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“I Now Will Say and Sing” 
 

 “Sorrow and joy, striking suddenly upon our startled 

senses, seem, at first impulse, all but impossible to distinguish, 

even as frost and heat at first sensation burn us alike.  Joy and 

sorrow, hurled from the height of heaven in 

meteor fashion, flash in an arc of shining 

menace o’er us.  Those they touch are left 

stricken amid fragments of their colorless, 

everyday lives.  Sorrow and joy...those they 

encounter they transfigure, investing them 

with strange gravity and a spirit of worship… 

What, then, is joy?  What, then, I sorrow?  

Time alone can decide between 

them.”  [Dietrich Bonhoeffer] 

 Immanuel means “God with us.”  This is 

our joy, because God is with us, the holy with the lowly!  This 

is our sorrow, for it is the holy God who is with lowly us.  Im-

manuel...He is our joy, for He comes to save us from our sin.  

He is our sorrow, for it is our sin that spells His coming.  Im-

manuel...He is our joy, for He has shared our human life and 

lot, that we may share His divine lot and life.  This is our sor-

row, because for us to live, He must die...and only by dying in 

Him may we too begin to live.  Immanuel...our joy and our 

sorrow.  Time alone can decide between them.  As the Three 

Days between Good Friday and Easter decide between sorrow 

and joy, so the time between this day and the Last Day will 

decide between sorrow and joy.  Nevertheless, “Sorrow may 

remain for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” 

 Our older Christmas music, like Martin Luther’s From 

Heaven Above to Earth I Come, is very different from the typi-

cal Victorian carols of shepherds and angels, or the romanti-

cism of chestnuts roasting on an open fire and 

no place like home for the holidays. 
 

 “This is the Christ, our God Most High, 

Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be 

From all your sins to set you free.” 
 

        In the older Christmas music you get 

heaping portions of both joy and sorrow.  

Manger and cross are always together in 

those carols.  Angels that announce the birth sing together with 

the angels that announce the resurrection. 

 Sin and grace, human failing and human exaltation—our 

older hymns and carols of Christmas are never without Holy 

Week and Easter.  As a result it takes time for the older Christ-

mas music to sink in.  Yes, it take sonly a matter of moments to 

hear the music itself, but time will tell.  Time will tell how very 

deep do sorrow and joy flow mingled down from heaven to 

earth at Christmas.   
 

Continued next page 



Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 
 

 But…(oh, great and mighty adverse conjunction)…but... 

though sorrow and joy flow mingled down at Christmas, the 

last word will be the Easter word of nothing but purest joy.  

And it is of this last word that the songs of Christmas must sing, 

if they are to be true to the Christ. 
 

My heart for very joy must leap; 

My lips no more can silence keep. 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 

 “Glory to God in highest heav’n 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth.” 
 

   To each of you and to all,  

   A very Merry Christmas! 

      Pastor Hendrickson 

Dear Members  

of St. Peter's Lutheran Church, 
 

Guy Kawasaki shared this infographic 

(on the right) recently on Google+ 

from his book, How to Achieve En-

chantment: The Art of Changing 

Hearts, Minds and Actions.  I felt like 

sharing it here.  It has some useful 

thoughts expressed in it.  Either file it under the Lutheran Doc-

trine of Vocation or things from the Business world that could 

(at least partially) translate over into the Church.  Or both? 

  

   In Christ,   

                    Deacon Schroeder 

Make your preparations  

Advent-urous 

 

 Advent — the first season of the 

liturgical year — includes the four Sun-

days and weeks prior to December 25. 

Advent dates from the fourth century, 

when it lasted 40 days and included fast-

ing and solemnity, much like Lent. 

 Advent is from Adventus, Latin for “coming,” referring to 

Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and also his second coming. The 

traditional colors of Advent are purple for penitence or blue for 

hope. 

 Observing Advent is a meaningful, adventurous way to 

prepare for Christmas. Buy or make an Advent wreath and use 

candles of your choice: four blue, four purple, or three blue or 

purple and one pink. If you have a fifth spot, add one white 

Christ candle. During meals or devotions, light only one candle 

the first week. Add another for each new week (the pink candle 

traditionally marks the third week), concluding with the white 

candle (if you have one) on Christmas. The increasing light 

reminds us we’re getting closer to celebrating Christ’s light 

coming into the world. 

 



HOUSE OF THRIFT  

NEWS 
 

      Christmas items will be 50% 

off starting December 5th. The 

store will be closed on Saturday, 

December 24th. 
 

      The store is located at 201 Cottage Grove Rd (just off 

Monona Dr).  The hours  are Monday through Friday 10:00 

a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Dona-

tions are welcome during these hours.  The phone number is 

223-1228. 
 

 Members of St. Peter’s work on the first Friday (December 

2nd) and the third Wednesday (December 21st) of each month. 

Please call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would 

like to become part of the House of Thrift team.          

         Thank you! 

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool 
Accredited by NAEYC 

By Connie Hendrickson, Director 
 

“Behold, the Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son,  

and they shall call His name Immanuel  

(which means, God with us).” 

Matthew 1:23 
 

On behalf of our St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool, we wish 

everyone a very happy and blessed Christmas. So many of you 

have supported our Center in so many different ways through-

out the year and without your support we could not carry on our 

mission for the children and their families. And as a result, 

many of our day care families have come to worship here at St. 

Peter’s. This is true witness to the mission side of our Center. 
 

May God bless your Christmas with family and friends as He 

prepares a wondrous New Year for each and everyone one of 

you. God bless. 
 

Our staff: Connie Hendrickson, Director/Teacher 

Amy Paskey, Teacher 

Jan Ryce, Teacher 

Carol Schulz, Teacher 

Work moved quickly to remove the old tile and lay the new in 

the sanctuary side aisles.  The finished project is superb! 



DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

November 30/December 1      1st Midweek in Advent 
 

Genesis 17:15-21 

Luke 1:26-38 

Sermon: Isaac, Child of Promise 

Order: Evening Prayer (HC on Thu) 

Hymns: Carols by Request - 338 - 349 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

December 4       2nd Sunday in Advent 
 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

Psalm 85 

II Peter 3:8-14 

Mark 1:1-8 
 

——————————————————————— 

December 7/8      2nd Midweek in Advent 
 

I Samuel 1:1-2, 10-11, 20; 2:1-8 

Luke 2:39-55 

Sermon: There’s that Voice Again 

Text: Isaiah 40:1011 

Order:  DSIII, p. 184 

Hymns: 354 - 344 - 350, 346 - 389 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (8:00) SS Upper Grades 

——————————————————————— 

Sermon: Samuel, Child of the Word 

Order: Evening Prayer 

Hymns: Carols by Request - 347 - 333 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

December 11       3rd Sunday in Advent 
 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 

I Thessalonians 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

——————————————————————— 

December 14/15      3rd Midweek in Advent 
 

Malachi 4:5-6 

Luke 1:5-23, 57-66 

Sermon: Proclaiming the Lord’s Favor 

Text: Isaiah 61:1-4 

Order: DSIII w/o HC, p. 184 

Hymns: 334 - 375 - 359 - 362 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: TBA 

——————————————————————— 

Sermon: John, Child of Fire 

Order: Evening Prayer (HC on Thu) 

Hymns: Carols by Request - People Look East - 352 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

December 18       4th Sunday in Advent 
 

II Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Psalm 89:1-5 

Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26:38 

Sermon: A Very, Very, Very Fine House 

Text: II Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Order: DSIII, p. 184 

Hymns: 357 - 356 - 370, 367 - 387 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: Adult Choir & Handbells 

December 24       Christmas Eve (10:00 pm) 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-20 

Sermon: Peace 

Text: Luke 2:1-20 

Order:  Holy Communion 

Hymns: 366 - 376 - 368 - 387 - 361 - 1st Noel -  

                    370, 546, 364 - 363 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir:  Adult Choir & Handbells 

December 25      Christmas Day (9:00 am) 
 

Isaiah 25:7-10 

Psalm 2 

Hebrews 1:1-12 

John 1:1-18 
 

______________________________________________ 

December 31      New Year’s Eve (6:30 pm) 
 

Isaiah 30:8-17 

Psalm 90:1-12 

Romans 8:31-39 

Luke 12:35-40 

Sermon: What A Piece of Work Is Man 

Text: John 1:14 

Order: Festival Service 

Hymns: 379 - 380 - 357 - 393 - 388 - 374 - 387 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: Youth Handbells 
 

——————————————————————— 

Sermon: Oh to Be So Wise 

Text: Psalm 90:1, 12 

Order: Holy Communion 

Hymns: 899 - 883 - 387 - 512 - 900, 878 - 733 

Organist: David Hoffelt 



 COUNCIL NOTES – November 8, 2011 
 The November 8, 2011 St. Peter’s Church Council meet-

ing was called to order at 6:30 P. M. by President Bill Steffen-

hagen.  Members present were Tom Crum, Tom Daugherty, 

Greg Frank, Steven Hustad, Mark Manke, Marvin Manke, 

Verna Mueller, Steve Paskey, Keith Podoll, Glenn Puntney, 

Shannon Rohrbeck, Mark Schoeckert, Bill Steffenhagen, Lyn-

nette Taylor, Mary Taylor, Cynthia Thurston, Corinne Tuschl, 

Brad Zimmerman and Pastor Hendrickson. Michael Post, San-

dra Sandstrom, and Mark Witt were excused. 

 Pastor Hendrickson shared the opening devotion from 

Isaiah. “God’s blessing is evident in many ways.” 

 The agenda was presented. A modification was added. 

Christmas in the Barn will be added to i) under Board of Elder’s 

report. Mark Manke moved to accept the agenda with the modi-

fication, Keith Podoll seconded and the motion carried. 

 The Secretary’s minutes were read and accepted as read. 

Marvin Manke moved to accept, Tom Crum seconded, and the 

motion carried. 

 The Financial Secretary’s report was read, clarified or 

explained as necessary. St Peter’s is now repaying the Medick 

Reserve Fund. Income from contributions was very strong in 

October and November as of the meeting.  $80,000 of pledges 

for the organ has been received. More is pledged. Further dis-

cussion followed. Verna Mueller moved to accept the report. 

Glenn Puntney seconded, and the motion carried. 

         The Treasurer’s report 

was given, insurance bill 

clarified, and expenses for 

copier return clarified. Mark 

Schoeckert moved to accept 

the report. Steve Hustad sec-

onded and the motion carried. 

The Board of Elder’s report 

included a short report about Military Care. The pie and cookie 

walk by the CWC will be held on November 19th. Christmas in 

the Barn will be held Sunday December 11, at 5:00 p. m. at the 

Mark Manke Farm at Lodi. Keith Podoll moved to accept the 

report, Corinne Tuschl seconded and the motion carried. 

 The Board of Trustee’s report included tiling of the out-

side aisles of the church, cutting and putting up of the Christmas 

Trees. Brad Zimmerman’s parents are donating the trees. The 

blower will be installed in the organ.  Steve Paskey moved to 

accept the report, Greg Frank seconded, and the motion carried. 

 The Board of Christian Education reports there are 29 

enrollees in the CCC. It will be closed Thanksgiving Day and 

Friday due to the center's policy for holidays. Director Connie 

Hendrickson was consulted by a Day Care Center in Tomah as 

to how to begin a day care program. Sunday school and Mid-

week classes report going very smoothly. Bible classes continue 

on Sunday Morning between services, Tuesday afternoon at 

Marie Cook’s, and Friday mornings. Marvin Manke moved to 

accept the report, Cynthia Thurston seconded and the motion 

carried. 

 Pastor reports he will begin an Adult Confirmation class 

in January. He recommended canceling the Thursday services 

for the 22nd and the 29th of December due to the calendar dates 

for Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve services, and holding 

only one service on the 25th at 9:00 a.m. but resuming regularly 

scheduled services on the 1st. Brad Zimmerman made a motion 

to this effect. Greg Frank seconded and the motion carried.   

 Pastor reported the 

Choir Cantata with or-

chestra was well re-

ceived, as were the hand-

bells choir. The choir will 

perform Fiddler on the 

Roof, and will begin that 

practice in January. In January a Lay Delegate to the Annual 

Convention will need to be selected. The District Budget and 

District Missions funds were discussed. Shannon Rohrbeck 

moved to accept Pastor’s report, Mark Manke seconded and the 

motion carried. 

 There were no membership changes and no old business. 

 The Budget committee is set. The Nominating Committee 

will present nominees for Council offices, and bring this list 

before the January Voter’s meeting for consideration. Council 

offices open include: Secretary, Financial Secretary, six Elders, 

one Trustee two Endowment Committee members, and one 

Board of Christian Education member. 

 The Lord’s Prayer was recited and Bill Steffenhagen ad-

journed the meeting. 

     ~~Mary Taylor,  Secretary 

The table in the narthex has a good selection of  cards available 

including Christmas Cards. Stop by and check it out! All 

proceeds go to the Christian Women’s Council to help support 

their good work.  You may leave your cash or check in the 

basket on the table.        

 12/1 George Plenty 

   12/2 Ruby Schmidt 

 12/2  Robert Stoltenberg 

 12/3  David Tomlinson 

 12/11 Cynthia Thurston 

 12/14 Polly Woodward 

 12/24 Bill Steffenhagen 



 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 

CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: 
 

Balance on Oct 31, 2011 ......................................... $8,005.48 

Receipts for Nov ....................................................  $12,986.89 

Expenses for Nov ................................................   ($13,600.91) 

                Shortage/Overage ..................................... $7,391.46 
 

Organ Fund (Goal: $158,000): Pledge Amount: $133,362.25 

Current Total Collected: $105,799.82. Loan Balance: 

$68,504.20. The loan interest is costing us approximately $355 

per month.  
 

REPAIR PROJECTS: $20,684.50 owed on the repair pro-

jects. See the poster in the narthex for each project breakdown 

as well as pictures detailing the repairs or replacements. 

Elders 
 

Dec  1  6:30 p.m.        Mark Manke 

Dec  4   8:00 a.m.  Marvin Manke & Mark Witt 

        10:30 a.m.          Tom Crum & Greg Frank 

Dec   8  6:30 p.m.        Mark Schoeckert 

Dec  11  8:00 a.m.         Mark Manke 

        10:30 a.m.  Greg Frank 

Dec  15    6:30 p.m.         Glenn Puntney 

Dec  18    8:00 a.m.       Steve Hustad & Glenn Puntney 

         9:30 a.m.  Steve Paskey 

        10:30 a.m.  Tom Crum & Steve Paskey 

Dec  24 6:30 p.m.   Mark Schoeckert 

        10:00 p.m.  Marvin Manke & Mark Witt 

Dec  25  9:00 a.m.  Thomas Daugherty 

Dec  31      6:30 p.m.  Thomas Daugherty 

December 4 & 11 
 

       Early          Late  
Larry Saager, Chr.   Bruce Lambert, Chr.  

(635-7168)           (608-742-3709) 

Keith Podoll                                    Roger Frank 

Bill Hageman                      Steve Paskey 

Justin Hageman   Tim Witt 

Greg & Patrick Frank                        

Alex Saager 

Kim & Brock Kriewaldt                                                                                    
                                             

December 18, 24 & 25 
     

Eldon Gunderson, Chr.    Lloyd Hahn, Chr. 

(635-7168)   (635-2970) 

David Qualle                           Michael Post 

David Hutchinson       Jim Paske                                                      

Marvin Bystol                               Bill Wolff 

Steve  & Matt Hustad           Terry Grinde     

Calvin & Austin Moll                      Max Grinde                

Cameron Gramse                              

Wayne Hanson                             

December 

DECEMBER  

ALTAR GUILD 
635-4825 

 

Vickie Detert 

Connie Hendrickson 

ACOLYTES 
 

Dec  4      8:00 AM Tierney Woodward & Elizabeth Yamriska 

 10:30 AM NONE 

Dec  11   8:00 AM    Matthew Saager & Derek Gordon 

 10:30 AM   Brooke Bindl & Brea Falstad 

Dec 18   8:00 AM   Anthony Rittmeyer & Noah Campbell 

 10:30 AM    Rachel Tuschl  & Elizabeth Reddeman  

Dec 24   6:30 PM Matthew Saager & Wesley Sandstrom 

    10:00 PM Christmas Eve—Volunteers 
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