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Healing the Wounds Inflicted by Reason 
 

 Someone recently won a $75,000 poetry prize. I don’t re-
member who.  The sponsors of the prize thought that big bucks 
would help revive an interest in poetry.  I doubt it.  I mean, 
who reads poetry anymore?  A poet once said that people may 
no longer know why “The woods—are lovely, dark 
and deep,” but they do understand the money mes-
sage.  If someone is willing to hand over $75K for 
poems, well, poems must be valuable. 
 This makes poetry hard to defend.  But defend 
it we must, because poetic knowledge is an essential 
kind of knowledge for us.  And given the great per-
centage of the Bible that is written in poetic form, it 
is clear that poetic knowledge in matters of faith is 
deemed very important by the Divine Author as 
well!  Without it, our understanding of the world 
suffers a severe distortion.  
 For example, a horse.  In Charles Dickens’s novel Hard 
Times, a student named Bitzer describes a horse this way: 
“Horse: Quadruped. Graminivorous. Forty teeth, namely 
twenty-four grinders, four eye-teeth, and twelve incisive. Sheds 
coat in the spring in marshy countries, sheds hoofs, too. Hoofs 
hard, but requiring to be shod with iron. Age known by marks 
in mouth.”  
 But that isn’t a horse!  That’s only a list of a horse’s parts.  
Much better and much clearer is the description of a warhorse 
in the Book of Job that “paws in the valley, and exults in his 

strength…. With fierceness and rage he swallows the ground.”  
Now that’s a horse! 
 Poetry as a way of knowing is essential to us human be-
ings.  Modern thinkers, the heirs of the Enlightenment, have 
come to depend almost entirely on reason, filling book after 
book with complex analyses, deductions, abstractions, and ar-

guments.  In its own way this is necessary, but it is 
NOT the only necessary form of knowledge. 
       Mark Twain once recognized that “scientific 
knowledge,” while useful, can actually deprive a 
person of a greater vision.  As a young riverboat 
captain on the great Mississippi, he described a sun-
set: “There were graceful curves, reflected images, 
woody heights, soft distances: and over the whole 
scene, far and near, the dissolving lights drifted 
steadily…. I drank it in, in a speechless rapture. The 
world was new to me, and I had never seen anything 
like this at home.”  

 But years later, as an experienced captain, he had learned 
the practical meaning of every ripple and floating log in that 
river: “When I had come to know every trifling feature that 
bordered the great river as familiarly as I knew the letters of the 
alphabet, I had made a valuable acquisition.  But I had lost 
something too.  I had lost something which could never be re-
stored to me while I lived.  All the grace, the beauty, the poetry, 
had gone out of the majestic river!” 

Continued next page 



 Our culture has thrown such poetic knowledge nearly into 
oblivion.  We have lost sight of it, and, in the process, we are 
losing an important way of seeing, even in matters of faith.  
While we increase our mastery of the world through the voca-
tion of science, we lose the higher calling to see how everything 
around us leads to Him who is beyond us.  We are, in fact, do-
ing what Jesus once cautioned against: gaining the world but 
losing our soul.   

Pastor Hendrickson 

Big  
Jungle  
Adventure 

Thank you, one and 
all, for a great VBS 
Week 2011!  Many 

hands at work  
ensured that the 

journey was  
an exceptional  

adventure.   

Dear Members of St. Peter's Lutheran Church, 
 

Our congregation, as you may be aware, is a member of the Lu-
theran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS). This October, we will 
celebrate the 200th birthday of a key figure in the life of our 
Synod, the Reverend Doctor Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther, or 
as he is more commonly called, C.F.W. Walther. 
 

Born in Saxony (Germany) in 1811, Walther studied theology at 
the University of Leipzig to prepare for the Ministry. But at that 
time there were more pastors than parishes, so after graduating he 
became a private tutor. In 1837 he was ordained and became a 
parish pastor in Saxony. To leave out a lot of detail and story, 
Walther joined a group of Saxon Lutherans who set sail for the 
United States in November of 1838. They arrived in New Orleans 
in January and went up the Mississippi River to the Saint Louis 
area. Almost fifty years later, Walther died in Saint Louis in 1887. 
 

Walther wore many hats during his life, including: 
♦ first president of the LCMS (1847-1850, and elected again 
after the death of President Wyneken, serving from 1864-1878) 
♦ professor and first president of Concordia Seminary 

♦ founder and editor of impor-
tant publications such as the news-
paper Der Lutheraner and the 
theological journal Lehre und We-
hre 
♦first president of the Synodical 
Conference, which consisted of the 
LCMS, the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS), and the 
Norwegian Synod (later known as 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod or 
ELS) 

Despite these numerous vocations, it's worth noting that Walther 
was also a parish pastor, serving Trinity Lutheran Church in Saint 
Louis for 46 years. And during his tenure at Trinity, he served 
other congregations as well. 
 

Walther receives overwhelmingly good press in our circles, but 
it's also good to remember that he, like the rest of us, was a sinner 
who depended on Christ and His forgiveness and mercy. 
 

He wrote extensively, but his two best known works are The 
Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel and Church and 
Ministry. Both are required reading for all LCMS students study-
ing for the Ministry. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about the life and work of 
C.F.W. Walther, Pastor Hendrickson and I can put together a 
presentation we could give between services on an October Sun-
day. Additionally, some of the following resources may interest 
you. Concordia Historical Institute short biography of Walther at 
www.lutheranhistory.org/presidents/pres_walther.htm which also 
mentions a number of books. CPH has these books and others: 
Law & Gospel, How to Read and Apply the Bible and At Home in 
the House of My Fathers. The LCMS has a website for the 
Walther Bicentennial www.lcms.org/walther200 and also keep 
your eyes peeled for a movie coming out next month produced by 
Concordia Seminary in Saint Louis. The movie's website is 
www.waltherfilm.com/ 
 

And if you thought the name "Walther" sounded familiar because 
you used to belong to the Walther League, now you know where 
it got its name. 
 

In Christ,  Deacon Schroeder 



HOUSE OF THRIFT  NEWS 
 

       September features fall and winter 
clothing, Halloween items and near the end 
of the month Christmas items will begin to 
appear. 
 

      The store is located at 201 Cottage 
Grove Rd (just off Monona Dr).  The hours  
are Monday through Friday 10:00 a.m. - 

6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Donations 
are welcome during these hours. The phone number is 223-
1228. 
 

 Members of St. Peter’s work on the first Friday (September 
2nd) and the third Wednesday (September 21st) of each month. 
Please call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would 
like to become part of the House of Thrift team.          
    

      Thank you! 

St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool 
Accredited by NAEYC 

By Connie Hendrickson, Director 
 

We are to grow up in every way 
into Him who is the head, into Christ.   Ephesians 4:15 

 

The staff of our Center is proud to announce 
ST. PETER’S CHILD CARE  

& PRESCHOOL  
RATED 5 OUT OF 5 STARS 

WITH YOUNGSTAR 
 

What is YoungStar? 
YoungStar is a program of the Wisconsin Department of 

Children and Families created to improve the quality of child 
care for Wisconsin children.  

 

YoungStar: 
ª Evaluates and rates the quality of care given by child care 
providers 

ª Helps parents choose the best child care for their kids 

ª Supports providers with tools and training to deliver high-
quality early care 

ª Sets a consistent standard for child care quality 

Please keep our Center and staff in your prayers as they strive 
each day to ‘reach for the stars’ by providing quality Christian 
care for so many children and their families in and around our 
community. 




