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So What Shall We Say in Response to This?

I'n view of the budget deC|§prQs made
ing on July 17th, and also b&@@aus@lahesméwsﬂn&»@s@m%%@&

mains a concern for so many, this is a good opportunity to re-
view once again the subject of money in the
Church. Such a discussion is always risky be-
cause moneyd being the primary rival to Godd
needs no encouragement to take over. A Christian
congregation must always be on its guard to en-
sure that it is the Gospel which forms our life to-
gether, not money. In the Church money must
always be a matter of gift and faith, not a matter of =
control and coercion. For when it is the latter, i
money becomes a bully really fast!

But in a time of economic stress this is so
easily forgotten. Soon enough the language of control and co-
ercion rises to the fore. One hears more and more talk about
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the famous widow, only pennies [Luke 21:2]. But the outcome
will be a gift given in f
That s al ways the point!
Here at St. Peteros we
freely exercise itself among us in matters of giv-
ing, whether for the budgeted expenses of our con-
gregation or for special, capital projects. In this
congregation what you give for any purpose, must
be given freely in faith, not under compulsion.
Our capital projects in recent years have wit-
nessed a great generosity of freely given gifts from
the congregation. It is an incredible blessing among us, not
aI ways seen in every congregat
dget must also be seen in th
n T‘m@‘?ﬂjrﬁﬁeﬁfﬁﬂmes someone has reminded us all that the

step is to coerce fthemod to g deriddhidguide, ardstiffol of Mod diykar willyd d f ai t

cast aside altogether. In very little time those who give more
can begin to resent those who give less, while those who have
less to give begin to begrudge those who have more to give.
A Why theyle édre like me? 0 That 1is
and faith in Christ.

St . Paul wrote famously
must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under

based upon past history and projected costs. The budget does
not dictate what must be given. Instead, the gifts of the congre-
gatlon dictate how the budget must be exercised.
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for those gifts, but faithfully, frugally use them to accomplish
the work of the Church in different ways than the budget antici-
pated; most often doing without the lesser things to ensure that
the primary things are accomplished in the work of the Church.
This year, for many different reasons, we have witnessed a
wider gap between the gifts of the congregation and the
budget 6s
penses. Now when money
: is God, coercion immedi-
. ately steps in...coercing
= the congregation to give
more, coercing the Coun-
cil to spend less. Coercion
can be cloaked in all sorts
of pious, Biblical lan-

guage, but coercion is still coercion. It is not faith!
Instead, we act in faith. We match gift for gift. Given the
course of this year, since my salary is always the largest portion

of St. Peterds annual
make a gift of reducing my salary. This is what | did at the
recent Votersd Meeting,
compulsion but in faith. This, together with the reduction by
half of our custodial service, greatly reduces the gap between
offerings and expenses. These actions are taken because we at
St. Peterdés are one body i
prosper together. When we endure hardship, we all endure that
hardship together, in faith, in Christ. And when hardship is
placed into the context of faith, it is a very different experience
than that of control and coercion in money matters.

I am reminded of a passage in Malachi. Israel was wres-
tling with a number of hardships but they were doing so outside
of faith in God. The Lord said to Israel through His prophet,
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The Right Road

My Lord God,

I have no idea
where | am going.
the road ahead of me.

I cannot know for certain
where it will end.

Nor do | really know myself, and the fact that I think
that I am following Your will does not mean
that I am actually doing so.

} -

But I believe that the desire to please You

does, in fact, please You.
And | hope | have that desire in all that | am doing.
I hope that | will never do anything

U abatt fréhtHaddesfre! 9ht and prop
roi Annd ! kgowrthgtéftlr%otthfso n. of 10% n
You will Iead me by theright road, ’

though | may know nothing about it.

Therefore will I trust You always,
' tifoligh I may's Lbeﬁw?o bdbst PFrOosPer.
and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for You are ever with me,
and You will never leave me
to face my perils alone.
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& Thomas Merton

APut Me to the test says the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing
unt il t her e [Magchigu@ mor e need.

Yes, sometimes that pas-
sage is used by a preacher to
coerce money from the people
of God, but here God Himself is
speaking about faith, not coer-
cion. The Lord reminds Israel
and us that He is God. He is
more than sufficient to take care
of His Israel of old, and to take
care of us, His new Israel. What He asks of us is Whether we
are willing to trust Him to do that, not only in matters of our
eternal salvation but also for our temporal welfare as individu-
als, as families, and as a congregation in Christ. (I know a
number of people who have taken that verse to heart, have lived
by it in how they manage

ing for me and my family,

There is no denying that these are trying times. Some
folks, unlike me, have had salary reductions forced upon them;
expenses continue to rise; the future, from a human point of
view, remains uncertain. But we are a people of faith, a congre-
gation of faith. In trying times more than ever, we must act in
faith with our gifts and with our management of those gifts; not
with coercion but in faith, trusting that the Lord is faithful now
and will always be faithful to His own promises toward us.

Lord of

Please n
for VBS are
August 8-12, 2011
at
St

: Church
9:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Big
Jungle ¢
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abundant faithfulness in their lives. | too have made the gift of
my salary reduction out of trust that God will be faithful in car-

P €

rAaRST &M W HY|S n'g
7 Churches of Revelation
(November 21 - December 1, 2011)

In addition to visiting each of the sites of the 7 Churches of
Revelation, the tour to Turkey also includes Cappadocia, Gala-
tia, Ankara, Troy, and Istanbul. The Rev. Darold Reiner
(Retired LC-MS Pastor and former LWML International Coun-
selor) is leading this tour. You may contact him at 406-890-

Pastor Hend ncksqmmg or reiner@centurytel.net for full brochure.
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HERD
Sandwvich

To celebrate the Bible’s many heroes,
make this sandwich for a picnic.

What you need:

* An adult to help

¢ Shredded lettuce

* Olive oil and vinegar

* Seasonings (salt, pepper,
oregano)

* Ttalian crusty bread (six
inches per person)

* Mayonnaise

¢ Sliced meat

¢ Sliced cheese

¢ Sliced tomato

 Construction
paper

¢ Scissors

¢ Pencil

* Toothpicks

* Tape

What you do:

1. Drizzle shredded lettuce
with oil and vinegar;
sprinkle with seasonings.

2. Cut bread in half length-
wise and spread mayo on
both halves.

3. On bottom half, layer meats,
cheese, tomato and lettuce.

4. Top with other half of bread.
Cut in half.

5. Cut paper into small tri-
angles. Write your favorite

6. Tape the triangles to tooth-
picks to make pennants.
Stick in sandwich halves.
Enjoy!

Bible heroes’ names on them.

It is very quick and easy

to travel in the world today.
In Bible times, it was

not so easy!

Make a
“travel collage.”

You will need:

A alarge piece of
construction paper

A Mmagazines

A scissors

A glue

Cut out pictures and words
that show all kinds of

transportation. Don’t forget
“feet” or donkeys and other

animals!
”u ’i
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Glue everything on the
paper. Don't leave any
empty spaces.

HOUSE OF THRIFT NEWS

al The bag sale for clothes and shoes will
23 be August 1st through 13th. The cost of a

'"I"" SInre bag is $7.00. This helps the store clear out

the summer clothes.

The store is located at 201 Cottage
Grove Rd (just off Monona Dr). The new

hours starting August 1st are Monday
through Friday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays 10:00
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Donations are welcome during these hours.
The phone number is 223-1228 and the new manager is Ken

Ehmpke.
Member s of

Peter 6s

and the third Wednesday (August 17th) of each month. Please
call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would like to
become part of the House of Thrifteam.

Thank you!
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St . Peterds Child Car e
Accredited by NAEYC

By Connie Hendrickson, Director

HAPPY 17™ ANNIVERSARY
ST. PETERO6S CHILD CARE &

Accredited since 2000 by the National Association for the Edu-
cation of Young Childrerand rated atop i 5 S With thed
Wisconsin Child Care Rating Program.

Let the little children come to Me, and do no hinder them, for

the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these
Matthew 19:14

They say o0it takes a village
Peterds Child Care & Preschool
thank the generosity of our Arlington EMS for coming to visit
us during EMS awareness week this summer (Upper photo).

And a big thank you to the nurturing staff of the Poynette Li-
brary as we have visited them this summer for their 6 week
early literacy program and musical performances (Lower
photo).

God blesses those who come into and enhance the life of a
child. We at our St. Peterds C

been blessed by people like these, and by oh so many others.
Thank you all!



DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST

August 4/7

Job 38:4-18
Psalm 18:1-6
Romans 10:5-17
Matthew 14:22-33

8th Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: Rev. Hans Asha
Text: Matthew 14:22-33
Order: (Thu) Holy Communion
(Sun) DSIV,p. 203
Hymns: 726 - 717 - 727, 752 - 918
Organist: David Hoffelt
Choir: (sun) Matt Hendrickson, Piano

August 11/14

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Psalm 67

Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32
Matthew 15:21-28

9th Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: The Seven Trumpets

Text: Revelation 8:6-11:19

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service
(Sun) Matins,p. 219

Hymns: 832 - 716 - 508 (st.1-4,5-7) - 733

Organist: David Hoffelt

Choir: (sun) TBA

August 18/21

Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 138

Romans 11:33-12:8
Matthew 16:13-20

10th Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: The Great War
Text: Revelation 12-14
Order: (Thu) Holy Communion
(sun) DSIII, p. 184
Hymns: 818 - 521 - 575, 625 - 794
Organist: David Hoffelt
Choir: (sun) Greg & Molly Frank, Soloists

August 25/28 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26

Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

Sermon: The Seven Bowls of Wrath

Text: Revelation 15-16

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service
(Sun) Matins,p. 219

Hymns: 861 - 659 - 741 (st. 1-4, 5-8) - 660

Organist: David Hoffelt

Choir: (sun) TBA

8/5

8/10
8/11
8/15
8/16
8/16
8/17
8/17
8/19
8/25
8/26
8/29
8/30
8/31

AUGUST ALTAR GUILD
635-4825

Cynthia Thurston
Connie Hendrickson

Paul Woodward
Alice Hanson
Bruce Lambert
Mary Ann Frank
Cynthia Caldwell
Verna Mueller
Marvin Manke
Genevieve Moll
Richard Erstad
James Barnharst
Donald Thurston
Keith Podoll
Gary Johnson
Charles Hilgendorf

“‘Remember, you're under oath.”




COUNCIL NOTES T July 12,2011

President Bill
meeting to order at 6:30 P. M., July 12, 2011. Members present
were Tom Crum, Greg Frank, Marv Manke, Verna Mueller,
Keith Podoll, Glenn Puntney, Shannon Rohrbeck, Mark
Schoeckert, Bill Steffenhagen, Mary Taylor, Cynthia Thurston,
Corinne Tuschl, Mark Witt, Pastor Hendrickson, and Vicar
Sherman. Steve Hustad, Steve Paskey, Michael Post, Sandy
Sandstrom, and Lynnette Taylor were excused.

Vicar Sherman gave the opening devotion from Romans

Chapter 7, followed by prayer. TheSecr et ar ywe mi

read and a grammatical error was noted and will be corrected. A
motion, by Marv Manke, was made to accept the minutes with
the correction, was seconded by Keith Podoll, carried.

TheFi nanci al
note item of Transfer for insurance payment, in the amount of
$1600 should be a transfer to cover payroll. Note also that radio
broadcasts costs are i
paying $30.00 a week toward the cost while sponsors are paying
$50.00 a week. Total cost will go up to $85.00. It should be
noted also that the $30.00 is coming from Mission funds. Our
Mission funds contributions may not be made in December.
Tom Crum moved to accept the report. Mark Schoeckert sec-
onded, and the motion carried.

TheTr e as ur e rwasgresantedpMissian funds are
running about $1600 short. Wilson house taxes will be due. A
generous donation was received toward the organ fund. July is a
five Sunday month making meeting the budget more likely.
Insurance problems have been taken care of. Note: The current
budget is not out of line and does not have many places to cut.
Verna Mueller moved to accept the report. Glenn Puntney sec-

At this time Bill
Steffenhagen addressed
the budget shortfalls, and
Pastor Hendrickson gave a

budget review and its ef-
‘ 4 fects on the Church. Two

— S items were addressed. Pas-
B O proposed a reduction
by % in the janitorial services to the church, saving $433 per
month. Pastor further proposed gifting a 10% reduction in his
salary per month, saving $570 per month. The total savings of
these two proposals should allow church operations within the
current budget. Any extra contributions would then be used to
repay borrowed funds from various estates donations. A motion
by Cynthia Thurston was made to recommend to the voters as-
sembly to decrease janitorial pay and duties by half. Shannon
Rorhbeck seconded, and the motion carried. A motion to accept
Pastorés gift to the
onded by Keith Podoll and was carried. At this time a proposal
was made by Keith Podoll to change current phone system from
Century Link to Charter, which will result in cost savings. After
some discussion and clarification Keith Podoll made a motion
to this effect. Corinne Tuschl seconded, and the motion carried.

There were no reports from the Board of Elders, except
from Vicar Sherman. He thanked the Church for the warm and
welcome support he and his family have received throughout
his tenure here. In turn he was thanked for his work this past
year. He and his family will be returning to St. Louis where he
intends to finish Seminary Studies. Vicar Sherman will be giv-
ing his farewell sermon July 17™. Vicar also has a couple of

Steffenhage

S e ¢ weeetprasentgddPéeasem i

ncreas

Church

suggestions to add to the
Church website. These in-
clude updates from the vari-
ous committees to keep eve-
ryone aware what each com-
mittee contributes through-
out the Church year. Also a
fun note to the website
would be a bit of history
trivia using notes from past
bull etins. Mar v Manke

TheBoard of
He stated that he is meeting with other insurance groups to
check on cost savings for insurance. He says the drain in the
bell tower portion of the church now works effectively. There
was a request to work on hooking up speakers in the nursery for
use during church services. A short term solution could beto
use the wireless earpieces offered by the elders during church
service. Greg Frank moved t
Corinne Tuschl seconded, and the motion carried.

The Board of Education unofficial report included the
following: 31 students are enrolled in the CCC. They are travel-
ing on Mondays to participate in a reading program at the
Poynette Library. 17 students are currently signed up for VBS,
which will be held the second week in August this year. There
are 22 enrollees in the fall pre-K program. Families who have
students enrolled in the CCC are expressing interest in attend-
ing and possibly joining
ficial report there was no need for formal acceptance.

Pastor Hendrickson gave his report. In doing so he
thanked Vicar Sherman for his help this past year. He said he
wi || be attending Vicar He
31, where he has been asked to play the organ. Jim Laatsch has
graciously agreed to give the Sunday Sermon at St. Peters. Pas-
tor Hendrickson made a proposal to offer a partial position to
Deacon Josh Schroeder to act as a helper to Pastor in some of
the duties as had been carried out by Vicar Sherman. A motion
was made by Shannon Rohrbeck to engage Josh Schroeder as a
stipended Deacon to be supported by pledges in hand, to live in
the Vicarage, and to take on some of the duties of the vicar.
Keith Podoll seconded, and the motion a carried. Asha Hans a
Lutheran pastor from India has contacted Pastor Hendrickson
requesting to preach sometime in August. He visited our church
several years past.
report. Glenn Puntney seconded, and the motion carried.

There were no membership changes. Reviewing the Coun-
cil Constitution has been
meeting has been set for July 17"b et we e n
Prayer was said, then Greg Frank moved to adjourn. Marv
Manke seconded, and the motion carried.

~~Mary Taylor, Secretary

THINKING OF AN INVESTMENT? The scholar-
ships supported by the St . Pet er 6s Bohahly
contribute to the
those recipients will serve in the course of their careers! Giv-
ing for the purpose of scholarships also offers members per-
sonal satisfaction in knowing how their contribution is used,
and knowing you are participating in and helping grow the

future for many people.

mo v ed
report. Cynthia Thurston seconded, and the motion carried.

Tom Crou
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FINANCIAL REPORT

CURRENT EXPENSE FUND:
Balance on June 30, 2011.......c.ccooieiinneniinieeas ($1,617.15)
Receipts for July (BSt.)....cocvvvveeieiiece e $13,238.60
Expenses for July (est.) ...ccocvveveieviceieiceciee, ($12,617.38)
Shortage/OVerage ........ccceeveveveiveeaeiienas ($905.93)

Organ Fund (Goal: $158,000) Pledge Amount: $127,395.25
Current Total Collected: $92,806.82

REPAIR PROJECTS: $24,347.00 owed on the repair pro-
jects. See the poster in the narthex for each project breakdown
as well as pictures detailing the repairs or replacements.
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paeked faith

PEPPPDDIID The greatest “super men” who ever
lived put their faith into action.
@I Match each Bible character to the correct description.
Noah 1. This disciple wrote a gospel, recounting many
events in Jesus’ life.

Stephen 2. This man responded to God’s commands, includ-
ing the order to move. God made many promises
to this man and his descendants.

Abraham 3. This man was eager fo rebuild Jerusalem. He
helped the people protect their city, reminding
them that God was on their side.

Luke 4. This man, who became king of Judah at a young
age, obeyed God's laws and helped people repent.
Nehemiah 5. God saved this honest, hard-working man from

destruction by having him build a place of safety
for his family and every kind of creature.

Josiah 6. This man stood by God's Word, showing strength
of character even when faced with persecution
and death.

0On the lines below, write your name and describe how you’re a “hero” for God.
What are some ways you put your faith into action?

Name:
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VBS 2010

Elders

Aug 4  6:30 p.m. Mark Schoeckert
Aug 7 8:00a.m. Mark Witt & Marvin Manke

10:30 a.m. Tom Crum & Glenn Puntney
Aug 11 6:30 p.m. Greg Frank
Aug 14 8:00 a.m. Steve Hustad

10:30 a.m. Steve Paskey
Aug 18 6:30 p.m. Mark Manke
Aug 21 8:00 a.m. Greg Frank & Glenn Puntney

10:30 a.m. Tom Crum & Steve Paskey
Aug 25 6:30 p.m. Marvin Manke
Aug 28 8:00a.m. Steve Hustad

10:30 a.m. Mark Schoeckert

10:30 a.m. Greg Frank

August
\W USHERS
August 7 & 14
Early Late

Mark Witt, Chr. (6354673) Tyson Miller (6358504)
Wade Senft Mark Schoeckert
George Schoeneberg Mitch Schoeckert
Jeff Rowe Matt Hendrickson
John Frank Mike Hendrickson

Shannon Rohrbeck

August 21 & 28
Robert Caldwell, Chr.

Trever Giese

Philip Hanson, Chr

(635-2244) (635-4225)
Randy Schuster Jerran Hanson
David Caldwell James Dobratz
Mark Hirssig Bob Hagenow
Robert Rittmeyer Al Stoltenberg
Buck & Ty Woodward

Justin & Jacob Reddeman
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