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What Language Shall I Borrow? 
 

 The King James Bible, which was first published 400 years 

ago this month, may be the single best thing ever accomplished 

by a committee.  [We are currently using the KJV for 

the Psalms in worship.]  This translation was the work 

of 54 scholars and clergymen who met over seven 

years in six nine-man subcommittees, called 

“companies.”  

 In a preface to the new Bible, Miles Smith (one 

of the translators and a man so impatient that he once 

walked out of a boring sermon and went to the pub) 

wrote that anything new inevitably “endured many a 

storm of gainsaying, or opposition.” So there must 

have been disputes — shouting; table pounding; high-

ruffed, black-gowned clergymen folding their arms 

and stomping out of the room — but there is no re-

cord of them. And the finished text shows none of the 

PowerPoint insipidness we associate with committee-speak or 

with later group translations such as the 1961 New English Bi-

ble, which T.S. Eliot once said did not even rise to “dignified 

mediocrity.” Far from bland, the King James Bible is one of the 

great masterpieces of English prose. 

 The influence of the King James Bible is so great that the 

list of phrases from it that have slipped into our everyday 

speech, that have taken such deep root that we use them all the 

time without any awareness of their, is practically endless: sour 

grapes; fatted calf; salt of the earth; drop in a bucket; skin of 

one’s teeth; apple of one’s eye; girded loins; feet of clay; 

whited sepulchers; filthy lucre; pearls before swine; fly in the 

ointment; fight the good fight; eat, drink and be merry. 

        But what is especially loved about the King 

James translation is its strangeness—weird punctua-

tion, odd pronouns (as in “Our Father, which art in 

heaven”), and all those verbs that end in “eth.”  The 

translators performed the great trick of creating at 

once recognizable English which was also a little bit 

foreign. You can hear its distinctive cadences in the 

speeches of Lincoln and in the poetry of Whitman, as 

well as in the works of many, many great novelists. 

        Even in its time, the King James Bible was delib-

erately archaic in grammar and phraseology: an ex-

pression like “yea, verily,” for example, had gone out 

of fashion in the middle of the 16th century, the trans-

lators didn’t want their Bible to sound contemporary.  

They knew that contemporaneity quickly goes out of fashion.  

(A lesson the Church would do well to remember these days!) 

 In his very useful guide, God’s Secretaries: The Making of 

the King James Bible, Adam Nicolson points out that when the 

Victorians came to revise the King James Bible in 1885, they 

embraced this principle wholeheartedly, and like people who 

whack and scratch old furniture to make it look even more an-

cient, they threw in some extra Jacobeanisms, like “howbeit,” 

“peradventure, “holden” and “behooved.”       (Cont’d next page) 



 There are, of course, countless new Bibles available now, 

many of them specialized.  They are all “accessible,” but most 

are a little tone-deaf, lacking in grandeur and majesty, replacing 

“through a glasse, darkly,” for instance, with something along 

the lines of “like a dim image in a mirror.” But what this mod-

ernizing ignores is that the most powerful religious language is 

often a little elevated and incantatory, even ambiguous or just 

plain hard to understand.  Not everyone prefers a God who talks 

like a pal or a guidance counselor.  We want a God who spea-

keth like — well, God. 

 Of course, the very best way to observe this 400th anniver-

sary of a remarkable, dare I say “miraculous”, Bible translation 

is to read it.  All those memorable phrases didn’t become part 

of our every day vocabulary out of nowhere! 
 

[Adapted from Why the King James Bible Endures by Charles McGrath, 

April 23, 2011, The New York Times Week in Review] 
 

        Pastor Hendrickson 

 Dear Saints of St. Peter’s,      
 

     In the midst of celebrating the resurrection of 

our Lord this past Easter weekend, it was impos-

sible to get on the internet, turn on the television, 

or open up the newspaper without facing the fact 

that even on this side of Easter, suffering and 

death are still a reality in our world. There were 

reports of increasing violence in Libya, Syria, and Afghanistan. 

Devastating pictures displayed the destruction that tornadoes 

wrought in across the Midwest.  News came of floods displac-

ing many in the south. The people of Japan are still suffering, 

and will be for a long time to come. The obituary pages re-

mained full. 

        It is easy to see, and hear, and read all 

of these stories and marvel at the state of 

things in our world. To see just how bad 

things are, and to wonder—with as shake 

of the head—in what direction it’s all 

headed. We see stories about the lagging 

economy and hikes in the price of fuel and 

food, and we wonder exactly what we’re 

going to do. We wonder about all who suf-

fer in the world and who’s going to help 

them. The news of Christ’s resurrection 

and victory over death, the promise that though we die, yet we 

shall be raised with him, it is all wonderful news, and yet we 

can still wonder, what are we supposed to do today, when we 

are still walking in this valley of death? 

 St. Paul tells us in Romans, chapter five, that “we were 

reconciled to the Father by the death of his son,” (Rom 5:10). And 

having been reconciled to the Father, we are free to approach 

the Father with our worries and concerns about our lives, and 

the state of our world. Jesus taught his disciples to prayer, “Our 

Father, who art in heaven…give us this day our daily 

bread” (Matt 6:7-13), and in the Small Catechism, Luther ex-

plains that daily bread includes from food and drink, clothing 

and shoes, to faithful spouses and children, all the way to good 

government, good weather, peace, and health (Luther’s Small Cate-

chism, The Lord’s Prayer, Explanation to the Fourth Petition). God is still at 

work in the world for our good, and the good of all people! 

 When we see all of the trouble 

and misfortune that exists in our 

world, it is easy to despair. It is easy 

to wonder what the connection is be-

tween what we read in the Gospels, 

and what we see in the newspaper. 

But God loves the world that He cre-

ated. He loves the people that He 

placed into it. He sent His only Son to 

die so that we might have eternal life. 

And he has promised to care for and provide for His creation in 

the meantime. 
 And so, when we grow worried about the state of our 
world, we can lift all of these things to God, both in our prayers 
at church and our individual prayers at home, trusting that in 
His mercy, He will care for His creatures.   

In Christ, Vicar Sherman 

 

Waiting on God  
 

 On May 5, Americans observe 

the National Day of Prayer. Wait-

ing on God is an important com-

ponent of prayer. It’s hard to un-

derstand why God delays when we 

cry out for help. Why does he allow us to suffer, when he could 

just say the word and make it all better? Why must we wait? 

 Consider a child whose parents always give her whatever 

she asks, as soon as she asks for it. That child has little opportu-

nity to learn patience or gratitude. Because she doesn’t know 

what it’s like to not have, she cannot appreciate the true value 

of something. 

 God may have some of these things in mind when our 

prayers go unanswered for a time. As the psalmist exhorts, 

“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14). 

LOOK 
 

WHAT  I 
 

FOUND! 



St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool 
Accredited by NAEYC 

By Connie Hendrickson, Director 
 

Honor your father and your mother.  
The 4th Commandment 

 

   Mother’s Day is a wonderful and special time of celebra-

tion in the life of a family. Children delight and giggle when 

they see dad kiss mom as he hands her a bouquet of flowers, 

then maybe take everyone out to brunch. What fun and excite-

ment that we gather together so joyously to honor Mom and 

thank her for all that she does for her beloved family. 

    Yet, in more and more households, this 

is becoming a story of the past. Not only are 

there more single moms today than ever 

before, there is the heartbreak of the broken 

home by way of increases in separation and 

divorce. These sure take the fun, celebration, 

and honor out of Mother’s Day, yes? 

    Children are greatly affected by their 

parents’ decisions and actions. This is true in 

everyday life and especially so in the situa-

tion as life-altering as divorce. 

    Here are a few suggestions for helping a child through the 

trauma of separation or divorce. 

Assure them that the divorce is a result of parental prob-

lems and that they did not cause the separation. 

Answer their questions from a Christian point of view to 

help satisfy curiosity and ease confusion and frustration. 

Read stories together about divorce and divorced families. 

Check out our church’s library, the day care’s family library, or 

ask Pastor for recommended reading for your child’s age and 

situation. 

 Try to maintain family routines and continuity as much as 

possible; making sure that the child sees both parents on a fre-

quent and regular basis. Sunday church and Sunday school is 

not only a good example of this, IT IS A MUST. 

  Divorce is a time of difficult transition for everyone. But 

by being open and honest, and by praying together daily, it will 

help continue family life as normal as possible. By placing the 

best interests of the children first and keeping God at the center 

of your actions, both parents can help kids tremendously to 

adjust during this difficult time. 

HOUSE OF THRIFT  NEWS 
 

      Sports, gardening, and other spring items 

are on the shelves. The store will be closed on 

Monday, May 30th to observe Memorial Day. 
 

      The store is located at 201 Cottage Grove 

Rd (just off Monona Dr). It is open 9:30 a.m.-

3:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and Noon-6:00 p.m. on 

Mondays.  The phone number is 223-1228. Donations are wel-

come during these hours.  
 

 Members of St. Peter’s work on the first Friday (May 6th) 

and the third Wednesday (May 18th) of each month. Please call 

Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would like to be-

come part of the House of Thrift team.            Thank you! 



DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 

 

May 1      2nd Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 5:29-42 

Psalm 148 

I Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

Sermon: Peace 

Text: John 20:19-31 

Order: DSI w/HC, p. 151 (Rite of Confirmation, 10:30) 

Hymns: 474 - 470 (1-5, 6-9) - (861) - 463, 490 - 821 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

May 5/8      3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 2:14, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-14 

I Peter 1:17-25 

Luke 24:13-35 

Sermon: Vicar Sherman 

Text: Luke 24:13-35 

Order: (Thu) Holy Communion 

              (Sun)  DSI w/o HC, p. 151 

Hymns: 464 - 467 (st. 1-4, 5-7) - 468 - 469 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (8:00) SS Lower Grades 

May 12/15       4th Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 2:42-47 

Psalm 23 

I Peter 2:19-25 

John 10:1-10 

Sermon: The Door to Abundance 

Text: John 10:1-10 

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service 

               (Sun) DSI w/HC, p. 151 

Hymns: 475 - 709 - 710, 738 - 537 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (Sun) Vickie Detert 

May 19/22       5th Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 6:1-9, 7:2, 51-60 

Psalm 146 

I Peter 2:2-10 

John 14:1-14 

Sermon: Many Rooms, One Way 

Text: John 14:1-14 

Order: (Thu) Holy Communion 

              (Sun)  Hymn Sing 

Hymns: 341 - 744 - 368 - 878 - 439 - 801 - 940 - 677 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir:  (Sun) All Sunday School Grades 

May 26/29       6th Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 17:16-31 

Psalm 66:8-20 

I Peter 3:13-22 

John 14:15-21 

Sermon: Vicar Sherman 

Text: John 14:15-21 

Order: (Thu) Contemporary Service 

              (Sun)  DSI w/o HC, p. 151 

Hymns: 532 - 482 - 717 - 481 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: TBA 

  

Thanks All!  Pictured (l-r): Leah Sherman, Vicar, Connie 

Hendrickson, Lauren Hageman, Lynnette Taylor, Patrick 

Frank, Mike Hendrickson,, Josh Tuschl, Andrew Yamriska.  

Thanks to all those who had a hand in the tasty breakfast! 



 COUNCIL NOTES – April 12, 2011 
 Opening Devotions were given by Vicar Sherman and 

taken from Luke Chapter 22.  This was followed by prayer. 

 The Agenda was presented for review. Bill Steffenhagen 

requested to add a quick review of the Church Constitution to 

New Business. Marv Manke moved to approve the agenda with 

this addition. Corinne Tuschl seconded, and the motion carried. 

 The Secretary’s minutes were read. No corrections or ad-

ditions were made. Mark Schoeckert moved to approve the min-

utes. Steve Paskey seconded, motion carried. 

 The Financial Secretary’s minutes were clarified by 

Corinne Tuschl. Income and expenses were clarified. General 

fund contributions are up, but missions are down. The 2012 

envelopes are ordered.  Envelope numbers for Confirmands 

have been designated. Steve Paskey moved to accept the report. 

Keith Podoll seconded, and the motion carried. 

 Cynthia Thurston gave the Treasurer’s report. The treas-

ury is $1,126.86 short. The organ project is now complete and 

the total bill is $157,618. It was decided to pay down $15,000 of 

our bank loan.  A new additional bill covering Worker’s Com-

pensation was received and it was decided to pay this with 

money from the Pre-K fund designated for use by the church. 

Greg Frank made a motion to approve these expenditures. Mark 

Schoeckert seconded the motion, and it carried. There were no 

further items to discuss. Mark Manke moved to approve the 

Treasurer’s report. Corinne Tuschl seconded, motion carried. 

 Greg Frank gave the Elder’s report. He stated he would 

like to work with the church committees and evaluate to viabil-

ity of each. The Military Care Committee has a new Chairper-

son.  Mary Witt has stepped forward to be responsible for the 

gathering of and mailing care packages for our members serving 

in the armed forces. Bill Steffenhagen added a thank you to the 

Christian Women’s Council for their work with the Community 

Picnic. They have indicated they would like to continue their 

work with this event. Other thoughts are welcomed as to how to 

improve committees. Vicar Sherman gave a quick report on his 

work with Midweek classes, his work on the church website, 

and his work with the Youth Group.  Members can sign up to 

help the Youth group with the Easter breakfast. Workers will be 

needed both Saturday for set up and on Sunday for cooking and 

serving the breakfast. Lynnette Taylor moved to approve the 

Elder’s report. Keith Podoll seconded, and the motion carried. 

 Keith Podoll gave the Trustee’s report. Sump pumps have 

been replaced in both the church and the vicarage. He thanked 

Steve Paskey for hauling scaffolding back and forth for placing 

the new organ in the balcony. Other minor repairs are being 

kept up with. Keith is also following up on insurance coverage. 

Specifically, he is looking into other policies for better cover-

age, etc.  Greg Frank moved to accept the report. Steve Paskey 

seconded and the motion carried. 

 The Board of Christian Education reviewed the numbers 

of students currently enrolled in the Child Care Center and in 

the Pre-K Program. There are a total of 30 students. The annual 

review of the CCC program and Pre-K program is up-coming. 

April 14 will be the Pre-K screening. Looking ahead, sixty-four 

pre-k students will be enrolling in the three Child Care Centers 

in Poynette School District. St Peter’s CCC will have a portion 

of these students. The CCC budget was also reviewed. Mid-

Week fifth & sixth graders will finish up with the final midweek 

Lenten service. Confirmation will be May 1st. The Youth group 

will be doing the Easter egg hunt and taking care of a lot of the 

Easter Breakfast. The Endowment committee will be meeting. 

Sandy Sandstorm moved to 

approve the report. Mark 

Schoeckert seconded and the 

motion carried. 

 Pastor Hendrickson 

reports that there will be a 

Good Friday Service at 7:30. 

Pastor and Vicar Sherman 

will be participating at St. 

John’s in their Friday after-

noon service. The Easter Cantata will be presented again this 

year on Palm Sunday. The new organ will be played for the 

congregation’s listening pleasure during Easter services.  Pastor 

has requested some vacation time in May. No dates set yet. 

Steve Hustad moved to approve the report. Marv Manke sec-

onded and the motion carried. 

 Membership changes will include the addition of the new 

Confirmands: Kayla Barlow, Trever Giese, Jacob Reddeman, 

Jenna Sandstrom, Logan Sandstrom & Hannah Taylor. Mem-

bership releases include John Schueman to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church (ELCA), Merrimac, WI. Keith Podoll moved to recom-

mend to the congregation at the Quarterly Meeting this changes 

in membership. Brad Zimmerman seconded, motion carried. 

 In Old Business it was noted the organ is in and ready for 

playing during Easter. It should be noted that half of what is 

needed to pay for this project has currently been received. Other 

money is pledged and some has been borrowed. Donations are 

still coming in. President Bill Steffenhagen thanked the council 

for their support and dedication to the organ project. He further 

thanked members of the congregation for their support and do-

nations and pledges to the organ project. 

 In New Business, the Quarterly Meeting will be held on 

April 17, between services. It was decided to include an Organ 

funds update in the newsletter.  Copies of the Church Council 

Constitution were handed out, so council members could read 

through it.  As there is a need to modernize and update some 

sections and wording, discussion of these items will be held at 

later meetings. 

 The Lord’s Prayer was said. Tom Crum moved to adjourn. 

Steve Paskey seconded, and the motion carried. 

     ~~Mary Taylor, Secretary 



 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 

CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: 
 

Balance on March 31, 2011 ................................... ($1,126.00) 

Receipts for April ................................................  $16,013.00 

Expenses for April .............................................   ($14,306.00) 

                Shortage/Overage ...................................... $581.00 
 

Organ Fund (Goal: $158,000): Pledge Amount: $126,080.25 

Current Total Collected: $77,608.82  
 

REPAIR PROJECTS: $26,004.00 owed on the repair pro-

jects. See the poster in the narthex for each project breakdown 

as well as pictures detailing the repairs or replacements. 

Elders 
 

May  1   8:00 a.m.  Steve Paskey & Mark Witt 

        10:30 a.m.          Glenn Puntney & Greg Frank 

May  5  6:30 p.m.        Mark Schoeckert 

May  8  8:00 a.m.         Mark Witt 

        10:30 a.m.  Greg Frank 

May  12    6:30 p.m.         Mark Manke 

May  15    8:00 a.m.       Steve Hustad & Steve Paskey 

        10:30 a.m.  Tom Crum & Glenn Puntney 

May  19 6:30 p.m.   Marv Manke 

May  22  8:00 a.m.  Greg Frank 

        10:30 a.m.  Tom Crum 

May  26 6:30 p.m.   Mark Schoeckert 

May  29  8:00 a.m.  Steve Hustad 

        10:30 a.m.  Steve Paskey 

May 1, 8 & 15 
 

       Early          Late  
Mark Witt, Chr. (635-4673)        Tyson Miller (635-8504) 

Wade Senft                                  Mitch Fait 

George Schoeneberg                    Mark Schoeckert 

Travis Witt Mitch Schoeckert 

John Frank                                  Mike Hendrickson 

Jeff Rowe         Shannon Rohrbeck    

 

May 22 & 29 
     

Philip Hanson, Chr Robert Caldwell, Chr.  .  

(635-2244)  (635-4225)  

Randy Schuster                             Jerran Hanson 

David Caldwell                            James Dobratz 

Mark Hirssig                               Bob Hagenow 

Robert Rittmeyer                         Tait Halverson 

Buck Woodward                         Al Stoltenberg 

Justin Reddeman                          

Ty Woodward                                                                    

May  

MAY ALTAR GUILD 
635-4825 

 

Betty Stoltenberg 

Connie Hendrickson 

ACOLYTES 
 

May  1      8:00 AM Brooke Bindl & Brea Falstad 

 10:30 AM Riley Barnharst & Lauren Kriewaldt 

May 8   8:00 AM     Trever Giese & Derek Gordon 

 10:30 AM     Jenna Sandstrom & Katie Conklin 

May 15   8:00 AM     Hannah Taylor & Kayla Barrow 

 10:30 AM Anthony Rittmeyer & Logan Sandstrom 

May 22   8:00 AM Volunteers (Close of Sunday School) 

 5/3 Lois Abel 

   5/3 David Qualle 

 5/3 Herb Schultz  

 5/4  Jerran Hanson  

 5/4   Jacquelyn Penshorn 

 5/5   Charles Schultz 

 5/23 Rozella Gunderson 

 5/24  Brita Schoeneberg 
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