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 So on Easter, while the world must grapple with an empty 

tomb, asking the old question, “What does this mean?” faith 

rejoices in the answer to that question.  The empty tomb means 

that God said, “Yes!”  In the resurrection of Jesus, God said 

“Yes” to His Son.  If the cross were the last word 

on Jesus, then the world, having been victorious 

over God, would be lost in death and damnation 

without any hope.  On the cross, Jesus cried the 

human cry of despair and commended Himself into 

the hands of the Father.   The resurrection confirms 

that God has said “Yes” to His Son and to His 

Son‟s work.  “Holy Scripture plainly saith That 

death is swallowed up by death, Its sting is lost 

forever.  Alleluia!” (LSB458, stanza 4) 

        God not only said “Yes” to His Son, but in the 

resurrection He has also said “Yes” to us.  Jesus 

“was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for 

our justification.” (Romans 4:25)  What happens to 

Him, happens to us, because God has accepted us 

in Christ.  This is not something we can ascertain 

from experience.  This is solely the Word from God, believed in 

the heart and confessed by the tongue of one who is in Christ.  
(Romans 10:9-10) 
 The “Yes” from God, to His Son and to us, extends also to 

the creation. (Romans 8:19-23) It is an important affirmation!  For 

the resurrection does not destroy our embodied existence, but 

Continued next page 

God Said “Yes” 
 

 For the world, the resurrection of Jesus is an ambiguous 

historical fact.  Ambiguous, because the event rests on the fact 

of an empty tomb.  Now, that the tomb was empty is 

enough of a verifiable historical fact from both Ro-

man and Jewish historical sources that an unbiased 

mind will accept that Jesus‟ tomb was empty on the 

first day of that week.  Ah, but an empty tomb is one 

thing; a resurrection is something else entirely! 

 It is one thing to verify from history that Jesus‟ 

tomb was empty that morning.  The various expla-

nations for that verifiable detail...well, they are le-

gion.  The most common, of course, is some varia-

tion of body snatching.  The disciples or somebody 

stole Jesus‟ body during the night.   

 For this reason Easter, the Resurrection of our 

Lord, remains a day for faith.  Because while the 

empty tomb may make the resurrection of Jesus 

credible from an historical point of view, it doesn‟t 

prove that what we Christians believe about Jesus‟ resurrection 

is true.  Only faith—the gift of God to us by His Spirit—will 

convince a person that the fact of the empty tomb is explained 

by the miracle of Jesus being raised from death to new life by 

the divine Father.  (And equally important, only by faith can 

we be convinced that we too shall be raised from death to that 

same new life of His.) 



changes our lowly embodiedness into glory.  How is it possible 

for the mortal, perishable body to become immortal and imper-

ishable? (I Corinthians 15)  That is the mystery of Easter, for Jesus 

and for us and for all creation.  But we do know that Jesus kept 

His body because the tomb was empty.  And the curse with 

which God pronounced His judgment upon creation is trans-

formed by the resurrection into the glory of the promised new 

creation, the new heavens and earth of the Last Day, revealed in 

the divine “Yes” of Easter‟s glorious Day. 

 So for the world, an insoluble riddle remains: why is the 

tomb empty?  For faith, this riddle is a sign of the work of God 

in history.  Historical/scientific research can neither prove nor 

disprove the resurrection.  It is faith alone, looking upon the 

limited facts available to history and science, hearing the Word 

of promise from the Gospels, faith receives the certainty of the 

resurrection. Faith alone acknowledges the “Yes” of God as 

coming from God Himself.  And faith, in turn, sings “Amen/ 

Yes” in each and every “Alleluia!” of Easter Day.    

    Pastor Hendrickson 

 Dear Saints of St. Peter‟s,      
 

       We are drawing closer to the end of Lent, to 

Palm Sunday, to Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-

day, and the joyous Easter celebration. These are 

the days in which we mark the observance of the 

central elements of Christian faith, Christ‟s 

death and resurrection. And though Christ cruci-

fied and risen is always the focal point of our Christian faith 

and the message of the Church, nowhere are these themes more 

clearly the focus of everything we do than during Holy Week. 

Everything we will read, hear, and do for the rest of the year 

flows from events of those few days. The call to repentance, the 

joy of knowing that sins are forgiven, and the hope of the resur-

rection and everlasting life with Christ in His Kingdom all find 

their center in these days. It is a time for our faith to be renewed 

and refreshed. 

 It is also a wonderful opportunity for those outside the 

church, to find out what the core of Christianity is all about. 

 We have connections to people in our community in our 

online lives. We have connections to people from school and 

work, people from clubs and organizations within the commu-

nity. And in a place such as Facebook, we have a chance to 

provide witness to our faith and encourage people we know to 

come find out what our church is all about, in a way that is not 

very confrontational, but is 

highly conversational. 

As you probably know, we 

have been expanding our 

Church‟s presence on the internet 

in order to more fully reach out 

into the community. This will 

happen most fully with help from 

many in the congregation. Here 

are some ways that you can help 

spread the Word about our 

church this Easter season:  

“Like” St. Peter‟s page on Facebook. The more “likes” the 

site has, the more visible it is on Facebook.  Once you 

“like” St. Peter‟s the church‟s status updates will be 

automatically sent to your “News Feed.”  This also 

shows up on friends‟ “News Feeds” and gives them 

the chance to explore the church page. 

Did one of Pastor‟s sermons really hit home for you?  Find 

the one you‟re looking for at <stpetersarlington.org/

sermons> and post a link to it as a status-update on 

your Facebook (or Twitter, MySpace, etc.) profile.  

Include a note about what it made you think about, 

questions it raised for you, etc. which are good discus-

sion starters. 

Write a status update promoting St. Peter‟s Lenten and 

Easter services: 

“Going to midweek Lenten service at St. Peter‟s to-

morrow. Wonder what‟s for dinner afterward? 

“They‟re playing the new organ at St. Peter‟s in Ar-

lington this week, excited to hear how it sounds!” 

“Palm Sunday is this week, the choir is singing a can-

tata, should be good” 

“Going to Easter services with the family [or use 

names, either friends or family] this Sunday”  
 

     In Christ,  

Vicar Sherman 

 

The new organ 

console is being 

lifted up into the 

balcony (left).  

Once up to the 

balcony, many 

hands were need 

to lift it into 

place (below).  It 

is a visual re-

minder of the 

“many hands” 

that have been 

needed all along 

in this project!  

From the crafts-

men who built 

the organ and 

voiced the pipes, 

to the hands that 

helped with the 

carpentry work preparing for the instrument, to the hands that 

have pledged donations to fund the project, many, many hands 

have participated.  For each and for all, many, many thanks! 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoTGNVJNNGg8AFQeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBwazk1ZTNrBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkA0kxMzZfODY-/SIG=1iimcm11f/EXP=1301529869/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimage


St. Peter’s Child Care & Preschool 
Accredited by NAEYC 

By Connie Hendrickson, Director 
 

“Let us consider how we can spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting  

together, as some are habit of doing, but let us  

encourage one another.” Hebrews 10:24-25 
 

    Letting children „have choices‟ is an important part of their 

growth and development. Letting them have „a voice‟ is a great 

way to encourage their communication and pro-social skills. 

But when it comes to going to church and Sunday school it 

must be the adult who makes the right choice and uses their 

parental voice in teaching the importance of weekly church 

attendance. How else can a child‟s „spiritual‟ growth and devel-

opment ever begin to take fold? 

    We have been blessed with the gift of giving the Word of 

Christ to the children of our day care and preschool, especially 

to those who are not churched at all. We are fortunate to help 

plant the seeds for a child‟s spiritual growth and development 

that enhance and reinforce what faithful parents are already 

instilling in their child. This is a team effort in every sense of 

the word. 

    Do not stunt your child‟s spiritual growth by letting them 

make the wrong choice or by letting them use their inexperi-

enced voice by rolling over in bed and whining they are too 

sleepy to go to Sunday school. Make regular church and Sun-

day school (and don‟t forget Lenten services this blessed time a 

year) a priority, not a debate. And ask your child who they 

would like to bring along. You‟d be very much surprised just 

how many children have never seen the inside of our Lord Sav-

ior‟s House. 

HOUSE OF THRIFT  NEWS 
 

      The spring and summer clothes are out 

in the store as are Easter items. The store 

will be closed on Good Friday, April 22nd. 
 

      The store is located at 201 Cottage 

Grove Rd (just off Monona Dr). It is open 

9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and Noon-6:00 

p.m. on Mondays.  The phone number is 223-1228. Donations 

are welcome during these hours.  
 

 Members of St. Peter‟s work on the first Friday (April 1st) 

and the third Wednesday (April 20th) of each month. Please 

call Alice Hanson if you have any questions or would like to 

become part of the House of Thrift team.     

      Thank you! 

 4/1 Genevieve Pulsfus 

     4/3 Ray Schoeneberg 

 4/6 Mary Ellen Ellis  

 4/6  Gerald Moeller  

 4/11   Sally Moeller 

 4/16   James Laatsch 

 4/17 Kris Manke 

 4/19  Sharry Rittmeyer 

 4/22  Alice Erstad 

 4/26  Wade Senft  



DIVINE SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 

 

April 3      4th Sunday in Lent 
 

Isaiah 42:14-21 

Psalm 142 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

 

April 6/7       4th Midweek in Lent 
 

Jeremiah 32:6-15 

Passion History, Part 4 

Sermon: The Temptation of Christ in Us—A Blind Eye 

Text: John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

Order: Holy Communion in Lent 

Hymns: 451 - 744 - 430 - 547, 438 - 919 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (8:00) SS Upper Grades 
 

Sermon: Invest 

Order: Evening Prayer (HC on Thu) 

Hymns: 748 - WOV666 - 739 

April 10      5th Sunday in Lent 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:1-11 

John 11:1-53 

 

 

April 13/14       5th Midweek in Lent 
 

I Kings 11:1-6 

Passion History, Part 5 

Sermon: The Temptation of Christ in Us—Despair 

                  Catechumens‟ Public Examination 

Text: John 11:1-53 

Order: Service of the Word in Lent 

Hymns: 420 (odd) - 752 - 761 - 575 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (8:00) SS Lower Grades 
 

Sermon: Finish 

Order: Evening Prayer 

Hymns: 426 - WOV668 - 436 

April 17       Palm Sunday 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9 

Psalm 118:19-29 

Philippians 2:5-11 

John 12:12-19 

 
 

April 18-20       Holy Week  (9:00 AM) 

Sermon: How Great Thou Art 

                 by David Clydesdale 

Order: Service of the Word  

Hymns: 443 - 442 - 441 - 444 - 456 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir: (Sun) Adult Choir 
 

 

Order: Morning Prayer 

April 21       Maundy Thursday (6:30 PM) 
 

Exodus 24:3-11 

Psalm 116:12-19 

Hebrews 9:11-22 

Matthew 26:17-30 

Sermon: Vicar Sherman 

Text: TBA 

Order: Holy Communion 

Hymns: 617 - 606, 445, 560 - 624 - 634, 550 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir:  Handbells 

April 22       Good Friday (7:30 PM) 
 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

John 18:1-19:42 

Sermon: Meditations on the Cross 

Order: Tenebrae (Service of Darkness) 

Hymns: 439 - 450 - 448 

Choir: Adult Choir 

April 24       The Resurrection of Our Lord 
 

Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 16 

Colossians 3:1-4 

Matthew 28:1-10 

Sermon: My Lord, What A Morning! 

Text: Matthew 28:1-10 

Order: Festival Service of Holy Communion 

Hymns: 457 - 461 - 477 - 480, 633, 478 - 465 

Organist: David Hoffelt 

Choir:  Adult Choir, Handbells, Instrumentalists 



 COUNCIL NOTES – March 8, 2011 
  St. Peter‟s Church Council Meeting was called to order by 

President Bill Steffenhagen at 6:29 pm. Members present were 

Bill Steffenhagen Keith Podoll, Cynthia Thurston, John Pen-

shorn, Corinne Tuschl, Glenn Puntney, Mary Taylor, Marv 

Manke, Shannon Rohr beck, Steve Paskey, Brad Zimmerman, 

Sandra Sandstrom, Greg Frank, Vicar Sherman, Steve Hustad, 

Pastor Hendrickson, Mark Schoeckert, & Mark Witt. Verna 

Mueller, Tom Crum, Mike Post, & Mark Manke were excused. 

 Pastor Hendrickson gave the opening devotion from John 

Chapter 12, and talked about the idea that with the Lenten Sea-

son beginning, it can always be counted on the end the same 

way: with the resurrection. 

 Gina Mascotti with the Red Cross gave a presentation on 

the potential use of St Peter‟s as a possible disaster shelter for 

the Red Cross in times of need. She stated that insurance needs 

for use of the building will be provided by the Red Cross.  She 

then walked the council through any disastrous events and the 

process of helping victims. Red Cross would provide personnel 

to set up and clean up after the disaster. Red Cross is willing to 

pay any out of pocket operating expenses. After a brief question 

and answer session Mark Witt moved to further discuss this 

issue under Old Business, and to approve the Agenda as modi-

fied. Steve Paskey seconded, and the motion passed. 

 The minutes were presented, read, and a spelling error in 

the name Matthew was noted. 

Mark Manke moved to approve the report with the spelling cor-

rection. Mark Schoeckert seconded and the motion passed. 

 Corinne Tuschl gave the Financial Secretary’s report. 

She clarified the collections and expenses. Greg Frank moved to 

approve the report. Keith Podoll seconded, and the motion car-

ried. 

 Cynthia Thurston gave the Treasurer’s report clarifying 

the carry-overs, and the checkbook balances. She questioned 

how to pay the vicarage repair bills.  She stated funds in the 

special purpose account are low.  President Bill Steffenhagen 

wants to set up a committee of Steve Paskey, Mark Witt, Pastor 

Hendrickson, and Bill Steffenhagen for discussion on how to 

improve our financial issues and the most effective use of our 

funds. Glenn Puntney moved to approve the report and accept 

the committee. Mark Schoeckert seconded, and the motion car-

ried. 

 The Board of Elders will be reviewing the committees. 

The Military Care Committee needs a new liaison to handle the 

mailing of the Military care packages. There were no further 

committee reports. Vicar reports the website and the Facebook 

page are available now, and this could be a good way to stay in 

touch with activities within the church. It is also a great tool for 

evangelism. The Youth group is meeting and discussing how to 

connect Jesus Christ Superstar with the Lenten Season. Keith 

Podoll moved to accept the Elder‟s report. Brad Zimmerman 

seconded, and the motion carried. 

 Keith Podoll gave the Trustee’s report. He explained the 

church insurance coverage. He gave figures comparing two in-

surance companies. No changes will be further discussed until 

the fall. All the preliminary electrical work is ready for the arri-

val of the new organ. Marv Manke moved to accept the report. 

Steve Hustad seconded, and the motion carried. 

 The Board of Education report was given. Three students 

have been added to the CCC; two full time students and one 

before and after school. Sunday School students listened to the 

Kat Trio as part of their 

classes. Mid-week classes 

are currently helping with 

the Lenten Suppers. Grades 

five and six will be finish-

ing their classes in April. 

The Confirmands speaking 

services will be on April 

10th with Confirmation on 

May first. The Youth Group 

Easter Egg Hunt will be April 16. Once again the Youth Group 

will provide an Easter Breakfast on April 24. Steve Paskey 

moved to approve the report. Glenn Puntney seconded, and the 

motion carried. 

 Pastor’s report included themes for the Lenten service 

and Sunday sermons. He commented on the music being per-

formed during the Lenten season, including handbells, choir 

and brass performances. He commented on the introduction of 

Josh Schroeder as a Church Deacon, and that he has obtained a 

position at a church school in Westfield. He also noted that vic-

arage funds are too low to attempt to apply for a Vicar for next 

year. Brad Zimmerman motions to accept the report. Lynnette 

Taylor seconded, and the motion carried. 

 There were no membership changes. 

 Under Old Business, the organ update included the time 

period for getting the new console finished, into the church and 

up into the choir loft. The piano will be used during services in 

March, possibly through the 27th to allow for finalization of 

getting the new organ ready to play.  At this point Cynthia 

Thurston explained how the funds were put together to pay for 

the organ. A loan was obtained for the amount not covered by 

current organ donations and gifts. There was some further dis-

cussion of the issue of the Red Cross using the church building 

for a shelter for victims of a disaster.  Mark Schoeckert moved 

to fulfill an agreement with the Red Cross to provide shelter for 

victims of a disaster with provisions for payment of utilities by 

the Red Cross. Cynthia Thurston seconded, and the motion car-

ried. 

 Under New Business there was a short discussion about 

setting the date for the Quarterly Meeting. Mark Witt moved to 

hold it on April 17th. Steve Paskey seconded, and the motion 

carried. 

 Due to the Easter schedule where Easter falls on the fourth 

Sunday, a non-communion Sunday, this April Greg Frank made 

a motion to hold a Divine Service on April 17th and Commun-

ion Service on April 24th. Shannon Rohrbeck seconded, and the 

motion carried. 

 Brad Zimmerman moved to adjourn. Glenn Puntney sec-

onded, and the motion carried. This was followed by the Lord‟s 

Prayer.                                   ~~Mary Taylor, Secretary 

We will once again be decorating 

the altar with lilies on Easter. If 

you would like to help with this 

important Altar Guild project, the 

sign up sheet is in the narthex. 

Please sign up before April 15th. 

The lilies will be available for 

you to take home after the 10:30 

service on April 24th! 

 



 

 FINANCIAL REPORT 

CURRENT EXPENSE FUND: 
 

Balance on February 28, 2011 .................................. ($687.00) 

Receipts for March ............................................... $14,953.00 

Expenses for March ...........................................   ($15,417.00) 

                Shortage/Overage ................................. ($1,151.00) 
 

Organ Fund (Goal: $125,000): Pledge Amount: $126,080.25 

Current Total Collected: $77,608.82  
 

REPAIR PROJECTS: $26,555.00 owed on the repair pro-

jects. See the poster in the narthex for each project breakdown 

as well as pictures detailing the repairs or replacements that we 

have completed over the past year. 

Elders 
 

Apr  3   8:00 a.m.  Steve Paskey & Steve Hustad 

        10:30 a.m.          Glenn Puntney & Greg Frank 

Apr  7  6:30 p.m.        Mark Schoeckert 

Apr  10  8:00 a.m.         Marv Manke 

        10:30 a.m.  Tom Crum 

Apr  14    6:30 p.m.         Mark Manke 

Apr  17    8:00 a.m.       Steve Hustad 

        10:30 a.m.  Tom Crum 

Apr  21 6:30 p.m.   Mark Witt & Steve Paskey 

Apr  22  7:30 p.m.        Glenn Puntney 

Apr  24  6:30 a.m.  Marv Manke & Mark Witt 

        10:30 a.m.  Mark Schoeckert & Greg Frank 

April 3 & 10 
 

       Early          Late  
Jeff Anderson, Chr.                Robert Kronberg, Chr.   

 (592-5011)    (920-992-5272) 

David Sandstrom   Nathan Campbell 

Austin Anderson                               David Steinke 

Craig Wendt                                      Vint Quamme 

Glenn Puntney                                   Tom Crum 

Riley & Cody Puntney 

Todd Taylor 
 

April 17 & 24 
     

John Caldwell, Chr.   Herb Miller, Chr.  

(635-4762)     635-4557) 

John Burchardt                                Paul Yamriska 

Don Thurston                                  Dennis Hahn 

Marvin Manke                                 Charles Hilgendorf 

Tom Manke                                      Joseph Pingel 

Mike Manke                                    Andrew Klahn 

Herb Schultz 

Kraig See 

April 

APRIL 

 ALTAR GUILD 
635-4825 

 

Evadne Hahn 

Connie Hendrickson 

ACOLYTES 
 

Apr  3      8:00 AM Anthony Rittmeyer & Trever Giese 

Apr  6   4:30 PM Katie Conklin & Elizabeth Yamriska 

Apr 10   8:00 AM     Logan Sandstrom & Shayne Brasda 

 10:30 AM     Trever Giese & Anthony Rittmeyer 

Apr 13   4:30 PM Logan Sandstrom & Jacob Reddeman 

Apr 17   8:00 AM     Kayla Barrow & Jenna Sandstrom 

 10:30 AM Hannah Taylor & Riley Barnharst 

Apr 21   6:30 PM Lauren Kriewaldt & Danielle Sandstrom 

Apr 22   7:30 PM Brooke Bindl & Brea Falstad 

Apr 24   6:30 AM Derek Gordon & Shayne Brasda 

 10:30 AM Tierney Woodward & Elizabeth Yamriska 
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