light and Life! 

 ñI have the keys of death and Hades,ò announces the Risen 

One.  ñI am the Forgiveness of all your sin.  I am the Destruc-

tion of all your death.  Rise, and do not fear.ò  The ashen cross 

traces the cross signed upon us at Holy Baptism.  In the midst 

of death we are in life.  The baptismal flood carries 

the promise of life to us, and He who unites us with 

Himself in that water, sends us out into the world to 

announce the Gospel: ñWhoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved!ò 

      ñIn the midst of life we are in death.ò It is true. 

But even amid destruction and death, we remain a 

people with a hope unquenchable to share with the 

broken-hearted, with the grieving and the suffering.   

ñGod is our refuge and strength, a very present help 

in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear, though the 

earth gives way, though the mountains be moved 

into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and 

foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.ò [Psalm 

46:1-2] 

 On Ash Wednesday we are invited to be still and without 

fear in the midst of death when we remember who God is: the 

crucified and risen One, the Life that was once in the midst of 

deathðfor us, for all who suffer and weep, for every son of 

Adam and daughter of Eve.  In the midst of death, we are in 

life!  It is an unexpected, but very welcomed gift! 
 

      Pastor Hendrickson 



Dear Members  

of St. Peter's Lutheran Church, 
 

 There are various Feasts and Festi-

vals celebrated throughout the church 

year, and one that comes up early this 

month is The Purification of Mary and 

the Presentation of Our Lord. This 

feast comes 40 days after the Nativity 

of Our Lord. And because we always mark Christmas on De-

cember 25th, The Purification of Mary and the Presentation of 

Our Lord is always February 2nd. 

 St. Luke gives us the events of this day in the second chap-

ter of his gospel account, starting at verse 22. Right away, 

weôre told that the ñtime came for their purification according 

to the Law of Moses [Leviticus 12].ò Long story short, under 

Levitical code, a woman who gives birth to a boy is unclean for 

40 days and she is purified after an offering of a lamb and a 

bird (or two birds if you canôt afford a lamb). This means a trip 

to the Temple in Jerusalem.  

 Then in verse 25 weôre introduced to Simeon, a man who 

was told by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until after he 

had seen the Christ. It's on this day when the baby Jesus is pre-

sented at the Temple that the promise to Simeon is fulfilled and 

he sees the Christ. Not only does he see Jesus, but he ñtook up 

[Jesus] in his arms and blessed God and 

said, óLord, now you are letting your 

servant depart in peace, according to 

your word; for my eyes have seen your 

salvation that you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for reve-

lation to the Gentiles, and for glory to 

your people Israel.ôò 

       We know this canticle as the Nunc 

Dimittis because in Latin, the first line 

of the canticle is ñNunc dimittis servum 

tuum, Domine, secundum verbum tuum 

in pace.ò So the words ñNunc dimittisò literally translate as 

ñnow dismiss.ò Word order is often different between lan-

guages, and the difference between Latin and English is no ex-

ception. 

 If you look at the Divine Service, when do we sing the 

Nunc Dimittis? It comes immediately after the Lord's Supper. 

Simeon not only saw the Christ, but he held the Christ Child in 

the flesh (and blood). We do not merely see Jesus in His Word, 

but we receive Him in the flesh (and blood). Our reaction to the 

Lord's Supper is the same as Simeon's reaction because in both 

instances God has made promises to His people, God delivers 

on His promises, and the gift that God gives (the gift which we 

receive) is Christ Jesus our Lord. Through Jesus, and only 

through Jesus do we have forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

 Weôre familiar with Ascension Day and Pentecost (40 and 

50 days after Easter, respectively); itôs no surprise that there is 

also an important event 40 days after Christmas and that it's an 

opportunity for us, like Simeon, to praise God, receive His 

gifts, and rejoice in Christ Jesus that we may depart in peace. 
 

   In Christ,   

                    Deacon Schroeder 

 On Sunday afternoon, February 19th, 2:30 p.m., Samuel 

Hutchison, the Principal Organist and Curator for the Madison 

Symphony Orchestra, will be playing the dedication recital for 

the new organ here at St. Peterôs.    

 The new organ was designed by Daniel Angerstein primar-

ily to accompany the Lutheran liturgy, but it is a versatile in-

strument and well suited to the full range of recital literature.  

Among the pipes that have been augmented with digital voices 

by the Walker Technical Company are most of the ranks of the 

late-nineteenth century Wangerin tracker organ that was pur-

chased by St. Peterôs in the 1960s from St. Johnôs Lutheran 

Church in Madison.  The three-manual instrument now com-

prises the pipe-and-digital equivalent of 111 ranks. 

 Five 32' stops anchor the expanded ensemble, with seven 

mixtures and 19 ranks of strings spread through the five divi-

sions.  ñFanfareò trumpets sound from both the main gallery 

organ and the ñfloatingò antiphonal in the chancel.  All divi-

sions include softer, solo reeds in a broad spectrum of tonal 

ñcolor.ò 

        Mr. Hutchison, the Reci-

talist, is a graduate of West-

minster Choir College in 

Princeton, NJ, where he re-

ceived his degree in church 

music and organ performance 

with honors.  His primary 

teachers include Rosemary 

Clarke, George Markey, Don-

ald McDonald, Wilma Jensen, 

Frederick Swann, Robert Carwithen and Marie-Madeleine Du-

ruflé.   

 As an organ soloist he has presented many recitals both in 

the United States and in Europe. Locations include the River-

side Church, New York City; St. Paulôs Cathedral, London; 

Notre Dame, St. Sulpice and St. Étienne-du-Mont, Paris; 

Marienkirche, Helsingborg, Sweden; Grundtvigs Kirke, Copen-

hagen; and St. Gallen, Switzerland.  He has served as Music 

Director and Organist at Trinity United Methodist Church, Rah-

way, NJ; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Florham Park, NJ; 

The Presbyterian Church, Westfield, NJ; First Presbyterian 

Church, Stamford CT; First Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma 

City, OK, and Covenant Presbyterian Church, Madison, WI, 

where he oversaw the design and installation of the 46-rank 

Schoenstein organ.  His current position is the Principal Organ-

ist and Curator for the Madison Symphony Orchestra where he 

plays the MSOôs 72-rank Overture Concert Organ built by Or-

gelbau Klais of Bonn, Germany.  



St. Peterôs Child Care & Preschool 
WMELS, Pre-K and NAEYC Accredited 

By Connie Hendrickson, Director 

 

Thrivent Choice for our St. Peterôs Child 

Care & Preschool! 
 

      Giving back makes an important impact in people's 

lives. Last year alone, Thrivent Financial provided more 

than $100 million to help congregations and their child 

care centers in need. Members LIKE YOU who own 

Thrivent Financial products help make this support pos-

sible. Thrivent Choice lets you recommend where some 

of Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go by 

directing Choice Dollars SM and by participating in Voting 

Events. All you need is to use your MyThrivent user ID 

and password to log in to get started.  

      Every Choice Dollar you so generously give helps 

our staff carry on our mission for our St. Peterôs children 

and their families. Thank you!  

  

 2/15 Darlene Schmidt 

   2/16  Elaine Podoll 

 2/18  Marion Pulsfus 

 2/26 Lloyd Hahn 

Meeting Date: February 12, 2012 

Time: 9:30 AM 

Where: St. Peterôs Chapel 

Agenda: Annual Tithing 

 Committee Reports 

 Lenten Suppers 

 Plant Sale Planning 

Who will take over  

the family farm d and how?  
 

The median age of the US farmer today is 58, yet only 20% 

report being confident in succession plans for their businesses. 

Youôve spent years building your businessðyour legacy.  

How can you make sure your farm stays in the family? 

Learn about your options and the steps you need to take now.  

Jon us for this free educational workshop. 

WHEN : Monday, February 27th, 10:00-11:00 AM 

WHERE :  Sunset Grill, 637 W. North St. (Hwy V), DeForest 

OFFERED BY: Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Associates: 

Joel Albers, Dick Gest, Max Sesing, with guests Loren Hansen 

and Daniel Purtrell, Wilson Law Group, LLC 

RSVP: Space is limited.  Contact Max Sesing at 608-846-3400 

or email, max-sesing@thrivent.com. Refreshments will be 

provided. 

Everyone should have this information to make them think 

about what to do with their property/assets. 



February 2/5       5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 40:21-31 

Psalm 147:1-11 

I Corinthians 9:16-27 

Mark 1:29-39 

Sermon: Sacramental Preaching 

Text: Mark 1:29-39 

Order: (Thu) Holy Communion 

              (Sun)  DSIII, p. 184 

Hymns: 797 - 578 (st. 1-4, 5-6) - 400, 642 - 664 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (Sun) Handbells 

February 9/12       6th Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

II Kings 5:1-14 

Psalm 30 

I Corinthians 10:31-11:1 

Mark 1:40-45 

Sermon: Crowding Out Jesus 

Text: Mark 1:40-45 

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service 

              (Sun)  Matins, p. 219 

Hymns: 401 - 394 - 534 - 818 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (8:00) SS Lower Grades 

February 16/19       The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

II Kings 2:1-12 

Psalm 50:1-6 

II Corinthians 3:12-4:1-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

Sermon: When It All Comes Together 

Text: Mark 9:2-9 

Order: (Thu) Holy Communion 

               (Sun) DSI, p. 151 

Hymns: 816 - 413 - 414, 528 - 661 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (8:00) SS Upper Grades 

February 22       Ash Wednesday 
 

Joel 2:12-19 

Psalm 51:1-13 

II Corinthians 5:20-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

Sermon: Rending Hearts 

Text: Joel 2:12-19 

Order: Imposition of Ashes, Holy Communion 

Hymns: 440 - 419, 607 - 613 - 560, 570 - 744 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir:  Adult Choir 

February 26       1st Sunday in Lent 
 

Genesis 22:1-18 

Psalm 25:1-10 

James 1:12-18 

Mark 1:9:15 

Sermon: In the Shadows ð Isaac 

Text: Genesis 22:1-18 

Order:  Service of the Word in Lent 

Hymns: 427 - 657 - 438 - 424 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir:  TBA 

  

DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

      The store will no longer 

have semi-annual bag sales 

for clothes. In its place are 

50% off sales on every-

thing in the store for two 

days every other month. 

The exact dates are posted 

in the store for the preced-

ing two weeks. 

      The store is located at 201 Cottage Grove Rd (just off 

Monona Dr).  The hours  are Monday through Friday 10:00 

a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Donations are welcome during these hours.  The phone num-

ber is 223-1228. 

 Members of St. Peterôs work on the first Friday (February  

3rd) and the third Wednesday (February 15th) of each month. 

Please call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would 

like to become part of the House of Thrift team.        
   

         Thank you! 

 

 

HOUSE OF 

THRIFT   

NEWS 



 COUNCIL NOTES ï January 10, 2012 
The January 10, 2012 St. Peterôs Church Council meeting was 

called to order by President Bill Steffenhagen at 6:35 P. M. 

Members present were Tom Crum, Tom Daugherty, Greg 

Frank, Mark Manke, Marvin Manke, Verna Mueller, Steve 

Paskey, Keith Podoll, Glenn Puntney, Bill Steffenhagen, Lyn-

nette Taylor, Mary Taylor, Cynthia Thurston, Mark Witt, Pastor 

Hendrickson, Deacon Schroeder. Steve Hustad, Michael Post, 

Shannon Rohrbeck, Sandra Sandstrom, Mark Schoeckert, and 

Corinne Tuschl were excused. Brad Zimmerman was absent. 

Opening devotion was given by Pastor Hendrickson and taken 

from Jesusô Sermon on the Mount. ñGod is with us in all 

things.ò  The devotions as followed by prayer. 

The Agenda was presented, Mark Witt moved to approve, 

Keith Podoll seconded, and the motion as carried. 

The Secretaryôs minutes were presented. Mark Manke moved 

approval with corrections. Glenn Puntney seconded and the 

motion carried. 

The Financial Secretaryôs report was given. Questions were 

answered by Lynnette Taylor. With little discussion Greg Frank 

moved approval, Tom Crum seconded, and the motion carried. 

The Treasurerôs Report was given by Cynthia Thurston. The 

elevator bill was explained. Steve Paskey moved approval, 

Marv Manke seconded, and the motion carried. 

The Board of Elderôs Report was given by Greg Frank. With 

little discussion of various committees Lynnette Taylor moved 

approval of the report, Glenn Puntney seconded and the motion 

carried. 

The Board of Trusteeôs Report was given by Keith Podoll 

who stated the organ blower has been installed, and the elevator 

repairs were necessary. Greg 

Frank moved approval, Steve 

Paskey seconded and the mo-

tion carried. 

The Board of Christian 

Education Report was given. 

The CCC pre-K partnership 

with Poynette schools continues to go smoothly. Mid-week 

classes are going well, with Lenten suppers to begin on Febru-

ary 29. Deacon Josh encourages youth to attend a Bible Bowl in 

Wausau. Bible classes between Sunday services class is taking a 

break, however a class of five confirmation adults is meeting. 

Tuesday Bible study is studying Romans, and the Friday Bible 

class is studying Matthew. Tom Crum moved approval, Steve 

Paskey seconded, and the motion carried. 

Pastorôs report stated that the Christmas Season went 

smoothly, and Advent services were light at first, but later were 

well attended. Lenten Season is coming up. The choir is prepar-

ing a musical ñFiddler on the Roofò to be performed in January 

29th. Keith Podoll moved approval, Glenn Puntney seconded 

and the motion carried. 

One membership change involves removal by release of Paul 

Kronberg to St. Josephôs Catholic Church of Rio. Mark Witt 

recommended this change be brought to the Annual Voterôs 

meeting January 22, 2012. Steve Paskey seconded, and the mo-

tion carried. 

Under Old Business Mark Witt clarified and explained the 

budget line by line. Discussion 

followed.  Hearing no changes 

the budget will be presented to 

the Annual Voterôs meeting held 

January 22, at 1:00 P. M. 

The Constitution Subcommittee 

will meet as a small group to 

begin finessing the constitution of St. Peterôs Lutheran Church. 

The Lordôs Prayer was recited and the meeting adjourned by 

Bill Steffenhagen, President. 

                             ~~Mary Taylor ,  Secretary 

God's  

Divine 

Design  

February 

17 -19  

 

Godôs Design. He made them male and female. He made Adam 

for Eve and Eve for Adam. He brought them together. He does 

the joining! His design shows us the picture of how it is be-

tween Jesus and His Bride the Church. Weôll look at relation-

ships, dating, and the birds and the bees from Godôs design. 

Heôs the one, after all, who made us and brings us together! 

When: February 17 -19th, 2012 

Cost: $60/person - 1/1/12 - 1/31/12    $70/person - after 1/31/12 

Where: Trinity Lutheran Church  

              824 Wisconsin Avenue 

              Sheboygan, WI 

For more information contact:  
Leila Wells - leilaywells@gmail.com 

Church Ofýce: (920) 458-8246 

or Sandra Ostapowich at retreats@higherthings.org  

Higher Things Retreat Coordinator 

Or visit the Higher Things website: 

http://higherthings.org/retreats/ucevents.html 

      One evening an old Chero-

kee told his grandson about a 

battle that goes on inside peo-

ple. He said, ñMy son, the 

battle is between two ówolvesô 

inside us all. 

      ñOne wolf is Evil, it is 

anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, 

regret, greed, arrogance, self-

pity, guilt, resentment, inferi-

ority, lies, false pride, superi-

ority, and ego. 

      ñThe other wolf is Good. It 

is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevo-

lence, empathy, generosity, truth,  compassion and faith.ò  

 The grandson thought about it for a minute, and then asked 

his grandfather, ñWhich wolf wins?ò 

 The old Cherokee simply replied, ñThe one you feed.ò 
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